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1. The Preamble to the Constitution of India is
UPSC CSE (Pre) 2020

(a) a part of the Constitution but has no legal effect

(b) nota part of the Constitution and has no legal effect
either

(c) a part of the Constitution and has the same legal
effect as any other part

(d) a part of the Constitution but has no legal effect
independently of other parts
Answer: (d)
Explanation:

QO ThePreambleistheintroductory part of the Constitution.
It contains the ideals, objectives and basic principles of
the Constitution. The salient features of the Constitution
have evolved directly and indirectly from these objectives
which flow from the Preamble.

Q InKesavananda Bharati Case (1973), the Supreme Court
held that:

QO The Preamble is a part of the Constitution and is of
extreme importance.

QO The Preamble is not the supreme power or source of
any restriction or prohibition but it plays an important
role in the interpretation of statutes and provisions
of the Constitution.

O In Union Government vs. LIC of India Case (1995), the
Supreme Court has once again held that Preamble is the
integral part of the Constitution but is not directly
enforceable in a court of law in India. It has no legal
effect independently of other parts and its objectives
are implemented through various acts and policies.

O Further, in Charan Lal Sahu vs. Union of India, the SC held
that the recognition of the preamble as an integral part
of the Constitution makes the preamble a valuable aid
in the construction of the provisions of the Constitution,
because unlike the preamble to an act, the Preamble to
the Constitution occupies the same position as other
enacting words or provisions of the Constitution.
Therefore, option (d) is the correct answer.

Introduction

2.

Who was the President of the Constituent Assembly?
CAPF (ACs) Exam 2020

(a) B.R.Ambedkar
(b) Rajendra Prasad
(c) Alladi Krishnaswami Aiyar
(d) Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan

Answer: (b)

Explanation:

a

The Constitution Day also known as ‘Samvidhan Divas’,
is celebrated in our country on 26" November every year
to commemorate the adoption of the Constitution of
India, which came into effect from 26 January 1950.
The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment notified
this day to be observed as Constitution Day.

The Constitution of India was framed by the Constituent
Assembly set up under the Cabinet Mission Plan of 1946.
The Assembly held its first meeting on December 9, 1946,
and elected Dr. Sachhidanand Sinha, the oldest member
of the Assembly as the Provisional President. On
December 11, 1946, the Assembly elected Dr. Rajendra
Prasad as its permanent Chairman.

The Constituent Assembly set up various committees for
framing the constitution including a Drafting Committee
under the Chairmanship of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar. On the
basis of the reports of these committees, a draft of the
Constitution was prepared by a seven-member Drafting
Committee.

The Constitution of India is not typeset or printed but
was handwritten and calligraphic in both English and
Hindi. It was entirely handcrafted by the artists of
Shantiniketan under the guidance of Acharya Nandalal
Bose, with the calligraphy texts done by Prem Behari
Narain Raizada in Delhi.

Therefore, option (b) is the correct answer.

The 11* Schedule of the Constitution of India distributes
powers between: CDS Exam (1) 2020
(a) the Union and the State Legislatures

(b) the State Legislatures and the Panchayat

(c) the Municipal Corporation and the Panchayat

(d) the Gram Sabha and the Panchayat
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Answer: (b) How long shall we continue to deny equality in our
Explanation: social and economic life? If we continue to deny it
O The 11* Schedule of Indian Constitution was added in for long, we will do so only by putting our political
1992 by the 73" Constitution Amendment Act. democracy in peril. We must remove this contradiction
This schedule contains 29 subjects. This schedule covers at the earliest possible moment or else those who
important topics such as Panchayat’s powers, rural suffer from inequality will blow up the structure of
development, poverty alleviation, market, roads and democracy which this Assembly has so laboriously
drinking water etc. built up.”
The 11" Schedule thus distributes powers between the Therefore, option (a) is the correct answer.
State Legislature and the Panchayat just as the 7" | 5 Wwhich of the following Articles was defended by Dr. B.R.
Schedule distributes powers between the Union and the Ambedkar on the plea that it would be used as ‘a matter
State Legislature. of last resort’? CDS Exam (1) 2020
Article 243G provides power, authority and (a) Article 352 (b) Article 359
respc'm5|b|I|t|.es gf Panchayat's: Subject to the provisions (c) Article 356 (d) Article 368
of this Constitution, the Legislature of a State may, by
law, endow the Panchayats with such powers and Answer: (c)
authority as may be necessary to enable them to function | Explanation:
as institutions of self-government and such law may O In Constituent Assembly’s debate over Article 356 of
contain provisions for the devolution of powers and Indian Constitution, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar defended it on
responsibilities upon Panchayats at the appropriate level, the plea that it would be used as ‘a matter of last resort’
subject to such conditions as may be specified therein, | 4 Article 356 of Indian Constitution deals with declaration
with respect to: of emergency in the state due to failure of the
QO the preparation of plans for economic development Constitutional machinery in the State.
and social justice; O Under Article 356 President’s Rule is imposed if the
O the implementation of schemes for economic President, upon receipt of the report from the Governor
development and social justice as may be entrusted of the State or otherwise, is satisfied that a situation has
to them including those in relation to the matters arisen in which the government of the State cannot be
listed in the Eleventh Schedule. carried on in accordance with the provisions of the
Therefore, option (b) is the correct answer. Constitution.
Who among the following stated in the Constituent O Article 355 imposes duty on the Centre to ensure that
Assembly that on 261 January, 1950, India was going to the government of every state is carried on in accordance
enter a life of contradictions? CDS Exam (1) 2020 with the provisions of the Constitution. In the
(a) Dr.B. R. Ambedkar (b) Jawaharlal Nehru performance of this duty, the Centre takes over the
. . government of the state under Article 356.
(c) Mahatma Gandhi (d) S.P. Mukherjee
Therefore, option (c) is the correct answer.
Answer: (a)
Explanation: 6. Which of the following terms were added to the
O B.R. Ambedkar while delivering the concluding speech Preamble of the Constitution of India by the Constitutional
in the Constituent Assembly on 25 November 1949, Amendment, 19767 CDS Exam (11) 2020
warned the makers of the Constitution against social and 1. Socialist 2. Secular
economic inequality and how these can be detrimental 3. Integrity 4. Fraternity
for th: :ealthd of the Indian Republic. In his famous Select the correct answer using the code given below:
speech, he said:
(f “On 26 January 1950, we are going to enter into a fa} 1 and 2 enly (b) 1, 2.and 3
. - Lo - . (c) 2and 4 (d) 1,3and 4
life of contradictions. In politics we will be recognising
the principle of one man one vote and one vote one | Answer: (b)
value. In our social and economic life, we shall, by | Explanation:
reason of our social and economic structure, continue O The Constitution of India commences with a Preamble.
to deny the principle of one man one value. How long The Preamble is like an introduction or preface of a book
shall we continue to live this life of contradictions? which outlines the purposes and objectives with which
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a

