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Q. Recently, the conduct of many governors of states have been questioned, raising doubts about the
constitutional propriety of their actions. In this regard, evaluate the need for the office of Governor in
India. (150 words)
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Approach

Begin with a brief introduction to the office of Governor, mentioning its role and significance.
Discuss the need for the office of Governor.
You can conclude by discussing the need for a balance between the legitimate functions of the
office of Governor and the potential for misuse of power.

Introduction

The office of Governor in India is a constitutional position created under Article 153 of the Indian
Constitution. Governors are appointed by the President of India to serve as the ceremonial heads of states
and union territories. In recent times, the Governor’s office has attracted several controversies i.e., tussle
between Governor and CoM in Kerala and Tamil Nadu.

Body

The need for the office of Governor can be evaluated from different perspectives:

Preservation of Constitutional Integrity: The office of Governor plays a vital role in upholding
the constitutional integrity of the Indian federal structure. Governors act as a link between the
Union and the states, ensuring that the state governments operate within the constitutional
framework. They have the responsibility to ensure that state legislatures and governments do not
transgress their constitutional limits.
Check and Balance: The presence of a governor provides a system of checks and balances in
states. They have the authority to withhold their assent to bills passed by the state legislature if
they believe the legislation is unconstitutional or violates the principles of federalism. This ensures
that states do not act in a manner that threatens the unity and integrity of the nation.
Representation of the President: Governors represent the President at the state level. This
representation is symbolic but important, as it reinforces the federal nature of the Indian Republic
and helps maintain a sense of unity and shared identity among the diverse states of India.
Appointment of Chief Minister: Governors play a crucial role in appointing the Chief Minister of
a state. They are responsible for inviting the leader of the majority party or coalition in the state
legislative assembly to form the government. This process helps in the smooth transition of power
and ensures that the Chief Minister enjoys the confidence of the legislature.
Emergency Powers: Governors are entrusted with emergency powers under Article 356 of the
Constitution, allowing them to recommend President's Rule in a state if there is a breakdown of
constitutional machinery. This is a safeguard against potential abuses of power by state
governments.
Promotion of Cooperative Federalism: The presence of governors fosters cooperative
federalism by facilitating communication and coordination between the Union and the states. It



encourages the sharing of resources, expertise, and responsibilities in a collaborative manner.
Advisory Role: Governors often provide valuable advice to the state government on various
matters, drawing upon their experience and insights. This advisory role can be particularly useful
in ensuring good governance and the welfare of the people.

Conclusion

However, the recent controversies surrounding the conduct of some governors have raised concerns about
the misuse of their powers for political purposes. It is essential to strike a balance between the office's
legitimate functions and the potential for misuse. There is a need for greater transparency and
accountability in the appointment and functioning of governors to ensure that they act in accordance with
the principles of federalism and constitutional propriety.
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