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Q. “Refugees should not be turned back to the country where they would face persecution or human right
violation”. Examine the statement with reference to the ethical dimension being violated by the nation
claiming to be democratic with open society. (150 Words)

  07 Apr, 2022     GS Paper 4 Theoretical Questions   
  

Approach

Introduce with writing about who are refugees.
Discuss the ethical dimension of turning back refugees to their country where they face
persecution or human right violation.
Conclude suitably.

Answer 

The United Nations defines ‘refugee’ as a person who owing to a well-founded fear of being persecuted for
reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group or political opinion, is outside
the country of his nationality and is unable or unwilling to avail himself of the protection of that country.

Under international human rights law, the principle of non-refoulement guarantees that no one should be
returned to a country where he/she would face torture, cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or
punishment and other irreparable harm. This principle applies to all migrants at all times, irrespective of
migration status.

Human rights are undeniable rights to life, liberty and opportunity to realise one’s potential. Turning back
the refugees violates their basic human rights. Most refugees suffer without any fault of their own. It goes
against all ethical principles to deny them opportunity to escape violence and persecution.

Countries often do not provide refuge for reasons of limited resources, security threats and primary
responsibility towards their citizens. However, with this, they violate their responsibility as members of the
global community. Besides, many refugee crises are the products of the western world. They should take
historical responsibility for their actions.

It sets a wrong example for the future in dehumanising refugees and refusal to recognise their suffering.
Subsequently, this leads to decline in values like care, empathy and compassion in the society.
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