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El Nino Southern Oscillation
(ENSO)

Describes the fluctuations in temperature between the ocean and atmosphere in the
east-central Equatorial Pacific

Significance:
o Ability to change the global atmospheric circulation,
influencing temperature and precipitation worldwide

States of ENSO:
o The two opposite phases - El Nifio and La Nina
o The middle of the continuum - Neutral

Walker Circulation (WC)
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Normal (non ENSO) Conditions in the Pacific Ocean

e Trade winds (easterlies) blow west along the

NEUTRAL ENSO equator, taking warm water from S. America towards
Asia
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the depths — a process called upwelling
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Infographics: El Nino and La Nina
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