Mains Practice Question

Q. What were the historical underpinnings of the Indian Constitution and how did they influence its
evolution? (150 words)
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Approach

= Start your answer by briefly introducing historical underpinnings of the Indian constitution.
= Discuss their influence on the evolution of the Indian constitution.
= Conclude accordingly.

Introduction

= |ndia, the world's largest democracy, achieved independence from British colonial rule in 1947. In
1950, the Indian Constitution came into force, outlining a framework for the country's governance.
The Constitution draws on a rich.legacy of Indian political and social thought and reflects the
nation's historical experiences.

Body

= Historical Underpinnings of the Indian Constitution:
o The Indian Constitution's historical underpinnings can be traced back to various sources,
including indigenous traditions, colonial experiences, and Western political thought.
o Indigenous Traditions:

e The Constitution draws upon India's ancient and medieval political and social
traditions. Ancient Indian texts such as the Vedas, Upanishads, and
Dharmashastras provided insights into the nature of governance, rights, and
duties.

e The Buddhist and Jain teachings on non-violence, tolerance, and
equality also influenced the Constitution's framing.
e Similarly, the medieval Bhakti movement's emphasis on individual liberty
and spiritual equality also found reflection in the Constitution.
o Colonial Experiences:

e The British colonial rule in India had a profound impact on the Constitution's
framing. The Indian National Congress and other political movements that emerged
during the colonial period drew heavily on Western ideas of liberty, democracy,
and constitutionalism.

e The Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms of 1919 and the Government of India Act of 1935
laid the groundwork for the Constitution's eventual drafting.

o Western Political Thought:

e The Constitution also reflects the influence of Western political thought, particularly
the ideas of liberal democracy and the separation of powers.

e The framers of the Indian Constitution were inspired by the American
and French Constitutions and the British parliamentary system.

e The Constitution also incorporates elements of socialist and Gandhian
thought, such as the idea of social and economic justice and the emphasis



on non-violence.
= Influence on the Evolution of the Indian Constitution:
o The historical underpinnings of the Indian Constitution have had a significant impact on its
evolution, from the initial drafting to subsequent amendments.
o Drafting of the Constitution:

e The Constituent Assembly, tasked with drafting the Constitution, was deeply
influenced by India's diverse historical and social experiences.

e The Assembly's members, drawn from various regions and communities,
brought their unique perspectives and traditions to the table.

e The debates and discussions during the drafting process reflected the
influence of India's indigenous traditions, colonial experiences, and
Western political thought.

o Incorporation of Fundamental Rights:

e The Constitution's fundamental rights reflect India's ancient and medieval traditions
of individual liberty and social justice.

e The right to life, liberty, and equality before the law draw on India's
Dharmashastras and the Bhakti movement's emphasis on spiritual
equality.

e The inclusion of the right to freedom of religion and cultural and educational
rights reflects India's diverse social fabric.

o Amendments to the Constitution:

e The Indian Constitution's evolution through amendments reflects the changing
political and social landscape of the country.

e The inclusion of Directive Principles of State Policy in the Constitution's
preamble, inspired by Gandhian and socialist thought, was a significant
amendment that reflected India's post-independence aspirations.

e Similarly, the 73" and 74" Constitutional Amendments of 1992 that
empowered local governance reflect India's commitment to
grassroots democracy.

o Some of the landmark judgments by the Supreme Court that have influenced the
evolution of the Indian Constitution include:

e The Kesavananda Bharati case (1973), which established the principle of the
basic structure of the Constitution, means that certain core features of the
Constitution cannot be amended.

e The Minerva Mills case (1980), which upheld the principle of judicial review
and struck down certain provisions of the 42nd Amendment.

Conclusion

The historical underpinnings of the Indian Constitution reflect India's diverse social and political
experiences. The Constitution draws on India's indigenous traditions, colonial experiences, and Western
political thought, and has evolved through amendments to reflect changing aspirations and challenges.
Despite this the Constitution remains a living document, reflecting India's democratic and pluralistic ethos.
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