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You are a District Magistrate (DM) of a rural district known for its rich cultural heritage and traditional
practices. The district has a diverse population, including various ethnic communities and tribes, each with
its distinct customs and beliefs. The administration has been striving to balance the preservation of these
traditions with the need for modernization and development.

Recently, a conflict arose between a government-led development project and the traditional practices of
a tribal community. The project aims to construct a road through a forest area inhabited by the tribe,
which they consider sacred and essential for their cultural practices. The community vehemently opposes
the project, citing that it would not only disrupt their way of life but also harm the environment.

As the DM, you are caught between the mandate of the development project, which promises improved
connectivity and economic growth for the region, and the ethical responsibility to protect the cultural
heritage and rights of the tribal community. The local administration has received pressure from higher
authorities to expedite the project, highlighting its significance for the overall development of the district.

In this scenario, discuss the ethical dilemmas you face as the DM and outline the steps you would take to
resolve the conflict while upholding public service values and ethics in public administration.
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Answer will be published shortly. 
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