a

a

the document has been written. As such the Preamble

provides the guidelines of the Constitution.

The Preamble outlines the objectives of the Constitution

in two ways:

O Glimpse of the structure of governance.

O lIdeals to be aspired for in independent India.

The Preamble is considered to be the Key to the

Constitution. Basically, the key features laid down in the

Preamble are as follows:

O The Constitution derives its authority from the people
of India.

O Description of Indian State as Sovereign, Socialist,
Secular, Democratic, Republic. (‘Socialist’, ‘Secular’
and ‘Integrity’ were added to the Preamble by 42"
Amendment, 1976). The words "Sovereign,
Democratic Republic" were substituted by "Sovereign,
Socialist, Secular, Democratic, Republic" and the
words "unity of the Nation", were substituted by
"unity and integrity of the Nation"

Q Provision made available to all the citizens of India,
i.e.,

Justice social, economic and political;

Liberty of thought, expression, belief, faith and
worship;

Equality of status and opportunity;

Fraternity assures dignity of the individual and
the unity and integrity of the nation.

The Constitution of India was adopted on November 26,

1949.

Therefore, option (b) is the correct answer.

Who among the following was the advisor to the
Constituent Assembly? CDS Exam (Il) 2020
(a) B.N.Rau (b) B.R. Ambedkar

(c) Pattabhi Sitaramayya (d) Alladi Krishnaswamy

Answer: (a)

Explanation:

a

a

a

On 29" August 1947, the Constituent Assembly through
a resolution appointed a Drafting Committee.

The Drafting Committee had seven members including
Alladi Krishnaswami Ayyar, N. Gopalaswami; B.R.
Ambedkar, K.M Munshi, Mohammad Saadulla, B.L.
Mitter and D.P. Khaitan. At its first meeting on 30"
August 1947, the Drafting Committee elected B.R
Ambedkar as its Chairman.

Towards the end of October 1947, the Drafting
Committee began to scrutinise the Draft Constitution
prepared by B.N Rau, the Constitutional Advisor. He
became became First Indian Judge in the International

Introduction

Court of Justice (1950-54). The Committee made
various changes and submitted the Draft Constitution
to the President of the Constituent Assembly on 21
February 1948.

Q Finallyon November 26, 1949 the process was completed
and the Constituent Assembly adopted the Constitution.
284 members signed the document and the process of
constitution making was complete. This day is celebrated
as National Law Day or Constitution Day.

Therefore, option (a) is the correct answer.

8. Which one of the following is a correct description of the
Indian Federal System? CISF AC (EXE) LDCE 2020

(a) Dual citizenship

(b) States have equal representation in the Council of
States

(c) Persons belonging to the all-India services can be
dismissed or removed by the States

(d) Unlike in the USA, there is no dual system of courts.
Answer: (d)
Explanation:

Q The Constitution of India establishes a federal system of
government. However, the word ‘Federation’ has not
been used in the Constitution.

Q In afederation, there are two governments, i.e., Union
Government and state government.

O Indian federal system contains all the usual features of
afederation, viz., dual administration, division of powers,
written Constitution, supremacy of Constitution, rigidity
of Constitution, independent judiciary and bicameralism.

O However, the Indian Constitution also contains a large
number of unitary or non-federal features. Moreover,
Article 1 of the Indian constitution describes India as a
‘Union of States’. The Constitution itself has made the
Union government more powerful than the State
governments. It has unitary features such as single
unified judiciary, single citizenship, strong Centre, single
Constitution, flexibility of the Constitution and so on.

Q Therefore, itis said that India has a quasi-federal (neither
fully federal nor fully unitary) set up.

Q Federal Features of Indian Constitution:

O Division of Powers: The Seventh Schedule of the
Constitution contains three lists of subjects (Union
List, State List and Concurrent List) which show how
division of power is made between the two sets of
governments.
® |[f there is any dispute about the division of

powers, it can be resolved by the Judiciary on the
basis of the Constitutional provisions.

Drishti Publications n



1. Other than the Fundamental Rights, which of the
following parts of the Constitution of India reflect/
reflects the principles and provisions of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights (1948)?

