Importance of Crimea to Russia
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Amid the ongoing Russia-Ukraine Conflict, the Crimea has gained renewed attention, particularly after
US President Donald Trump's remarks suggesting that the US will recognize Crimea as part of Russia.

= Crimea: It is an autonomous region that was part of Ukraine prior to 2014, located between
the Black Sea and the Sea of Azov.
o Crimea is linked to the mainland by the narrow Perekop Isthmus and is separated from
the Sea of Azov by the Tonka of Arabat sandspit.
o It links to Russia via the Kerch Strait and the Crimean Bridge.
= Russia’s Historical Claim: Crimea was part of Russia’s empire for centuries until it was
transferred to Ukraine in 1954 by Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev. Russia disputes this move,
considering it a historical injustice.
= Significance of Crimea for Russia: Russia’s coastline spans over 37,000 km, but much of it lies
north of the Arctic Circle, where seaice makes many ports unusable in winter.
o The Black Sea, the.warmest marine feature bordering Russia, is crucial for its access to the
Mediterranean.
o Crimea’s geography, particularly the Sevastopol port, is essential for Russia’s access to
warm-water ports and holds significant strategic military value for projecting power in the
Black Sea and Mediterranean.
o The securing of Crimea ensures that Russia can control economic corridors in the Black
Sea, which are crucial for trade and energy routes to southern Europe and West Asia.
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|Read more: Russia-Ukraine Conflict
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