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Why in News

Recently, the Punjab government has announced the formation of Malerkotla as the 23
district of the state.

Section 5 of the Punjab Land Revenue Act, 1887 says the “State government may, by
notification, vary the limits and alter the numbers of tehsils, districts and divisions into
which the State is divided.”

Key Points

History of Malerkotla:
 The Malerkoltla is former princley state and only Muslim-dominated town of

Punjab.
Historically, Malerkotla owes its foundations in the 15  century to Sufi saint
Sheikh Sadrauddin Sadar-i-Jahan, also known as Haider Sheikh.
After the decline of the Mughal empire, Malerkotla’s rulers exercised greater
independence and at the time of the invasion of India by Ahmad Shah Abdali
from Afghanistan, they aligned with him.

 Ahmed Shah Abdali invaded India eight times from 1748 to 1767.
In 19  century, Malerkotla became one among the cis-Sutlej states.
Malerkotla continued under the British protection and the alliance with the
neighbouring Sikh states till 1947 when it became the only Muslim majority
Sikh state in East Punjab.
After the dissolution of the princely states in 1948, Malerkotla joined the new
state of PEPSU or Patiala and East Punjab States Union (PEPSU). PEPSU
itself was dissolved in 1954 and Malerkotla became a part of Punjab.

Cis- Sutlej Sates
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The Cis-Sutlej states were a group of small states in Punjab region in the 19
century, lying between the Sutlej River on the north, the Himalayas on the east, the
Yamuna River and Delhi District on the south, and Sirsa District on the west.
The states were called Cis- Sutlej by the British because they were on the British, or
southern, side of the Sutlej River.
The Cis-Sutlej states included Kaithal, Patiala, Jind, Thanesar, Malerkotla and
Faridkot.
Under the threat of absorption into Sikh Maharaja Ranjit Singh’s kingdom, they
appealed to the British, who established dominance over them by the Treaty of
Amritsar with Ranjit Singh (1809).
The states survived until the independence of India (1947), at which time they were
organized into the Patiala and East Punjab States Union (PEPSU).
They subsequently were absorbed into the Indian states of Punjab and Haryana.

Malerkotla and the Sikh Community:
‘Haa Da Naara’ Episode (1705): 

Malerkotla Nawab Sher Mohammad Khan had raised his voice (‘Haa Da
Naara’) against brutal execution of Chote Sahibzade (youngest sons of
Guru Gobind Singh — Zorawar Singh (9) and Fateh Singh (6) – by Nawab
of Sirhind, Wazir Khan in 1705.

Gurdwara Haa da Naara Sahib was built in Malerkotla to
commemorate the voice raised by Sher Mohammad Khan.

Wadda Ghallugara (1762): The Nawab Bhikam Shah fought on the side of
Abdali’s forces in a battle against the Sikhs in 1762. 

The battle is known as ‘Wadda Ghallugara’ or the Great Holocaust where
tens and thousands of Sikhs were killed.

Treaty of Friendship (1769): In 1769, a treaty of friendship was signed with Raja
Amar Singh of Patiala by the then Nawab of Malerkotla.
Namdhari Massacre (1872): The British administration of Malerkotla
(Punjab) was attacked by the contingents of Namdharis (a sect of Sikhs)
under the leadership of Hira Singh and lehna Singh, on 15  January, 1872.

The British Administration ordered that the Namdhari revolutionaries should
be brought to the Parade Ground and blown up with cannons.

That ground as a symbol of martyrdom has been named now as
‘Kukian Da Shaheedi Park’.

Creation of New District
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Role of State: The power to create new districts or alter or abolish existing
districts rests with the State governments.

This can either be done through an executive order or by passing a law in
the State Assembly.
Many States prefer the executive route by simply issuing a notification in the
official gazette.

Purpose of Creation: States argue that smaller districts lead to better
administration and governance. 

For example, in 2016, the Assam government issued a notification to upgrade
the Majuli sub-division to Majuli district for “administrative expediency”.

Role of Centre: The Centre has no role to play in the alteration of districts or
creation of new ones. States are free to decide. 

Role of Home Ministry: The Home Ministry comes into the picture when a State
wants to change the name of a district or a railway station. 

The State government’s request is sent to other departments and agencies
such as the Ministry of Earth Sciences, Intelligence Bureau, Department of
Posts, Geographical Survey of India Sciences and the Railway Ministry
seeking clearance.
A no-objection certificate may be issued after examining their replies.

Number of Districts in India: 
According to the 2011 Census, there were 593 districts in the country. 

Between 2001-2011, as many as 46 districts were created by States.
Though the 2021 Census is yet to happen, currently there are 718
districts in the country.

The surge in number is also due to bifurcation of Andhra Pradesh into A.P and
Telangana in 2014.
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