UPSC CSE (Pre) 2020

1. Preamble
2. Directive Principles of State Policy
3. Fundamental Duties

Select the correct answer using the code given below:

(a) 1and 2 only (b) 2 only

(c) 1and3only (d) 1,2and 3
Answer: (d)
Explanation:

QO The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR),

Citizen-State Relations

basically civic and moral obligations on all citizens of
India. The fundamental duties such as promoting
harmony and the spirit of brotherhood among all the
people of India, renouncing practices which are
derogatory to the dignity of women, to develop scientific
temper, humanism etc., resonates with the principles
enshrined in UDHR. Hence, statement 3 is correct.

Therefore, option (d) is the correct answer.

. Whic one of the following categories of Fundamental

Rights incorporates protection against untouchability as
a form of discrimination? UPSC CSE (Pre) 2020

(a) Right against Exploitation

(b) Right to Freedom

(c) Right to Constitutional Remedies
(d) Right to Equality

adopted and proclaimed by the United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA) in 1948, establishes the equality and
dignity of every human being and stipulates that every
Government has a core duty to enable all people to enjoy
all their inalienable rights and freedoms.

Preamble: The objectives of Preamble such as Justice
(social, economic, and political), Equality and Liberty also
reflect the principles of UDHR. Hence, statement 1 is
correct.

Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP): Provided
under Articles 36 to 51, DPSPs are the principles that aim
at providing social and economic justice and set the path
towards the welfare state. These DPSP act as obligation
on state and are in consonance with human rights. Some
of the DPSP that are in sync with human rights are as
follows:

O Article 38: Promoting the welfare state

O Article 39: Minimizing inequalities

Q Article 39A: Free legal aid

QO Article 41: Supporting vulnerable sections of society
like unemployed, sick, disabled and old age persons.

Q Article 43: Securing living wage. Hence, statement 2
is correct.

Fundamental duties (Article 51A): Part IV A of the

Constitution provides 11 fundamental duties which are

Answer: (d)
Explanation:

Q There are six categories of Fundamental Rights under
the Indian Constitution:

QO Right to Equality (Articles 14-18)

Right to Freedom (Articles 19-22)

Right against Exploitation (Articles 23-24)

Right to Freedom of Religion (Articles 25-28)
Cultural and Educational Rights (Articles 29-30)
Right to Constitutional Remedies (Articles 32)

Q Article 17, under the Rights to Equality (Articles 14- 18),
talks about the abolition of untouchability and prohibition
of its practice. It abolishes ‘untouchability’ and forbids
its practice in any form. The enforcement of any disability
arising out of untouchability shall be an offence
punishable in accordance with law.

©C 00 O0O0

Therefore, option (d) is the correct answer.

3. In India, separation of judiciary from the executive is
enjoined by UPSC CSE (Pre) 2020

(a) the Preamble of the Constitution
(b) a Directive Principle of State Policy
(c) the Seventh Schedule
(d) the conventional practice

Answer: (b)

Drishti Publications m
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Explanation:

a

The Directive Principles of State Policy are enumerated
in Part IV (Articles 36 to 51) of the Indian Constitution.

Q Article 50 of the Constitution provides for separation of
judiciary from executive; it says that the State shall take
steps to separate the judiciary from the executive in the
public services of the State.

Therefore, option (b) is the correct answer.

4. With reference to the provisions contained in Part IV of
the Constitution of India, which of the following
statements is/are correct? UPSC CSE (Pre) 2020
1. They shall be enforceable by courts.

2. They shall not be enforceable by any court.
3. The principles laid down in this part are to influence
the making of laws by the State.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1only (b) 2 only
(c) 1and3only (d) 2and 3 only
Answer: (d)
Explanation:

Q Unlike the Fundamental Rights (Part Ill), the Directive
Principles of State Policy (DPSP) contained in Part IV
(Articles 36-51) of the Indian Constitution are non
justiciable in nature i.e., they are not enforceable by the
courts for their violation. Hence, statement 1 is not
correct and statement 2 is correct.

Q The Constitution (Article 37) itself says that these
principles are fundamental in the governance of the
country. It shall be the duty of the State to apply these
principles in making laws. Also, the Directive Principles
help the courts in examining and determining the
constitutional validity of a law. Hence, statement 3 is
correct.

Therefore, option (d) is the correct answer.

5. Which part of the Constitution of India declares the ideal
of Welfare State? UPSC CSE (Pre) 2020
(a) Directive Principles of State Policy
(b) Fundamental Rights
(c) Preamble
(d) Seventh Schedule

Answer: (a)
Explanation:
Q The Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP) are

mentioned in the Part IV of the Indian Constitution from
Articles 36 to 51. Under Article 38, it directs State to
secure a social order for the promotion of welfare of the
people by securing and protecting as effectively as it may

m Drishti Publications
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a social order in which justice, social, economic and
political, shall inform all the institutions of the national
life.

Further the state shall, in particular, strive to minimize
the inequality in income, and endeavor to eliminate
inequalities in status, facilities and opportunities, not
only amongst individuals but also amongst groups or
people residing in different areas or engaged in different
vocations.

The idea of welfare state envisaged by our constitution
can only be achieved if the States endeavor to implement
them with high sense of moral duty. These directives
seek to establish economic and social democracy in India.

Therefore, option (a) is the correct answer.
In relation to the fundamental duties enshrined in the

Constitution of India, which one of the following is not
correct? CAPF (ACs) Exam 2020

(a) The fundamental duties were not originally a part of
the Constitution

To safeguard public property and abjure violence are
fundamental duties

(b)

(c) They are not enforceable through writs
(d)

They may not be used for determining constitutionality
of laws

Answer: (d)

Explanation:

Q

Fundamental Duties were added to Indian Constitution
by the 42" Constitutional Amendment Act, 1976 in Part
IV A, based on the recommendation of Swaran Singh
Committee. Originally the Constitution did not contain
the fundamental duties for its citizens.

