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Why in News?

The Ministry of Culture, at the first Gyan Bharatam International Conference on ‘Reclaiming
India’s Knowledge Legacy through Manuscript Heritage’ under the_Gyan Bharatam Mission,
invited experts to present research on deciphering the Harappan (Indus Valley) script.

What is the Gyan Bharatam Mission?

= About: The Gyan Bharatam Mission, announced in Union Budget 2025-26, is a national initiative
to preserve, digitise, and disseminate India’s vast manuscript heritage, combining tradition
with modern technology for future generations.

= Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Culture.

= Objective:
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= Mission Components:

o

o

Survey & Documentation: Nationwide identification and cataloguing of manuscripts.
Conservation & Restoration: Safeguard fragile texts through scientific and traditional
methods.

Digitisation & Repository: Al-assisted digitisation and creation of a National Digital
Repository.

Technology & Al Innovation: Tools like Handwritten Text
Recognition and Gyan-Setu Al Challenge.

= Significance: With over 44 lakh manuscripts documented in Kriti Sampada (National
Database of Manuscripts), it preserves India’s civilisational knowledge spanning
philosophy, science, medicine, mathematics, arts, literature, and spirituality.

o

o)

o

Supports Article 51A(f), fundamental duty to value and preserve cultural heritage.
Aligns with National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, integrating Indian Knowledge
Systems into modern education.

It bridges heritage and technology, empowering youth while promoting India’s global
cultural leadership.



https://indianexpress.com/article/political-pulse/harappan-language-culture-ministry-meet-script-10240750/
/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/gyan-bharatam-mission-and-nmm#:~:text=The%20Union%20Budget%202025%2D26,%2C%20libraries%2C%20and%20private%20collections.
/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/gyan-bharatam-mission-and-nmm#:~:text=The%20Union%20Budget%202025%2D26,%2C%20libraries%2C%20and%20private%20collections.
/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/deciphering-the-indus-valley-script
/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/union-budget-2025-26
http://drishtiias.com/images/uploads/1757585742_Gyan_Bharatam_Mission.png
/daily-news-analysis/national-education-policy-2020
/daily-news-analysis/national-education-policy-2020

Manuscripts

= Manuscripts are handwritten works on palm leaf, birch bark, cloth, paper, or metal, over 75 years
old, with historical, scientific, or aesthetic value.

= Cover diverse fields like philosophy, medicine, astronomy, literature, arts and exist in multiple
languages and scripts.

= National Mission for Manuscripts (NMM, 2003) was established to preserve and safeguard
India’s intellectual heritage.

What is the Harappan (Indus Valley) Script?

About: It is used by Indus Valley Civilization (2600-1900 BCE) in present-day Pakistan and

north-west India.

o Discovered in the 1920s by Sir John Marshall’s team, the Indus Valley script found on
seals, terracotta tablets, and metal is still undeciphered and features pictograms,
animals, and human motifs.

= Writing Style & Nature: It is generally written right to left; longer texts sometimes
in Boustrophedon style (alternating lines).

o Inscriptions are brief, averaging 5 symbols, the longest text has 26 symbols.
o Likely a logosyllabic system, combining pictograms and syllables, similar to other scripts of
its era.
e Scholars propose a rebus principle, where symbols represent sounds or ideas
indirectly.

= Purpose and Function: Used for trade, taxes, and identification, though full role is unclear. Some
symbols may have educational or religious significance.

