Mains Practice Question

Case Studies

Ravish, a young and dedicated civil servant known for his competence and integrity, was assigned to a
district plagued by a low literacy ratio and controlled by an education mafia involved in extorting money
from students for facilitating cheating in exams. Recognizing the severity of the situation, Ravish swiftly
grasped the intricate workings of the mafia, discovering their clandestine methods and the complicity of
local authorities and strongmen.

Upon investigation, Ravish unearthed the involvement of some of his office employees in this illicit nexus.
Taking decisive action, he initiated stringent measures against them and conducted raids to dismantle the
illegal operations. Unaccustomed to facing such resistance, the mafia became alarmed, with some office
employees tipping them off about Ravish's determination to eradicate bribery and cheating promotion in
the district.

In response, the mafia adopted a hostile stance and launched a counter-offensive. They resorted to
threatening Ravish with dire consequences, and his family, including his wife and elderly mother, became
targets of stalking and virtual surveillance, causing immense mental distress. The situation escalated
when a thug visited Ravish's office, warning him to cease the raids or face a fate similar to some of his
predecessors, one of whom had been killed by the mafia a decade earlier.

A. Considering the challenges faced by Ravish in dealing with the education mafia, what are the various
options available to him to address the situation effectively?

B. Provide a critical assessment of each of the options outlined for Ravish in addressing the challenges
posed by the education mafia in the district.

05Jan, 2024 GS Paper 4 Case Studies

Approach

Write a brief introduction about the civil servant quality of Ravish and the challenges faced by him.
Discuss the challenges and various options available to Ravish to tackle the situation.

Write pros and cons related to every option available to Ravish.

Write a fair conclusion.

Introduction

Ravish, a dedicated and competent civil servant, confronts a tough situation in a district where there's a
lot of corruption in education. As he tries to break up this illegal network, he faces dangers, his family gets
harassed, and there's a strong opposition. To handle this difficult situation, Ravish has to carefully
consider his choices to keep his family safe while fighting against the corruption in the district's education
system.

Body

= Ravish, facing the daunting challenge of an education mafia involved in illegal activities



in the district, has several options to attend to this situation:

o Continue Stringent Action:

e Ravish can persist in his stringent actions against the education mafia, conducting
thorough investigations and raids to dismantle their illegal operations. By
maintaining a strong stance, he may deter the mafia from continuing their illicit
activities.

Seek External Support:

e Ravish could seek support from higher authorities, such as escalating the matter to
state or central government officials, to ensure a more comprehensive and
coordinated effort in tackling the education mafia. Collaboration with law
enforcement agencies could enhance the effectiveness of his actions.

Protect His Family:

¢ Considering the threats and surveillance on his family, Ravish may opt to take
measures to ensure their safety. This could involve seeking assistance from local
law enforcement for additional security or relocating his family temporarily to a
safer location.

Expose Corrupt Officials:

e Given that some of his office employees are allegedly involved with the mafia,
Ravish could initiate internal investigations, expose the corrupt individuals, and
take disciplinary actions against them. This would help sever the unholy nexus
between the mafia and the local functionaries.

Raise Public Awareness:

¢ Ravish might consider raising public awareness about the detrimental effects of
cheating facilitated by the education mafia. By engaging with the community, he
can garner support and create a collective resistance against the mafia's activities.

= Critical assessment of each of the options outlined for Ravish in addressing the
challenges posed by the education mafia in the district:
o Continue Stringent Action:
e Pros: Demonstrates commitment and determination, potentially deterring the
mafia.
e Cons: May escalate hostilities, putting Ravish and his family at greater risk. It may
not address the root causes of corruption.
o _Seek External Support:
e Pros: Brings in additional resources and authority. Enhances the overall impact
through coordinated efforts.
e Cons: The bureaucratic process may be slow. There is a risk of leaks or interference
from corrupt officials at higher levels.
o Protect His Family:
e Pros: Ensures the safety and well-being of Ravish's family.
e Cons: Might be perceived as a defensive rather than an offensive strategy. It
doesn't directly address the issue of corruption within the system.
o Expose Corrupt Officials:
e Pros: Addresses internal corruption, weakening the mafia's support network.
e Cons: May face resistance from within the organization. Requires solid evidence
and careful handling to avoid backlash.
o Raise Public Awareness:
* Pros: Mobilizes public sentiment against the mafia. Creates a supportive
community.
¢ Cons: Could lead to public panic or disarray. The mafia might counteract
misinformation campaigns.
o Legal Actions:
e Pros: Ensures accountability through legal processes and may lead to convictions
and dismantling of the mafia.
e Cons: Legal proceedings can be lengthy. There is a risk of interference or
intimidation of witnesses.
o Undercover Operations:
¢ Pros: Gather valuable intelligence without alerting the mafia. Strengthens the case
with concrete evidence.
e Cons: Requires skilled personnel. Risk of exposure and personal danger for those
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involved in undercover operations.
Conclusion

Ravish's unwavering commitment to upholding integrity and combating corruption in the district reflects
the essence of a true public servant. As he navigates the dangerous waters of the education mafia, his
success lies in a strategic blend of external support, legal actions, and measures to safeguard his family.
The resilience exhibited by Ravish serves as a beacon for reform, highlighting the challenges faced by
those determined to cleanse the system.
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