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Why in News?

The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) has declared free entry to its protected monuments on
International Day for Monuments and Sites (World Heritage Day) on 18th April 2025.

What is World Heritage Day?

= |tis a day observed globally to promote awareness about the importance of cultural heritage
and the need to preserve it. It was declared by the International Council on Monuments
and Sites (ICOMOS) in 1982 and later approved by UNESCO in 1983.

= The theme for 2025 is “Heritage under Threat from Disasters and Conflicts: Preparedness
and Learning from 60 Years of ICOMOS Actions”.

What are World Heritage Sites?

= About: World Heritage Sites (WHS) are locations recognized for their outstanding universal
value to humanity and are inscribed on the World Heritage List for protection and
preservation for future generations.

o These sites may be cultural, natural, or mixed in nature. WHS are safeguarded under
the World Heritage Convention, 1972, an international agreement adopted by UNESCO
member countries.

o The Convention outlines the responsibilities of State Parties in identifying, protecting, and
preserving such sites.

o The list of WHS are maintained by the international 'World Heritage
Programme’, administered by the UNESCO World Heritage Committee.

o India ratified the Convention in 1977.

= WHS Around the World: As of October 2024, there are around 1,223 sites in 196
countries comprising 952 cultural, 231 natural, and 40 mixed sites.
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= WHS in India: As of April 2025, India has 43 World Heritage Sites (34 Cultural, 7 Natural, and
2 Mixed) and 62 sites on the Tentative List.


http://drishtiias.com/images/uploads/1745222062_World_Heritage_Sites.png

List of UNESCO world
heritage sites in India

Complexe du Historic Ci P, Great Himalayan National
Capitole e ® of Ahmedabad Park Conservation Area
! | Dholavira: A Nanda Devi and
gg?nF?g . | Harappan City /Fatehpur  Valley of Flowers
P Sikri @ National Parks Khangchendzonga

Qutb Minar and » ® / National Park

its Monuments Archaeological

e '~ Jaipur City Site of Nalanda |
Humayun's \ . Mahavihara at Manas Wildlife
Tomb e “Q Nalanda e e Sanctuary
) ! /
The Jantar Mahabodhi 4 Kaziran
ga
Mantar @ ~!\‘ Temple Complex :
ipiny ~ "‘ at Bodh Gaya ® National Park
eoladeo Y& . @
National Park ' X / Taj Mahal /
Hill Forts of 5,’ and Agra
Rajasthan ® a2 ..‘ Fort ﬁ
Champaner- / /
Pavagadh £l '
Archaeologic :
al Park

Rani-ki-Vav
. Sundarbans
(the Queen's ® :
Stepwell) at National Park
Patan = Sun Temple,
Chhatrapati  ® Konarak
Shivaji Terminus _ S Rock :
: Khajuraho Shelters o
éjanta o Group of » Bhimbetka
o Monuments Buddhist
Elephanta o Monuments
Caves at Sanchi :
y !éaléatlyg
Ellora @ : udreshwara
Caves f?ﬁ?nufrr?efnts at ~ _[rt%ﬂ;?ppa)
: e
ng%i-?% Gothic % Mahabalipuram
an e Great Living CATEGORY OF SITE
Ensembles of Chola Temples
Mumbai . \ CULTURAL SITE- 38
j ® - NATURAL SITE-7 =43
@ Group of Group of MIXED SITE- 1
Churches & Monuments at Monuments Mountain
Convents of Goa Pattadakal at Hampi Railways of India ® Western Ghats

What are the Key Government Initiatives to Promote India’s
Cultural Heritage?

= Restoration of Antiquities: India has intensified efforts to bring back cultural artifacts from
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foreign countries, retrieving 655 antiquities since 1976.
o In 2024, literary classics like the Ramcharitmanas, Panchatantra,
and Sahrdayaloka-Locana were added to UNESCO’s 2024 Memory of the World
Committee for Asia and the Pacific Regional Register.
= Heritage Scheme and Corridor Projects: Through the Adopt a Heritage Programme
launched in 2017, public and private bodies can support heritage site upkeep via CSR funding.
= Digital Documentation: Over 12.3 lakh antiquities and 11,400 heritage sites have
been digitized under the National Mission on Monuments and Antiquities (NMMA).
The ‘Indian Heritage in Digital Space’ initiative uses technology to create immersive heritage
experiences.
o The ASI’s ‘Must See’ portal showcases nearly 100 major monuments with detailed
information and panoramic views.
= Global Cultural Leadership: India hosted the 46th Session of the UNESCO World Heritage
Committee in Delhi (July 2024).

Archaeological Survey of India (ASI)

= About: ASI is the key government body responsible for archaeological research and
protection of India’s cultural heritage.
= Establishment: It was established in 1861 by Alexander Cunningham, who is known as
the “Father of Indian Archaeology” and served as its first Director-General.
= Functions: Its main functions include survey, exploration, excavation, conservation, and
maintenance of ancient monuments.
o |t also documents and protects antiquarian remains and archaeological heritage.
= Governing Framework: It works under the Ministry of Culture and operates under the Ancient
Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains (AMASR) Act, 1958.
o |t manages over 3,698 monuments and sites of national importance.

UPSC Civil Services Examination, Previous Year Questions (PYQs)
Q1. Which one of the following statements is correct? (2021)
(a) Ajanta Caves lie in the gorge of Waghora river.
(b) Sanchi Stupa lies in the gorge of Chambal river.
(c) Pandu-lena Cave Shrines lie in the gorge of Narmada river.
(d) Amaravati Stupa lies in the gorge of Godavari river.

Ans: (a)
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