The fundamental duties are inspired by the Constitution
of the erstwhile USSR.

There are eleven fundamental duties for the citizens of
India, which are the obligations which every citizen is
expected to perform while enjoying their rights.

The fundamental duties are not justiciable in nature and
hence one cannot move the court of law for their
enforcement.

The fundamental duties are only for citizens of India and
not for the foreigners.

PART IV A Fundamental Duties
O Article 51A: It shall be the duty of every citizen of
India:
® toabide by the Constitution and respect its ideals
and institutions, the National Flag and the
National Anthem;
® to cherish and follow the noble ideals which
inspired our national struggle for freedom;
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Citizen-State Relations

® to uphold and protect the sovereignty, unity and QO Itsubstituted the subject matter of Article 45 in Directive
integrity of India; Principles of State Policy.
® todefendthe countryand render national service O The Article puts onus on the State to provide early
when called upon to do so; childhood care and education for all children until
® to promote harmony and the spirit of common they complete the age of six years.
brotherhood amongst all the people of India Q It added a new fundamental duty under Article 51 (A)
transcending religious, linguistic and regional or (k).
sectional diversities; to renounce practices O The new fundamental duty says that it shall be duty
derogatory to the dignity of women; of every citizen of India who is a parent or guardian
® to value and preserve the rich heritage of our to provide opportunities for education to his child or
composite culture; ward between the age of six and fourteen years.
e to protect and improve the natural environment O The 86" amendment provided for a follow-up legislation
including forests, lakes, rivers and wildlife, and for ng.ht to Education Bill 2008 and finally Right to
to have compassion for living creatures; Education Act 2009.
® to develop the scientific temper, humanism and Therefore, option (b) is the correct answer.
the spirit of inquiry and reform; 8. Which of the following Articles of the Constitution of
® to safeguard public property and to abjure India protects a person against double jeopardy?
violence; CDS Exam (1) 2020
® to strive towards excellence in all spheres of (a) Article 20 (b) Article 21
individual and collective activity so that the nation (c) Article 22 (d) Article 23
constantly rises to higher levels of endeavourand | pnswer: (a)
achievement; .
Explanation:
¢ whois ?_pafren'ij or _guardrl]?cmht_lc; prowie Q Part Il of Indian Constitution provides fundamental
opportunities for education to his child or, .ast e rights to the people.
case may be, ward between the age of six and ) ) )
O There are six categories of Fundamental Rights under
fourteen years. ] o
heref d h the Indian Constitution:
Therefore, option is the correct answer. . . .
P (d) O Right to Equality (Articles 14-18)
Which one of the following was added as fundamental O Right to Freedom (Articles 19-22)
duty through the Constitution (86th Amendment) Act, O Right against Exploitation (Articles 23-24)
?
2002 CDS Exam (1) 2020 QO Right to Freedom of Religion (Articles 25-28)
(a) To strive tO\.N?I’dS excellence in individual and O Cultural and Educational Rights (Articles 29-30)
collective activity . . . .
QO Right to Constitutional Remedies (Articles 32)
(b) To provide opportunities for education to one’s child i L. .
Q Article 20: Protection in Respect of Conviction for
between the age of 6 to 14 years.
offences
T k for th If f hil

(c) To work for the welfare of women and children O No ex-post facto law: No person shall be-

(d) To promote peace and harmony ® Convicted of any offence except for violation of
Answer: (b) a law in force at the time of the commission of
Explanation: the act.

The Eighty-Sixth Amendment Act, 2002 introduced ® Subjected to a penalty greater than that
following provisions in the Constitution of India: prescribed by the law in force at the time of the

O It Made elementary education a fundamental right and commission of the act.
inserted a new Article 21A. O NoDoubleJeopardy: No person shall be prosecuted and
O The newly added Article 21- A declares that the State punished for the same offence more than once.
shall provide free and Compulsory education to all O Noself-incrimination: No person accused of any offence
Children of the age of six to fourteen years as the shall be compelled to be a witness against himself.
State may determine. Therefore, option (a) is the correct answer.

Drishti Publications



1.

A constitutional government by definition is a
UPSC CSE (Pre) 2020

(a) government by legislature
(b) popular government

(c) multi-party government
(d) limited government

Answer: (d)

Explanation:

a

A constitutional government is defined by the existence
of a constitution, which may be written or unwritten,
accepted as the fundamental law of the polity that
effectively controls the exercise of political power.

The core component of the constitutional government
is the existence of a “Rule-of Law” or a set of “basic laws”
that binds both public office-holders and all members of
a society (i.e. citizens) within a given territory.

The constitutional government is a type of regime that is
characterized by the fact that the government operates
within a set of legal and institutional constraints that both
limits its power (limited government) and protects the
individual liberty. It means government limited by the
terms of a Constitution, not government limited only by
the desires and capabilities of those who exercise power.
A constitutional government may not have legislature,
could be a bi-party government and need not be a
popular government and can instead be a monarchy. It
recognize the need of government but insists upon
limitation being placed upon governmental powers and
those who exercise powers are accountable to law.

Therefore, option (d) is the correct answer.

Along with the Budget, the Finance Minister also places

other documents before the Parliament which include

‘The Macro Economic Framework Statement’. The

aforesaid document is presented because this is

mandated by UPSC CSE (Pre) 2020

(a) Long standing parliamentary convention

(b) Article 112 and Article 110(1) of the Constitution of
India

(c) Article 113 of the Constitution of India

(d) Provisions of the Fiscal Responsibility and Budget
Management Act, 2003

Union: Executive &
Legislature

Answer: (d)

Explanation:

a

According to Article 112 of the Indian Constitution, the
Annual Financial Statement (AFS) also referred as budget,
is a statement of the estimated receipts and expenditure
of the Government of India in a financial year.