= Major Theories on Harappan Script:

o Dravidian Hypothesis: Some argue that the script hasDravidian roots, using the rebus
principle; e.g., the fish symbol may represent “star” in Dravidian. Supported byBrahui
language in Balochistan and Old Tamil links.

o Sanskrit Connection: Some suggest a link to Vedic Sanskrit, but this is
largely rejected because the Aryan migration occurred after 2000 BCE.

o Tribal Language Links: A few researchers connect it to Adivasi languages such
as Santali and Gondi.

o Non-linguistic Symbols Theory: The script may have been used fortrade, taxation, or
religious purposes, and may not represent a full language.
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History of India begins with the birth of Indus Valley Givilization (IVC)/Harappan Civilization

it flourished around 2,500 BC, in the western part of South Asia
1. Introduction/
Actual reasons behind IVC demise are still debated Largast of the four sadent urbn clviizations . .
One theory claims that Indo-European tribe i.e. Aryans invaded and conquered the [VC In 1924, John Marshall, DG of the ASI, announced the discovery of IVC d rl S h t I

Presence of various elements of the IVC in later culture suggest that civilization did not

disappear suddenly due to an invasion
15appe y L Harappa, excavated by Daya Ram Sahini in 1921 on the bank of Ravi in Montgomery district of Punjab (Pakistan).

Other theory believes that natural factors are behind the decline of the IVC. —{10- Dedline of V€ Sandstone statues of human anatomy, granaries and bullock carts found.
Natural factors could be geological (tectonic disturbances) and climatic (change in pattern of rainfall) Mohenjo-Daro, excavated by R.D Banerjee in 1922 on the bank of river Indus in Larkana district of Punjab (Pakistan). Great
Dramatic shifts in the river courses caused flooding in the food producing areas bath, granary, bronze dancing girl, seal of Pasupathi Mahadeva, steatite statue of bearded man, a piece of woven cotton
found.

Combination of these natural causes resulted into slow but inevitable collapse of IVC
Sutkagendor, excavated by Stein in 1929 In southwestern Balochistan province of Pakistan on Dast river. It served as a trade
point between Harappa and Babylon.

Chanhudaro, excavated by N G Majumdar in 1931 in Sindh on the Indus river. Bead makers shop, footprint of a dog chasing

a cat found.
Harappans looked upon the earth as a fertility goddess and worshipped her :'l::::':c"i\ Amri, excavated by N G Majumdar in 1935 on the bank of Indus river. Evidence of Antelope.
Male deity represented on a seal with three horned heads, is identified as Pushupati Mahadeva; | Kalibangan, excavated by Ghose in 1953 in Rajasthan on the bank of Ghaggar river. Fire altar, camel bones, wooden plough
surrounded by an elephant, a tiger, a rhinoceros, and has a buffalo below his throne found.
Numerous symbols of phallus and female sex organs made of stone have been found 5, Religion Lothal, excavated by R. Rao in 1953 in Gujarat on Bhogva river near Gulf of Cambay.First man-made port, dockyard, rice husk,
The people of the Indus region also worshipped trees and Animals fire altars, chess playing found.

One horned unicorn was considered important and next important was the humped bull Surkotada, excavated by P Joshi in 1964 Gujarat, beads remains found here.

T ey Banawalli, excavated by R S Bisht in 1974 in Hisar district of Haryana. Famous for Beads, Barley, both pre-Harappan and
Harappan culture.

Dholavira, excavated by R S Bisht in 1985 at Rann of Kachchh Gujarat. Water harnessing system, water reservoir found

Very few written materials and still undeciphered script i i
2L Early Harappan Phase from 3300 to 2600 BCE is related to the Hakra Phase, | Characterized by centralized authority and an
The nature of the state and institutions of the IVC still not understood T increasingly urban quality of life.
Earliest examples of the Indus script date back to 3000 BC.
Archaeological records provide no immediate answers for a centre of power TR T P e e
No temples have been found, unlikely that the priests ruled IVC — g it o = e :
@ Institutions 3. Phases of Indus— Kot Diji represents the phase leading up to Mature Harappan Phase.

Harappa was possibly ruled by a class of merchants
PPA Was possY Y Valley Ci

ization| ~ Mature Harappan Phase from 2600 to 1900 BCE; Early Harappan communities were turning into large urban center.
Some archaeologists opine that IVC had no rulers, and everybody enjoyed equal status
Late Harappan Phase from 1900 to 1300 BCE; By 1700 BC, most of the cities were abandoned, Various elements

Another argues for number of rulers representing each of the urban centers of the Ancient IVC seen in later cultures.

