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Homo erectus

Why in News

According to a study published in ‘Nature’, the last known settlement of Homo erectus was
situated in Ngandong on the Indonesian island of Java.

e Homo erectus (meaning upright man) is an extinct species of the human genus
(Homo), perhaps an ancestor of modern humans (Homo sapiens).

e As per the study, the human ancestors existed on the Indonesian island between
1,08,000 and 1,17,000 years ago.

e While fossil remains from H. erectus are found in Africa, like those of earlier
hominins, they have also been identified at fossil sites widely dispersed across
Eurasia.
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e In particular, H. erectus had a similar range of body sizes to modern humans, and
it is the first human ancestor to have similar limb and torso proportions to those seen
in modern humans. This suggests it had adapted to walking on two feet in a more
open, grassland environment, rather than swinging from tree branch to branch.

Hominin

e Hominin is any member of the zoological “tribe” Hominini (family Hominidae, order
Primates), of which only one species exists today—Homo sapiens, or human beings.

e The term is used most often to refer to extinct members of the human lineage, some
of which are now quite well known from fossil remains: Homo neanderthalensis (the
Neanderthals), Homo erectus, Homo habilis, and various species of Australopithecus.

Homo erectus facts

» Lived: from about two million years ago until at least 250,000 years ago

* Where: Africa, Asia and perhaps Europe

* Appearance: human-like body proportions and upright stance, a protruding brow
ridge, large face and no chin

 Brain size: about 550-1 250cm?

* Height: about 1.4-1.8m

* Weight: about 41-65kg

» Diet: meat (initially from scavenging but later potentially also from hunting) and
plants

» Species named in: 1893 (as Anthropopithecus erectus, renamed
Fithecanthropus erectus in 1894 and Homo erectus in 1950) following its 1891
discovery

* Name meaning: 'upright human’

Source: TH
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