A ‘Money Bill’ is defined under Article 110(1).

As per Article 113, the estimates of expenditure (as
Demands for Grants) from the Consolidated Fund of India
must be included in the Annual Financial Statement and
required to be voted by the Lok Sabha.

The Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management
(FRBM) Act, 2003. This Act mandates the Central
Government to lay before the Houses of Parliament,
Macro-Economic Framework Statement, Medium Term
Fiscal Policy Statement and Fiscal Policy Strategy
Statement along with the Annual Financial Statement
and Demands for Grants.

It seeks to institutionalise financial discipline, reduce
India’s fiscal deficit, improve macroeconomic
management and the overall management of the public
funds by moving towards a balanced budget.

Therefore, option (d) is the correct answer.

With reference to the funds under Members of
Parliament Local Area Development Scheme (MPLADS),
which of the following statements are correct?

UPSC CSE (Pre) 2020

1. MPLADS funds must be used to create durable assets
like physical infrastructure for health, education, etc.

2. A specified portion of each MP’s fund must benefit
SC/ST populations.

3. MPLADS funds are sanctioned on yearly basis and
the unused funds cannot be carried forward to the
next year.

4. Thedistrict authority must inspect at least 10% of all
works under implementation every year.

Select the correct answer using the code given below:

(b) 3 and 4 only

(d) 1,2and4only

(a) 1and 2 only
(c) 1,2and 3 only

Answer: (d)

Drishti Publications @
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Explanation:

a

The MPLAD scheme was formulated in 1993 to enable
Members of Parliament (MPs) to recommend to the
District Collector for works to the tune of I5 crores per
annum to be taken up in his/her constituency with
emphasis on the creation of durable community assets
based on the locally felt need. The durable assets include
drinking water, primary education, public health,
sanitation and roads, etc. Hence, statement 1 is correct.
MPs are to recommend every year, works costing at least
15% of the MPLADS entitlement for the year for areas
inhabited by Scheduled Caste population and 7.5% for
areas inhabited by S.T. population. Hence, statement 2
is correct.

Each year under MPLADS, MPs receive I5 crore in two
instalments of ¥2.5 crore each. Funds under MPLADS are
non-lapsable i.e. in case of non-release of fund in a
particular year it is carried forward to the next year.
Hence, statement 3 is not correct.

The district authority should visit and inspect at least
10% of the works every year. It is also expected to involve
the MPs in such activities. Hence, statement 4 is correct.

Therefore, option (d) is the correct answer.

Rajya Sabha has equal powers with Lok Sabha in
UPSC CSE (Pre) 2020

(a) the matter of creating new All India Services
(b) amending the Constitution

(c) the removal of the government

(d) making cut motions

Answer: (b)

Explanation:

a

Rajya Sabha enjoys certain special powers compared to
Lok Sabha which are as follows:

QO To empower Parliament to make laws in respect of
any matter enumerated in the State List in the
national interest by adopting a resolution to this
effect (Article 249);

Q To create All India Services (Article 312); and

O Toapprove Proclamations (issued under Articles 352,
356 and 360) if the Lok Sabha stands dissolved or the
dissolution of the Lok Sabha takes place within the
period allowed for the approval of the Proclamation
by Parliament.

Other important matters in respect of which both Houses
enjoy equal powers are election and impeachment of
the President, election of the Vice- President, amending
the constitution, approving the Proclamation of
Emergency, the proclamation regarding failure of
constitutional machinery in States and financial
emergency.

m Drishti Publications
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Q As per Article 75 of the Constitution, the Council of
Ministers is collectively responsible to the Lok Sabha
which means the ministry stays in office so long as it
enjoys confidence of the majority of the members of the
Lok Sabha.

O A cut motion is a special power vested in members of
the Lok Sabha to oppose a demand being discussed for
specific allocation by the government in the Finance Bill
as part of the Demand for Grants. If the motion is
adopted, it amounts to a no-confidence vote, and if the
government fails to prove the majority in the lower
House, it is obliged to resign according to the norms of
the House.

Therefore, option (b) is the correct answer.

5. Consider the following statements:
UPSC CSE (Pre) 2020

1. The President of India can summon a session of the
Parliament at such place as he/she thinks fit.

2. The Constitution of India provides for three sessions
of the Parliament in a year, but it is not mandatory
to conduct all three sessions.

3. There is no minimum number of days that the
Parliament is required to meet in a year.

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct?

(a) 1only (b) 2only

(c) 1and 3 only (d) 2and3only
Answer: (c)
Explanation:

Q Article 85(1) of the Constitution empowers the President
to summon each House of Parliament to meet at such
time and place as he thinks fit, but six months shall not
intervene between its last sitting in one session and the
date appointed for its first sitting in the next session.
Hence, statement 1 is correct.

Q By convention (not provided by the Constitution of India),
Parliament meets for three sessions in a year. The Budget
Session is held towards the beginning of the year; a
three-week Monsoon Session follows from July to
August; and then there is the Winter Session in
November-December. Hence, statement 2 is not correct.

Q Thereis no minimum number of days that Parliament is
required to meet in a year in fact, the number of days
that Parliament meets has reduced over the years.
During the first two decades of Parliament, Lok Sabha
met for an average of a little more than 120 days a year.
This has come down to approximately 70 days in the last
decade. However, several committees have
recommended that Parliament should meet for at least
120 days in a year. Hence, statement 3 is correct.

Therefore, option (c) is the correct answer.
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6.

