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PROVINCIAL CITIZENSHIP

Provincial citizenship is gaining traction in academic & policy debates, esp. due to domicile policies in Jharkhand, J&K,

and Assam.

National Citizenship

Provincial Citizenship

Legal Status Constitutionally defined under Articles | Not legally recognized; a political and social
5-11 construct
Governing Law Citizenship Act, 1955 No formal law; based on State-level
political practices
Scope Applies uniformly across India Applies within specific States

public services

Rights Guaranteed | Equal rights to reside, work, and access | Prioritizes locals; may restrict access for

internal migrants

Backing 15, 16, 19)

Constitutional Supported by fundamental rights (Art. 14, | Often contradicts fundamental rights.

Basis of Identity Indian nationality

State-level identity (e.g., local, native, son
of the soil)

citizenship

Federalism Impact | Strengthens integration through uniform | Boosts State autonomy, but strains Centre-

State balance

courses.

\ under Article 16(2).

¥ SCin Sunanda Reddy v. State of Andhra Pradesh (1995): Struck down 100% domicile reservation in PG medical\

¥ SCinDr. Pradeep Jainv. UOI(1984): Place of birth/residence-based reservations are prima facie unconstitutional

Concerns Associated with Provincial Citizenship

Suggestions

e Fragmentation of Citizenship: Creates layered
identities, undermining equal Indian citizenship.

e Constitutional Tensions: Conflicts with Articles
14, 15, 16 & 19; restricts access to jobs,
education, welfare.

e Exclusion of Migrants: Limits jobs, housing,
education, welfare for internal migrants in host
States.

e Rise of Nativist Politics: Fuels “sons of the soil”
sentiments, regionalism, and outsider hostility.

e Judicial Burden: Increases litigation over
domicile/reservation, straining judiciary.

e Economic Slowdown: Restricts labour mobility,
impacting productivity and urban economies.

Parliamentary Legislation on Domicile: As per
SRC 1955, replace state domicile rules with
Parliamentary law to protect fundamental rights
and national citizenship entitlements.

Strengthen Migrant Protections: Extend welfare
portability (beyond food); use tools e-Shram
portal to ensure social security for unorganised
workers.

Balanced Federalism: Permit limited residence-
based benefits without violating Articles 14, 15,
16 & 19.

EC Oversight: Curb xenophobic “sons of the
soil” campaigns; integrate inclusive norms into
party recognition and funding.

CROWD MANAGEMENT ININDIA

Campaign rally in TN for an actor-turned-politician turned tragic, with multiple deaths & injuries.

NCRB Report: From 2000-22, 3,074 lives lost in ~4,000 stampedes over 30 years.
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Causes of Stampede |
Immediate Triggers (rumors, |e
sudden obstructions) o
Systemic Failures
Behavioral Factors (panicspread, | ¢
disregard for norms, etc.)
Poor Infrastructure °

reforms.

gatherings.

Impacts

Sudden fatalities & psychological trauma, while also generating griefand anger.
Erodes public trust, triggers repeated safety scrutiny, and hinders sustainable

Cause uncontrolled crowd movement, spark unrest & stigmatize mass

Risk of falls and chain-reaction stampedes; injuries & reduces event participation.

NDMA Key Recommendations

Suggestions

for Crowd Management
Pre-Event: Crowd estimation, capacity planning,
safe site/layout, clear routes.
Structural Safety: Zig-zag barriers, virtual queues,
outward-opening wide exits, mobile connectivity.
On-Ground: Barricades, traffic/parking management,
CCTV & analytics.
Awareness:
detailed SOPs.
Emergency: On-site medical aid, Quick Reaction
Teams (QRTs), Incident Command System.

Public education, agency training,

e ICT Tools:

Al-based CCTV analytics, drone
surveillance, Wi-Fi/mobile heat mapping.

Behavioral Management: Visual/sound cues,

train staff in crowd whispering, emergency
pressure-release paths.
Safety Culture: Public campaigns, mandatory

certification, crowd-sourced monitoring via hastags.

e Accountability: Crowd Safety Act, independent

safety auditors, national stampede database.

WORLD FOOD INDIA 2025

World Food India 2025, India’s flagship food processing event, concluded with MoUs worth X1 lakh+ crore, aiming to
position India as a Global Food Hub.
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India— largest producer of milk, onions, pulses; 2™ largest in rice, wheat, sugarcane, tea, fruits & vegetables, eggs.
Agri & processed food exports (2024-25) -USD 49.4 bn; processed food share 20.4%.
Food processing sector was valued at USD 336 Bn in 2023 &is projected to double by 2032.

Challenges Associated with
Food Processing Sector

Infrastructure Gaps & Post-Harvest Losses:
Inadequate cold chains, storage, and transport
cause ~30% food wastage & ~390,000 cr annual
post-harvest losses.

Tech & Finance Barriers: SMEs face high machinery
costs and limited credit, reducing productivity and
competitiveness.

Regulatory Labyrinth: Overlapping regulations
from agencies like FSSAI, APEDA, BIS, and
state bodies, causing high compliance costs and
uncertainty, esp. for SMEs.

Shortage of Skilled Workforce and Low R&D:
Skill gap with high demand for trained workers
in food tech, while low R&D investment limits
innovation & value-added product development.
Low Share in Global Processed Exports: India’s
agri-exports are underutilized (16% processed
vs. 25% US, 49% China). Quality issues (e.g.,
527 contaminated products in the EU, 2024).

1B VISA FEE HIKE

Suggestions

Cluster Development: Integrated zones near
farms with shared infrastructure, ancillary units,
and transport links.

