
  
  

Development and Promotion of Jute Industry
For Prelims: Golden Fibre, Development and Promotion of Jute Industry, Jute Packaging Materials
(Compulsory Use in Packing Commodities) Act 1987, Jute Geotextiles (JGT).

For Mains: Development and Promotion of Jute Industry, Major crops and cropping patterns in various
parts of the country.
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Why in News?

Recently, the Standing Committee on Labour, Textiles and Skill Development has presented the Fifty-Third
Report on ‘Development and Promotion of Jute Industry’.

What are the Key Highlights of the Report?

Potential of Jute Industry:
The Jute industry occupies an important place in the national economy of India. It is one of
the major industries in the eastern region, particularly in West Bengal.
Jute, the ‘golden fibre’, meets all the standards for ‘safe’ packaging in view of being a
natural, renewable, biodegradable and eco-friendly product.

India as Major Share of Jute Production in the World:
India is a major player in global jute production, contributing 70% of the world’s jute
output.
The Jute industry directly employs approximately 3.7 lakh workers, with around 90% of
the production consumed domestically.

About 73% of jute industries are concentrated in West Bengal (out of 108
composite jute mills 79 are in West Bengal).

Production and Export Data (2022-23):
In the fiscal year 2022-23, the production of jute goods reached a significant milestone, 
totalling 1,246,500 metric tons (MT).
Exports of jute goods surged to 177,270 MT, constituting approximately 14% of the total
production. This represents a remarkable 56% increase in exports compared to figures
recorded in 2019-20.

The rise in exports can be attributed to several factors, including increased demand
for environmentally friendly and sustainable products worldwide.

India imported 121.26 thousand MT of raw jute during the same period.
The importation primarily stems from the preference for high-quality jute from
Bangladesh, which is utilised in the manufacturing of value-added products.

The top export markets for jute goods include a diverse array of countries such as
the USA, France, Ghana, the UK, the Netherlands, Germany, Belgium, Côte d’Ivoire,
Australia, and Spain.

Major Challenges Faced by Jute Industry:
High Rate of Procurement: Mills face a high rate of procurement, acquiring raw jute at
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prices exceeding their selling prices post-processing.
This is exacerbated by a convoluted procurement process involving middlemen or
traders, increasing costs further.

Insufficient Raw Material: Despite efforts to boost jute cultivation, India still
struggles with insufficient raw material supply, exacerbating procurement issues and
affecting production capacity.
Obsolete Mills and Machinery: The Jute Industry grapples with obsolete mills and
machinery, necessitating technological upgrades to enhance efficiency and
competitiveness.
Fierce Competition From Synthetic Materials: Jute contends with fierce competition
from synthetic materials, which offer cheaper packaging solutions, impacting demand for
jute products negatively.

Furthermore, decreased demand is witnessed due to the availability of alternative
fibres like Mesta, diminishing the market for jute products.

Labour issues and Infrastructure Hurdles: Labor issues plague the industry,
particularly in West Bengal, with frequent strikes, lockouts, and disputes disrupting
operations and adding to instability.

Infrastructural bottlenecks such as inadequate power supply, transportation
challenges, and limited access to capital impede the industry's sustainability
efforts, hindering growth and modernization initiatives.

What are the Key Facts About Jute?

Conditions Required for Cultivation:
Temperature: Between 25-35°C
Rainfall: Around 150-250 cm
Soil Type: Well drained alluvial soil.

Production:
India is the largest producer of jute followed by Bangladesh and China.

However, in terms of acreage and trade, Bangladesh takes the lead accounting for
three-fourths of the global jute exports in comparison to India’s 7%.

Jute crop cultivation is concentrated in three States, namely, West Bengal, Assam and
Bihar accounting for 99% of the production.
It is mainly concentrated in eastern India because of the rich alluvial soil of the Ganga-
Brahmaputra delta.

Uses:
It is known as the golden fibre. It is used in making gunny bags, mats, ropes, yarn,
carpets and other artefacts.
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What are the Key Recommendations of the Standing Committee?

Modernising and Upgrading Technology:
There is a need to encourage jute mills to invest in state-of-the-art machinery and
technology to enhance productivity and elevate product standards.
Foster partnerships with research institutions to drive innovation and progress.

Efficient Raw Material Procurement:
Streamline the process of acquiring raw jute to minimise expenses. Promote contract
farming initiatives and offer incentives to farmers to boost jute cultivation.

Enhanced Quality Control and Standardisation:
Reinforce quality control protocols to maintain uniform excellence in jute products.
Establish and enforce stringent standards for jute goods.

