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Savitri Bai Phule
Recently 187th birth anniversary of Savitri Bai Phule was celebrated.

Savitri Bai Phule was the social reformer of the 19th century who worked in the field
of women education.

Personal Life

Savitribai Phule was born on 3 January 1831 at Naigaon in Maharashtra’s Satara
district.
She was the eldest daughter of Lakshmi and Khandoji Neveshe Patil, both of whom
belonged to the Mali community, now an Other Backward Caste (OBC).
At the age of 9, she was married to 13-year-old Jyotirao Phule.
Jyotirao Phule, better known as Jyotiba, was also a social reformer who worked in the
field of women education. Jyotirao educated Savitribai at home after their
marriage.
Savitribai Phule died on 10 March 1897,  while caring for a patient in the clinic she had
opened for the treatment of those affected by the bubonic plague.

Social Endeavors and Its Impact

In the 19th century, public education was limited and there were only a few missionary
schools which were “open to all”. In this period, Jyotiba, at the age of 21, and Savitri,
17, opened a school for women in 1848.

It was the country’s first school for women started by Indians.
She also took teacher’s training course at an institute run by an American missionary
in Ahmednagar and in Pune’s Normal School.
She then started teaching girls in Pune’s Maharwada.
By the end of 1851, the Phules were running three schools in Pune with around
150 girl students. The teaching methods at their schools were believed to be better
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than government schools and soon the number of girls enrolled in Phule’s schools
outnumbered that of the boys in government schools.
In 1849, Jyotiba and Savitri Bai left their family home as their acts were considered
against the society by their family.

They stayed with the family of a friend, Usman Sheikh, where Savitribai met
Fatima Begum Sheikh.
Fatima Sheikh along with Savitribai went to the Normal School and they both
graduated together. She was the first Muslim woman teacher of India.

In the 1850s, the Phule couple initiated two educational trusts—the Native Female
School, Pune and The Society for Promoting the Education of Mahars, Mangs and
Etceteras—which came to have many schools under them.
She published Kavya Phule in 1854 and Bavan Kashi Subodh Ratnakar in 1892. In
her poem, Go, Get Education, she urges the oppressed communities to get an
education and break free from the chains of oppression.
In 1852, Savitribai started the Mahila Seva Mandal to raise awareness about
women’s rights. Savitribai called for a women’s gathering where members from all
castes were welcome and everybody was expected to sit on the same mattress.
She simultaneously campaigned against child marriage, while supporting widow
remarriage.
In 1863, they started a home for the prevention of infanticide in their own house,
for the safety of pregnant, exploited Brahman widows and to nurture their
children.
In 1890, Jyotirao passed away. Defying all social norms, she lit his funeral pyre.
After Jyotiba’s death in 1890, Savitribai carried forward the work of the organization
Satya Shodhak Samaj and also chaired the annual session held at Saswad in 1893.
She initiated the first Satyashodhak marriage—a marriage without a dowry,
Brahmin priests or Brahminical rituals in 1873. Her adopted son, Yashwant, too,
had a Satyashodhak inter-caste marriage.
Her achievements were diverse and numerous, but they had a singular effect—posing
a brave and pioneering challenge to the caste system and patriarchy.

Satya Shodhak Samaj (Truth Seekers Society)

It was founded by Jyotirao Phule in 1873 in Pune.
Satya shodhak samaj was founded with a purpose to give education to the lower
castes, scheduled caste, scheduled tribes and made them aware of the exploiting
tradition of society.

Important Facts for Prelims (12th January 2019)
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National Youth Day

The National Youth Day is observed every year on 12 January to mark the birth
anniversary of Swami Vivekananda.
The first edition of National Youth Day was celebrated in the year 1985.
International Youth Day is celebrated on 12  August.

Human Space Flight Centre

The Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) has set up a Human Space Flight
Center in Bengaluru.
The center, a new management structure within the organization, will be in charge of
all human-related programme at the ISRO, including the Gaganyaan project, that will
send three astronauts to orbit the earth.
Two unmanned flights are scheduled for December 2020 and July 2021, while
manned flight is expected to take place by December 2021.

Starship Hopper

The private space agency SpaceX has unveiled a spacecraft that will carry humans to
Mars and Moon in future.
The spacecraft is named as “Starship Hopper”. The prototype is 8 meters in diameter.

Vijay Mallya Becomes First Person to be Declared ‘Fugitive Economic
Offender’

Vijay Mallya became the first person to be declared a ‘fugitive economic offender’
under the Fugitive Economic Offenders’ Act, 2018 by a special Prevention of
Money Laundering Act (PMLA) Court.
Now, a special FEOA court can order the confiscation of a FEO’s properties, including
those which are benami, and the proceeds of crime in and outside India.
Once properties are confiscated, the Union government has the right over them, and
it can dispose them after 90 days.

Phuti Masjid

Phuti Masjid was built by Sarfaraz Khan and is located in Murshidabad, West
Bengal.
Sarfaraz Khan was the maternal grandson of Murshid Quli Khan.
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Murshid Quli Khan was the founder of the city Murshidabad and the Nasiri dynasty.
Murshid Quli Khan was born a poor Deccani Odia Brahmin before being sold into
slavery.
From 1717 until 1880, three successive Islamic dynasties – Nasiri, Afshar and Najafi
– ruled Bengal.
The first dynasty, the Nasiri, ruled from 1717 until 1740.
Only two of its five planned domes were completed. As the builder died soon after
construction began, the mosque was never completed. And so the name Phuti
Masjid, or broken mosque.
It is also known rather morbidly as Fouti Masjid. ‘Fout’ means death, and the name
was apparently given after the builder’s death.
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