Which one of the following is not a correct feature of a
Money Bill? CAPF (ACs) Exam 2020

(a) It can be introduced only in the Lok Sabha

(b) A Deputy Speaker can also certify a Money Bill in
case of office of Speaker falling vacant

(c) A Speaker’s authority is final as to whether a bill is
Money Bill or not

(d) It can be referred to a joint committee of the two
Houses

Answer: (d)

Explanation:

a

According to Article 110 of the Constitution, a bill is said
to be a Money Bill if it only contains provisions related
to taxation, borrowing of money by the government,
expenditure from or receipt to the Consolidated Fund
of India. Bills that only contain provisions that are
incidental to these matters would also be regarded as
Money Bills.

If any question arises whether a bill is a money bill or
not, the decision of the Speaker of the Lok Sabha is final
and cannot be questioned in any court or either house
of Parliament.

However, in case of the absence of the Speaker, the
Deputy Speaker presides over the sessions of the Lok
Sabha and conducts the business in the house. He
decides whether a bill is a money bill or a non-money
bill.

With prior recommendation of the President, a money
bill, can only be introduced in the Lok Sabha.

A Money Bill or a Financial Bill containing any of the
provisions calculated to make a Bill a Money Bill, cannot
be referred to a Joint Committee of the Houses.

Finally, when a money bill is presented to the President,
he may either give his assent to the bill or withhold his
assent to the bill but cannot return the bill for
reconsideration of the Houses. Normally, the President
gives his assent to a money bill as it is introduced in the
Parliament with his prior permission.

Therefore, option (d) is the correct answer.

Which one of the following statements about the
Attorney-General of India is not correct?
CAPF (ACs) Exam 2020

The person must be qualified to be appointed as a
judge of the Supreme Court

(a)

(b) He/she enjoys right of audience only in the Supreme

Court and High Courts in India

(c) He/she holds office during the pleasure of the
President

(d) He/she receives remuneration as determined by the

President

Union: Executive & Legislature

Answer: (b)

Explanation:

a

The Attorney General is the first law officer of the country
and is designated a special status by the Constitution.
Under the Constitution, Article 76 has provided for the
office of the Attorney General for India.

Appointment

O The Attorney General for India is appointed by the
President of Indian under his hand and seal. He is
entitled to such remuneration and perks as the
President may determine from time to time.

Term of Office

O The Constitution does not determine the term of the
office of the Attorney General of India. He holds office
during the pleasure of the President.

O However, since the Attorney General of India is
appointed by the President on the advice of the
Council of Ministers, therefore as a matter of
convention, he vacates his office when the ruling
government changes.

Qualifications
O He must be a citizen of India.

O He must have served as aJudge in any High Court for
at least five years, or as

O Advocate in a High Court or two or more such Courts
in succession for at least ten years. Or

O Heis a distinguished jurist in view of the President.
Removal

O The Constitution does not outline any procedure or
ground for the removal of the Attorney General for
India. Article 76 (4) of the Constitution stipulates that
he shall hold office during the pleasure of the
President and thus can be removed by him at any
time.

O Also, he can vacate his office at any time by
addressing a resignation letter to the President.

Duties and Functions

O To give advice to the Government of India on such
legal matters and to perform such other duties of a
legal character as may be referred to him by the
President from time to time.

O To discharge such other functions conferred on him
by the Constitution or any other law for the time
being in force. Accordingly, the Attorney General of
India is entrusted with the following functions by the
President:

® Toappearin all cases concerning the Government
of India in the Supreme Court.

® To appear in cases when required by the
Government of India in any high court.
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1. Aspecial address by the Governor refers to the address
delivered by the Governor: CDS Exam (Il) 2020

(a) when President’s Rule is called for

(b) when a national emergency necessitates dissolution
of Legislative Assembly

(c) at the commencement of the first session after
general election and at the first session of each year

(d) whenever he/she has concluded that such is
necessary

Answer: (c)
Explanation:

Q Article 176 deals with the special address by the
Governor.

Q It says that at the commencement of the first session
after each general election to the Legislative Assembly
and at the commencement of the first session of each
year, the Governor shall address the Legislative Assembly
or, in the case of a State having a Legislative Council,
both Houses assembled together and inform the
Legislature of the causes of its summons.

Therefore, option (c) is the correct answer.

2. Which one of the following suggested that the Governor
should be an eminent person from outside the State and
should be a detached figure without intense political
links or should not have taken part in politics in the recent
past? UPSC CSE (Pre) 2019
(a) First Administrative Reforms Commission (1966)
(b) Rajamannar Committee (1969)

(c) Sarkaria Commission (1983)

(d) National Commission to Review the Working of the
Constitution (2000)
Answer: (c)
Explanation:

Q Sarkaria Commission was set up in June 1983 to examine
the relationship and balance of power between state
and central governments and suggest changes within
the framework of the Constitution. Sarkaria Commission
was appointed by the then Government to review the
existing Centre-State relations under the Chairmanship
of Justice R.S. Sarkaria. It submitted its report in 1988,

State: Executive &
Legislature

making a total of 247 recommendations dealing with
various issues like appointment and powers of Governor,
Article 356, 370, etc.

Q Sarkaria Commission recommended that the Governor
should be an eminent person from outside the State and
should be a detached figure without intense political
links and that he should not have taken part in politics
in recent past and should not be a member of the ruling
party.

Therefore, option (c) is the correct answer.

