
  
  

New Addition to the Ramsar Sites List
Why in News?

Recently, India has added 10 more Ramsar sites, or wetlands that are of international importance, taking
the number of such sites to 64.

Earlier, India designated five new wetlands of international importance – the Karikili Bird
Sanctuary, Pallikaranai Marsh Reserve Forest and Pichavaram Mangrove in Tamil Nadu, Pala
wetland in Mizoram and Sakhya Sagar in Madhya Pradesh.
A Ramsar site is a wetland of international importance under the Ramsar Convention, which is
also known as the ‘Convention on Wetlands’ — an intergovernmental environmental treaty
established by UNESCO in 1971, and named after the city of Ramsar in Iran, where the convention
was signed that year.

Which New Sites have been added?
Name States Specificatio

ns
Koonthankulam
Bird Sanctuary

Tamil Nadu This is
the
larges
t reser
ve for 
breedi
ng res
ident
and m
igrator
y
water
birds
in
South
India.
It is an
Import
ant
Bird
and Bi
odiver
sity
Area f
ormin
g part
of the
Centra
l Asian
Flywa
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y.
Gulf of Mannar

Marine
Biosphere
Reserve

Tamil Nadu It is
the
first
Marin
e Bios
phere 
Reser
ve in
South
&
South
-East
Asia.
It is
one of
the
most 
biologi
cally d
iverse 
region
s in
India.

Vembannur
Wetland
Complex

Tamil Nadu It is a 
huma
n-
made
inland
tank.
It
forms
the so
uthern
most
tip of 
penins
ular
India
furthe
r it
forms
part of
the Im
portan
t Bird
and Bi
odiver
sity
Area
(IBA)
and
hence
part of
BirdLif
e Inter
nation
al
Data



Zone.
Vellode Bird
Sanctuary

Tamil Nadu The w
etland
s have
been 
evalua
ted
and pr
ioritiz
ed con
siderin
g
factor
s like
the ec
ology
of the 
wetlan
d,
earlier
bird c
ounts,
record
s of br
eedin
g, and
roosti
ng col
onies.

Vedanthangal
Bird Sanctuary

Tamil Nadu It is
one of
the
oldest 
bird-pr
otecte
d
areas
in
Tamil
Nadu.
This
site is
also re
cogniz
ed int
ernati
onally
as an I
mport
ant
Bird
and Bi
odiver
sity
Area
(IBA).

Udhayamarthan
dapuram Bird

Sanctuary

Tamil Nadu The
site is
an im



portan
t stagi
ng
and br
eedin
g
groun
d for
severa
l speci
es of 
water
birds.
The n
otable
specie
s obse
rved
at the
site
are ori
ental
darter
,
glossy
ibis,
grey
Heron
& Eur
asian 
spoon
bill.

Satkosia Gorge Odisha It spre
ads
along
the m
agnific
ent
gorge
over
the
might
y
ri
ver
 Mah
anadi
.
It was 
establi
shed
in
1976
as a
wildlif
e sanc
tuary
and su
pports
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a rich 
ecosy
stem, 
repres
enting
a dive
rse po
pulati
on of
floral
and
faunal
specie
s.
Satkos
ia is
the m
eeting
point
of
 two 
bioge
ograp
hic re
gions
of
India,
the D
eccan
Penin
sula
and
the E
aster
n Gha
ts, co
ntribu
ting i
mmen
se bio
diversi
ty.

Nanda Lake Goa It is co
nsider
ed to
be crit
ically 
signifi
cant
for its 
ecosy
stem s
ervice
s and 
biodiv
ersity
values
for the
local c



ommu
nities
and
societ
y at
large.

Ranganathittu
Bird Sanctuary

Karnataka It has
been 
enliste
d as
one of
the Im
portan
t Bird
Areas
(IBA)
in Kar
natak
a and
India
by Bo
mbay 
Natur
al
Histor
y Soci
ety.
It is an
ecolog
ically i
mport
ant riv
erine 
wetlan
d of
India,
rich in
biodiv
ersity.

Sirpur Wetland Madhya
Pradesh

It is
not
only i
mport
ant for
its aes
thetic
value
but it 
provid
es im
mense
ecolog
ical se
rvices
such
as
being
an im
portan



t
source
of
water
and h
elping
groun
dwate
r rech
arge
in the 
downs
tream
areas.

UPSC Civil Services Examination Previous Year Question (PYQ)

Prelims

Q. If a wetland of international importance is brought under the ‘Montreux Record’, what does
it imply? (2014)

(a) Changes in ecological character have occurred, are occurring or are likely to occur in the wetland as a
result of human interference.

(b) The country in which the wetland is located should enact a law to prohibit any human activity within
five kilometres from the edge of the wetland.

(c) The survival of the wetland depends on the cultural practices and traditions of certain communities
living in its vicinity and therefore the cultural diversity therein should not be destroyed.

(d) It is given the status of ‘World Heritage Site.’

Ans: (a)

Exp:

The Montreux Record is a register of wetland sites on the List of Wetlands of
International Importance where changes in ecological character have occurred, are occurring,
or are likely to occur as a result of technological developments, pollution or other human
interferences. It is maintained as part of the Ramsar List.
The Convention on Wetlands, called the Ramsar Convention, is an intergovernmental treaty that
provides the framework for the conservation and wise use of wetlands and their resources. The
Convention was adopted in the Iranian city of Ramsar in 1971 and came into force in
1975.

Mains

Q. What is wetland? Explain the Ramsar concept of ‘wise use’ in the context of wetland conservation. Cite
two examples of Ramsar sites from India. (2018)

Source: PIB
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