Skill Enhancement and Training:
Empower jute workers with comprehensive training programs to refine their expertise.
Place emphasis on honing skills in weaving, dyeing, and value-added processes.

Market Expansion:
There is a need to pioneer exploration into untapped global markets for jute products.
Promote jute-based handicrafts and lifestyle commodities to broaden market reach.

Research and Development Promotion:
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Allocate resources for research endeavours focused on advancing jute-related
innovations.
Encourage collaborative efforts between industry players and research entities.

Promoting Jute Products:
Launch awareness campaigns spotlighting the eco-friendly attributes and sustainability of
jute.
Educate consumers on the merits of choosing jute products.

Policy Advocacy:
Formulate policies that incentivize jute cultivation and value addition.
Extend financial assistance to jute mills for the adoption of cutting-edge technologies.

What are the Government Schemes Related to Jute Industry?

Export Market Development Assistance (EMDA) Scheme:
The EMDA program, initiated by the National Jute Board (NJB), encourages
manufacturers and exporters of jute products to participate in international fairs
worldwide. It aims to promote the export of lifestyle and other Jute Diversified
Products (JDPs).

Jute Packaging Materials (Compulsory Use in Packing Commodities) Act 1987:
The act was enacted to ensure the mandatory use of jute packaging material in the supply
and distribution of certain commodities.

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs has extended mandatory packaging
of 100% food grains and 20% sugar in diversified jute bags for the Jute Year
2023-24.

Jute Geotextiles (JGT):
The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) has approved a Technical Textiles
Mission which includes Jute Geo-Textiles.

JGT is one of the most important diversified jute products. It can be applied in many
fields like civil engineering, soil erosion control, road pavement construction and
protection of river banks.

Minimum Support Price for Jute:
Jute Corporation of India (JCI) is the Price Support Agency of the Govt. of India for jute,
to protect the interest of the Jute Growers through procurement of Raw Jute under the MSP
fixed by the government from time to time and also to stabilise the raw jute market for the
benefit of the jute farmers and the jute economy as a whole.
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Golden Fibre Revolution and Technology Mission on Jute and Mesta:
They are two of the government initiatives to boost jute production in India.
Due to its high cost, it is losing the market to synthetic fibres and packing materials,
particularly nylon.

Jute SMART:
It is an e-government initiative which was launched in December 2016 to promote
transparency in the jute sector.
It provides an integrated platform for procurement of sacking by Government agencies.

Some of Other Allied Fibers

Sunhemp: Sunnhemp is a versatile leguminous crop with various applications. It is well-suited for
producing speciality paper, ropes, twines, fishing nets, and canvas. Additionally, the army uses
sunhemp to create camouflage nets for defence purposes.
Ramie: Ramie is another natural fibre with significant potential. It is known for its strength,
durability, and resistance to mildew and bacteria. Ramie fibres are used in textiles,
papermaking, and industrial applications.
Sisal: Sisal fibres come from the agave plant. They are strong, durable, and commonly used for
making ropes, twines, and other cordage products.
Flax: Flax fibres are derived from the flax plant. They are used to make linen textiles, paper, and
other products.
Nettle Fiber: Nettle fibres are obtained from the stinging nettle plant. They have been used for
centuries to create textiles.

UPSC Civil Services Examination, Previous Year Question (PYQ)

Prelims:

Q.1 Recently, there was a growing awareness in our country about the importance of
Himalayan nettle (Girardinia diversifolia) because it is found to be a sustainable source of
(2019)

(a) anti-malarial drug
(b) biodiesel 
(c) pulp for paper industry 
(d) textile fibre

Ans: (d)

Q.2 “The crop is subtropical in nature. A hard frost is injurious to it. It requires at least 210
frost-free days and 50 to 100 centimeters of rainfall for its growth. A light well-drained soil
capable of retaining moisture is ideally suited for the cultivation of the crop.” (2020) Which
one of the following is that crop?

(a) Cotton
(b) Jute
(c) Sugarcane
(d) Tea

Ans: (a)

Q.3 The lower Gangetic plain is characterized by humid climate with high temperature
throughout the year. Which one among the following pairs of crops is most suitable for this
region? (2011)



(a) Paddy and cotton
(b) Wheat and Jute 
(c) Paddy and Jute 
(d) Wheat and cotton

Ans: (c)

Mains:

Q. Explain various types of revolutions, took place in Agriculture after Independence in India. How these
revolutions have helped in poverty alleviation and food security in India? (2017)
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