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This article is based on_“Managing an upheaval: On universal vaccination” which
was published in The Hindu on 21/04/2021. It talks about the associated issues with the
accelerated rollout of the vaccine.

Eight months ago, India had begun a decline in daily Covid-19 infections to the extent that
many experts believed that a devastating second wave was unlikely in India. However, the
second wave of Covid-19 has brought health infrastructure to a near collapse.

Moreover, India’s options for containing the pandemic are narrowing as it can ill-afford
another lockdown now. In this context, the combination of panic, public pressure, and the
magnitude of the crisis has prompted the Union Government to authorize vaccines to anyone
above 18 and give states more control over procurement.

Though these are positive steps, there are many challenges that will act as a roadblock to the
universalization or even accelerating the rollout of the Covid-19 vaccine in India.

Associated Issues with Accelerated Rollout of the Vaccine

* Vaccine Shortage: At the optimistic rate of three million doses a day, it would take at
least 260 days from today for every adult to get at least a single shot.

Given the shortage of vaccines, India cannot afford to have a single or universal
policy and needs to make it more targeted.

e Under Financing: It is unclear if merely the policy move of liberalizing vaccine
supply will leave States in India with the finances and negotiating power to procure
enough stocks of vaccines.

e Shortage of Raw Material: The inability of getting the much-needed raw materials
from the United States — bags, vials, cell culture media, single-use tubing, specialized
chemicals, etc. that have now been banned for export has disrupted the vaccine
production in India.
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e Balancing Global Commitments: Another issue is concerning international
obligations. Of the 38 million doses the global alliance program Covax has so far
distributed to 84 countries, 28 were from India.

o Further, under the vaccine diplomacy initiative, India exported 60 million doses,
half on commercial terms and 10 million as grants.

o That obligation may have to be followed up perhaps as they would need for their
second dose.

Way Forward

e Massive Multimedia Campaigns: If fresh lockdowns are to be avoided, we need to
enforce masks by investing in massive multimedia campaigns for information,
education, and communication, like it was done for polio and HIV.

e Supporting Domestic Production: It should also speed up approvals and financial
packages for ramping up domestic production for expanding supply, expanding age
bands.

o Further, as supplies improve and decentralize implementation decisions to states
to enable better efficiencies, and allow export after ensuring at least five months
stock.

o Also, there is a need to improve efficiencies in utilization and drastically reduce
vaccine wastage

e Strengthening VaccineSupply Chain: Enhancing Electronic Vaccine
Intelligence Network (eVIN) system will enhance real-time information on vaccine
stocks and storage temperatures across all country’s cold chain points.

Conclusion

India’s Covid-19 vaccine drive will be a monumental mission, not just in terms of vaccinating
its own population, but also vaccinating a large part of the world thanks to its position as the
world’s leading vaccine producer.

Addressing the issues associated with the development and distribution of vaccines will
augment the effort to efficiently get vaccines to hundreds of millions in the shortest period of
time.

Drishti Mains Question

Highlight the major challenges that may act as a roadblock to the universalization or even
accelerating the rollout of the Covid-19 vaccine in India.
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