3. Consider the following statements:
UPSC CSE (Pre) 2019

1. The Parliament (Prevention of Disqualification) Act,

1959 exempts several posts from disqualification on
the grounds of ‘Office of Profit’.
The above-mentioned Act was amended five times.
The term ‘Office of Profit’ is well-defined in the
Constitution of India.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1and2only (b) 3only

(c) 2and 3 only (d) 1,2and 3
Answer: (a)
Explanation:

Q The Parliament (Prevention of Disqualification) Act, 1959

exempts several posts from disqualification, like:

O Ministers of State and Deputy Ministers,

O Parliamentary Secretaries and Parliamentary Under
Secretaries,

O Deputy Chief Whips in Parliament,

QO Vice-Chancellors of Universities,

O Officers in the National Cadet Corps, and the
Territorial Army, and

O Chairman and members of Advisory Committees set
up by the Government when they are not entitled to
any fee or remuneration other than compensatory,
etc. Hence, statement 1 is correct.

QO TheAct has been amended 5 times, since its formulation,
in the years 1960, 1992, 1993, 2006 and 2013. Hence,
statement 2 is correct.
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Q The Constitution of India does not clearly define what 5. Which one of the following is not a correct statement

constitutes an office of profit, but the definition has
evolved over the years with interpretations made in
various court judgments. Hence, statement 3 is not
correct.

Therefore, option (a) is the correct answer.

With reference to the Legislative Assembly of a State in
India, consider the following statements:
UPSC CSE (Pre) 2019
1. The Governor makes a customary address to
Members of the House at the commencement of the
first session of the year.

regarding the provision of Legislative Council in the State

Legislature? CDS Exam (1) 2019

(a) The States of Bihar and Telangana have Legislative
Councils.

(b) The total number of members in the Legislative
Council of a State shall not exceed one-third of the
total number of members in the Legislative Assembly.

(c) One-twelfth of all members shall be elected by
electorates consisting of local bodies and authorities.

(d) One-twelfth of all members shall be elected by
graduates residing in the State.

. Answer: (c)
2. When a State Legislature does not have a rule on a Exol .
particular matter, it follows the Lok Sabha rule on | EXPlanation:
that matter. O The state legislature consists of the Governor and one

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

of the State subject to such modifications and
adaptations as may be made therein by the Speaker
of the Legislative Assembly, or the Chairman of the
Legislative Council, as the case may be.
So, in case, when there is no rule on a particular subject
in the State Legislature, under a convention since colonial
times, state legislatures follow the rules of the Lok Sabha.
Hence, statement 2 is correct.

Therefore, option (c) is the correct answer.

Drishti Publications

or two houses (where bicameral legislature exists).

(a) 1onl (b) 2onl O The Constitution of India provides for a legislature in
¥ i ¥ every state of the country. However, it does not adhere
(c) Both land?2 (d) Neither 1 nor2 to the principle of bicameralism in case of every
Answer: (c) legislature.
Explanation: Q Presently, six states have a bicameral system, i.e.,
O Article 176 (1) of the Constitution of India enjoins that consisting of two houses, namely the Legislative
the Governor shall address both the Houses assembled Assembly (Vidhan Sabha) and the Legislative Council
together at the commencement of the first Session after (Vidhan Parishad).
each general election to the Assembly and at the Q Six States having bicameral legislature are Andhra
commencement of the first session of each year and Pradesh, Telangana, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Maharashtra,
inform the Legislature of the causes of its Summons. Karnataka (as of June 2021).
Hence, statement 1 is correct. QO Under Article 169, the Parliament can abolish a
Article 208 deals with the Rules of Procedure in State Legislative Council (where it already exists) or create it
Legislatures. It states that: (where it does not exist) by a simple majority, that is, a
. majority of the members of each House present and
O AHouse of the Legislature of a State may make rules J y . P
. . . ] voting, if the legislative assembly of the concerned state,
for regulating subject to the provisions of this . . .
i - . by a special majority, passes a resolution to that effect.
Constitution, its procedure and the conduct of its
business. Special Majority Implies
O Until rules are made under clause (1), the rules of QO A majority of the total membership of the
procedure and standing orders in force immediately assembly and
before the commencement of this Constitution with O A majority of not less than two-thirds of the
respect to the Legislature for the corresponding members of the assembly present and voting.
Province shall have effect in relation to the Legislature O Composition: Under Article 171 of the Constitution, the

Legislative Council of a state shall not have more than
one-third of the total strength of the State Assembly,
and not less than 40 members.

O Like the Rajya Sabha, the legislative council is a
continuing chamber, that is, it is a permanent body
and is not subject to dissolution.

O The tenure of a Member of the Legislative Council

(MLC) is six years, with one-third of the members
retiring every two years.
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QO The scheme of composition of a legislative council as
laid down in the Constitution is not final. Thus, the
Parliament has also been authorized to modify or
replace this scheme of composition of the council.

O Manner of Election

O The members are either indirectly elected or
nominated by the Governor.

O The members are elected in accordance with the
system of proportional representation by means of
the single transferable vote.

QO One-third of the MLCs are elected by the state’s
member of the Legislative Assembly (MLAs),

QO Another1/3™ by a special electorate comprising
sitting members of local governments such as
municipalities and district boards,

O 1/12"of the members are elected by graduates of at
least three years standing and residing in the state.

Q 1/12% of the members are elected by teachers of
secondary schools having at least three years
experience.

O 1/6™of the members are nominated by the Governor
from among persons possessing special knowledge
or practical experience in the field of literature, art,
science, social service and cooperative movement.

Therefore, option (c) is the correct answer.

Consider the following statements: CDS Exam (II) 2019

1. The Advocate General of a state in India is appointed
by the President of India upon the recommendations
of the Governor of the concerned State.

2. As provided in the Code of Civil Procedure, High

Courts have original appellate advisory jurisdiction
at the State level.