Archaeological data presents persistence of the Late Harappan culture till 1000-900 BC.

il h f f = = =
Well acquainted with the manufacturing and use of Bronze Harappa and Mohenjodaro, own citadel or acropolis, occupied by members of the ruling class.

Obtained Copper from Khetri mines of Rajasthan and Tin from Afghanistan A lower town containing brick houses, inhabited by the common people]

Textile impressions have also been found on several objects Arrangement of the Frouses In the cities followsd the grid system)

Huge brick structure suggest that brick- laying was an important craft Granaries constituted an important part of the Harappan cities.

7. Crafts
This also attests the existence of a class of masons| | 4. Town Planningl (e of burnt bricks.
and Structures |
Practised boat-making, bead making, seal-making and terracotta manufacture Impressive drainage system of Mohenjo-daro.
The goldsmiths made jewellery of silver, gold and precious stones In almost all cities every big or small house had its own courtyard and bathroom.
The potter's wheel was in full use, glossy and shining own characteristic pottery In Kalibangan many houses had their wells.

In Dholavira and Lothal (Gujarat), the entire settlement was fortified.

Presence of numerous seals, uniform script and regulated weights and measures Nioci ciested mear e Tood i i o
ostly situated near the flood plains, produced sufficient foodgrains
The Harappans carried on considerable trade in stone, metal, shell, etc.
L Wheat, barley, rai, peas, sesame, lentil, chickpea and mustard were produced
Trade was carried by barter system
¥ 2 Millets are also found from sites in Gujarat while rice uses were relatively rare
Practised migation on the coas! of the Arabian Ses” —Jg, Gconomny The Indus people were the earliest people to produce cotton
Set upa trading colony in northern Afghanistan, facilitated trade with Central Asia
B ¥ cosony' L 5. Agriculture,  Representations on seals and terracotta sculpture indicate that the bull was known
Rlso carried commerce with those in the land of the Tigris and the Euphrates T e e T T
Fong cistarse Seaie I oyl aonl; coné uted o the seclyl prestigeaf 1he g Caes Most sites are located in semi-arid lands, where irrigation was probably required for agriculture

Traces of canals have been found at the Harappan site of Shortughai in Afghanistan
Animals were kept on a large scale
Evidence of the horse comes from a superficial level of Mohenjodaro

Conclusion

The Gyan Bharatam Mission uses Digital India and Al to digitize over five million manuscripts, making
India’s--ancient knowledge globally accessible. It engages youth and reimagines heritage as living
knowledge. Aligned with the vision of a Viksit Bharat, Gyan Bharatam strengthens India’s role as a
Vishwa Guru by combining heritage, innovation, and global knowledge sharing.

Drishti Mains Question:

Q. Discuss the significance of the Gyan Bharatam Mission in preserving India’s manuscript heritage.

UPSC Civil Services Examination, Previous Year Questions (PYQs)
Prelims
Q. Regarding the Indus Valley Civilization, consider the following statements: (2011)
1. It was predominantly a secular civilization and the religious element, though present, did not
dominate the scene,
2. During this period, cotton was used for manufacturing textiles in India.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
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(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: (c)

Q. Which of the following characterize/characterises the people of the Indus Civilization?
(2013)

1. They possessed great palaces and temples.
2. They worshiped both male and female deities.
3. They employed horse-drawn chariots in warfare.

Select the correct statements using the codes given below:
(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 only

(c)1,2and3

(d) None of the above

Ans: (b)

Mains

Q1: The ancient civilisation in the Indian sub-continent differed from those of Egypt, Mesopotamia and
Greece in that its culture and traditions have been preserved without a breakdown to the present day.
Comment. (2015)
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