Ropeway Projects Approved in Uttarakhand
Why in News?

On March 5, 2025, the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA), led by Prime Minister
approved two ropeway projects in Uttarakhand.

Key Points

= About the ropeway:
o The ropeways will connect Sonprayag to Kedarnath and Govindghat to Hemkund
Sahib Gurudwara.
o These projects, estimated at Rs 7,000 crore, fall under the National Ropeways
Development Programme, Parvatmala Pariyojana.
o The ropeways will significantly reduce travel time to pilgrimage sites located over
3,500 metres above sea level.
= Govindghat to Hemkund Sahib Ropeway:
o Length: 12.4 km
o Cost: Rs 2,730.13 crore
o Development Mode: Design, Build, Finance, Operate, and Transfer (DBFOT) under
a public-private partnership (PPP).
o Current Trek: Pilgrims currently take a challenging 21-km uphill trek from Govindghat to
Hemkund Sahib, traveling on foot, ponies, or palanquins.
o Expected Benefits:
e The ropeway will ease travel for pilgrims, as the Gurudwara is open only for five
months a year (May to September).
e 1.5 to 2 lakh pilgrims visit Hemkund Sahib annually.
¢ It will also benefit tourists visiting the Valley of Flowers, a UNESCO World
Heritage Site.
= Sonprayag to Kedarnath Ropeway:
o Length: 12.9 km
o Cost: Rs 4,081.28 crore
o Technology: Similar to the Hemkund Sahib ropeway
o Time Reduction:
» The ropeway will reduce travel time from the current 8-9 hours to just 36 minutes.
e Pilgrims currently take helicopters, ponies, or walk a 16-km uphill path from
Gaurikund to Kedarnath.
o Kedarnath Temple is one of the 12 Jyotirlingas and the most visited temple of
the Char Dham Yatra.
= Economic and Tourism Impact:
o The ropeway projects will generate employment during construction and operation.
o They will boost allied industries such as hospitality, travel, food & beverages (F&B), and
tourism throughout the year.

Parvatmala Pariyojana

= |t was announced in the union budget 2022-23 as an Efficient and Safe Alternate Transport



/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/appointment-to-cabinet-committees
/state-pcs-current-affairs/hemkund-sahib-ropeway#:~:text=It%20is%20noteworthy%20that%20Hemkunt,composed%20by%20Guru%20Gobind%20Singh.
/state-pcs-current-affairs/hemkund-sahib-ropeway#:~:text=It%20is%20noteworthy%20that%20Hemkunt,composed%20by%20Guru%20Gobind%20Singh.
/daily-news-analysis/parvatmala-scheme
/to-the-points/paper3/ppp-investment-model
/state-pcs-current-affairs/uttarakhand-s-valley-of-flowers#:~:text=It%20is%20located%20within%20Uttarakhand's,World%20Heritage%20Site%20since%202005.
/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/6-new-sites-from-mp-listed-on-unesco-tentative-world-heritage-sites-list
/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/6-new-sites-from-mp-listed-on-unesco-tentative-world-heritage-sites-list
/state-pcs-current-affairs/kedarnath-temple-gates-to-open-on-2nd-may
/state-pcs-current-affairs/12-jyotirlingas-of-the-country-will-be-connected-with-jyotirling-circuit
/state-pcs-current-affairs/char-dham-yatra-4#:~:text=The%20Char%2DDham%20yatra%20in,%2FMay%20to%20October%2FNovember.
/printpdf/budget-2022-23-3

Network.
= The scheme will be taken up on PPP_(Public Private Partnership) mode, which will be a

preferred ecologically sustainable alternative in place of conventional roads in difficult hilly

areas.
= The idea is to improve connectivity and convenience for commuters, besides

promoting tourism.
o This may also cover congested urban areas, where conventional mass transit systems are

not feasible.

Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA)

= |t is chaired by the Prime Minister, and sets priorities for public sector investments.
= |t continuously reviews economic trends to develop an integrated economic policy framework
and oversees policies and activities in the economic field, including foreign investment, requiring

high-level decisions.

PDF Refernece URL: https://www.drishtiias.com/printpdf/ropeway-projects-approved-in-uttarakhand


/to-the-points/paper3/ppp-investment-model
/to-the-points/paper3/sustainable-development-3
/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/revamping-india-s-tourism-sector
https://www.drishtiias.com/printpdf/ropeway-projects-approved-in-uttarakhand
http://www.tcpdf.org