Tech-Driven Supply Chain: Use blockchain, IoT,
AI, drones, and satellite imaging to cut wastage and
boost efficiency.

Financial Reforms: Sector-specific credit, credit
guarantee for SMEs, tax incentives for private
equity/VC.

Quality Standards: Align with Codex, tiered
certifications, mobile labs, link quality pricing to
eNAM.

Regulatory Simplification: Single-window
clearance, unified digital platform to reduce delays.
Export Ecosystem: Export-specific zones, country-
focused strategies, market intelligence, fully utilise
PLI scheme for Food Processing Industry.
R&D Boost: Set up Food Innovation Labs, offer tax
breaks; build traditional techniques database.

US President signed an executive order mandating a USD 100,000 fee per H-1B visa effective 215t September 2025, for
12 months (unless extended).

¥ Indian IT companies, which file the majority of H-1B petitions, will face significant financial pressure.
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What is the H-1B Visa?

e Temporary, Non-Immigrant Visa allowing US companies to hire skilled foreign professionals in fields like

STEM and IT, requiring at least a bachelor’s degree.

Validity: Up to 6 years. After that, holders must leave for 12 months or seek permanent residency.

Indians Dominate: Indians account for over 70% of H-1B approvals annually since 2015.

Quota: 65,000 new visas each year + 20,000 for those with a US master’s degree or higher.

¢ Cap exemptions apply for applicants continuing employment or working with universities, affiliated
nonprofits, and government research bodies.

Impact of the H-1B Visa Fee Hike

¥ OnlIndian Professionals: Limited opportunities for mid-level tech professionals and job insecurity for existing holders
due to costly renewals.

¥ OnIndian IT Companies: Increased costs undermine the competitive edge, leading to possible revenue loss. Shift to
local hiring, offshoring, and automation may be necessary.

¥ OnIndian Economy: Potential decline in remittances by USD 400 million annually, impacting the rupee.
¥ On US Companies: Potential talent shortages, higher wages, and operational costs as competition for skilled workers
intensifies.

Strategies for India

¥ Diplomatic Efforts: Raise concerns in forums like the India-US Trade Policy Forum and consider a WTO dispute for
protectionism.

¥ Adaptation by Indian IT Companies: Accelerate localization by hiring more US-based talent, and expand into markets
like Europe, Japan, Australia, and Middle East.

¥ Skill Development: Focus on Al, cybersecurity, and quantum computing to maintain competitiveness in specialized
roles.

¥ Advocacy: Mobilize the Indian diaspora to highlight the contributions of Indian professionals to the US economy and
seek rational immigration reforms.

INDIA'S FIRST CROSS-BORDER RAIL LINKS WITH BHUTAN

India has launched its first railway links with Bhutan: Kokrajhar-Gelephu (Assam) & Banarhat-Samtse (WB), totaling
89 km.

¥ Gelephu (being developed as “Mindfulness

India - Bhutan reglonal rail connectlwty

City") & Samtse (anindustrial town by Govt. W’L" ;,\ n‘fu( i )V(na‘ X ‘?;.k, ,/., I
by Bhutan) are key export-import hubs on | & & 4 Mg [swrse [ ‘:wf it
the 700-km India-Bhutan border. »

¥ Railway links reinforce India’s

Neighbourhood First Policy, counter
China's influence, and deepen ties. For
Bhutan, it offers access to India’s 1.5 lakh
km rail network, boosting trade, tourism,
industrial growth & people-to-people |
connections.

¥ India pledged Rs 10,000 cr for Bhutan's 13"

BRASPARA

FYP (2024-29); Integrated check Post at . 7 £ ' “% -"_ { ri %foril[usﬂationpurposeonly

Darranga, Assam.
R/

« Bhutan will benefit from Jogighopha Inland Waterways Terminal.

+ 5 joint hydropower projects— Chukha, Tala, Mangdechhu, Kurichhu & Punatsangchhul Il.
SIPHON-POWERED DESALINATION

lISc has developed a new siphon-based thermal desalination system that transforms seawater into potable water.

¥ Principle—- uses siphon (gravity-driven flow) with a composite siphon (fabric wick + grooved metallic surface) to draw
and flush out salts (before crystallization); gravity ensures smooth continuous flow.
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¥ Produces 6+ liters of clean water per m? per hour under sunlight, much higher than conventional solar stills.
¥ Low-cost, scalable, sustainable, built with simple materials (aluminum, fabric); works on solar or waste heat; treats
high-salinity water (up to 20%) without clogging.

PAATALKOT VALLEY

First Health Centre opened in remote tribal valley of Paatalkot, MP. Govt schemes— PM Janman, DAJGUA & Aadi
Karmayogi Abhiyan enhanced roads, housing, water, power & education.

¥ A horseshoe-shaped valley surrounded by hills, with Doodhi river (tributary of Narmada) and inhabited by Gond &
Bharia PVTGs.

¥ Features Archaean (~2500 Mn years) era rocks— granite gneiss, green schists, quartz, Gondwana sediments
(conglomerate sandstone, shales & carbonaceous shales), and Shilajit (composite carbon substance) in upper
zones.

¥ Hosts Satpuda Adventure Sports Festival in Oct.
INDIA'S FIRST IORCC

Integrative Oncology Research and Care Centre was launched by the Ministry of Ayush at All India Institute of Ayurveda,
Goa, on National Ayurveda Day (23 September, Theme: Ayurveda for People & Planet).

¥ India's first multidisciplinary centre combining Ayurveda, Yoga, Physiotherapy, Diet Therapy, Panchakarma, and modern
oncology.
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