State: Executive & Legislature

detailed provisions with regard to the jurisdiction and
powers of a high court. There are following jurisdiction
and powers enjoyed by the high court at present:

Original jurisdiction.

Writ jurisdiction.

Appellate jurisdiction.
Supervisory jurisdiction.

Control over subordinate courts.

A court of record.

©C 0000 0O

Power of judicial review. Hence, statement 2 is not
correct.

Q The present jurisdiction and powers of a high court are
governed by:

The Constitutional provisions,

the Letters Patent,

The Acts of Parliament,

The Acts of State Legislature,

Indian Penal Code, 1860,

Criminal Procedure Code, 1973, and
Civil Procedure Code, 1908.

Therefore, option (d) is the correct answer.

©C 0000 O0O0

7. Consider the following statements:
UPSC CSE (Pre) 2018
1. No criminal proceedings shall be instituted against
the Governor of a State in any court during his term
of office.
2. The emoluments and allowances of the Governor of
a State shall not be diminished during his term of
office.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

Which of the statement(s) given is/are correct? (a) Lonly (b) 2only
(a) 1only (b) 2only (c) Both1and?2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2
(c) Both1and?2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 Answer: (c)
Answer: (d) Explanation:
Explanation: QO Article 361 of the Indian Constitution provides certain

O Article 165 of the Constitution of India specifically immunities to the President of India and the Governor

mentions about the office of the Advocate General for
the state. He is appointed by the Governor. He is the first
law officer of the state. His office and functions are
comparable to that of the Attorney General for India.
Hence, statement 1 is not correct.

The Supreme Court has original, appellate and advisory
jurisdiction while high court has not an advisory
jurisdiction. Constitution of India does not contain any

of the States:

O No criminal proceedings whatsoever shall be
instituted or continued against the President, or the
Governor of a State, in any court during his term of
office. Hence, statement 1 is correct.

O No process for the arrest or imprisonment of the
President, or the Governor of a State, shall issue from
any court during his term of office.
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1. A Parliamentary System of Government is one in which
UPSC CSE (Pre) 2020

(a) all political parties in the Parliament are represented
in the Government.

(b) the Governmentis responsible to the Parliament and
can be removed by it.

(c) the Government is elected by the people and can be
removed by them.

(d) the Government is chosen by the Parliament but
cannot be removed by it before completion of a fixed
term.

Answer: (b)
Explanation:

Q A Parliamentary System of Government is one in which
the Government is responsible to the Parliament and
can be removed by it. In such a system, the role of
President or monarch is primarily ceremonial and the
Prime Minister along with the Council of Ministers wields
effective power.

Q According to the Article 75(3) of Constitution of India,
the Council of Ministers is collectively responsible to the
House of the People (Lok Sabha) which is one the
constituents of the Parliament. The members of the
Council of Ministers are the elected members of the
Parliament.

Q The rules of Lok Sabha provide a mechanism for testing
this collective responsibility. They allow any Lok Sabha
MP, who can garner the support of 50 members, to
introduce a motion of no-confidence against the Council
of Ministers. If the no confidence motion is passed in the
Lok Sabha, the government falls.

Therefore, option (b) is the correct answer.

2. Consider the following statements: UPSC CSE (Pre) 2020
1. The Constitution of India defines its ‘basic structure’
in terms of federalism, secularism, fundamental
rights and democracy.
2. The Constitution of India provides for ‘judicial review’
to safeguard the citizens’ liberties and to preserve
the ideals on which the Constitution is based.

@ Drishti Publications
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1only (b) 2only

(c) Bothland2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2
Answer: (b)
Explanation:

Q The Constitution of India does not define the basic
structure, it is a judicial innovation.

Q In Kesavananda Bharati vs. State of Kerala case (1973),
the Supreme Court ruled that the Parliament could amend
any part of the Constitution so long as it did not alter or
amend the basic structure or essential features of the
Constitution. However, the court did not define the term
‘basic structure’, and only listed a few principles such as
federalism, secularism, democracy as being part of it.

Q The ‘basicstructure’ doctrine has since been interpreted
to include the supremacy of the Constitution, the rule
of law, Independence of the judiciary, doctrine of
separation of powers, sovereign democratic republic,
the parliamentary system of government, the principle
of free and fair elections, welfare state, etc. Hence,
statement 1 is not correct.

Q Article 13 provides for judicial review, and says all laws,
whether made by a legislature or by a delegated
authority and all the executive acts must respect and
conform to the fundamental rights.

Q Further, Article 13(2) of the Constitution prescribes that
the Union or the States shall not make any law that takes
away or abridges any of the fundamental rights, and any
law made in contravention of the afore mentioned
mandate shall, to the extent of the contravention, be
void. Thus, the provisions of judicial review protect and
safeguard the citizen’s rights and liberties. Hence,
statement 2 is correct.

Therefore, option (b) is the correct answer.

3. Which of the following statements regarding passing a
law under the State List is/are correct?
CAPF (ACs) Exam 2020
1. Even in the sphere (State List) exclusively reserved
for the States, Parliament can legislate under certain
circumstances.
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2. Parliament cannot legislate a subject under the State
List under any circumstances.

3. Avresolution supported by two-thirds of the members
present and voting is required to be passed by Rajya
Sabha to pass a law under the State List.

Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1,2and 3

(b) 2and 3 only

(c) 1and3only

(d) 1only

Answer: (c)
Explanation:

Q According to Article 250, when the proclamation of

emergency is in operation in the country, the Union
Legislature has the power to make law for any State on
any subject. Hence, statement 1 is correct and
statement 2 is not correct.

Article 245: Extent of laws made by Parliament and by

the Legislatures of States

O Subject to the provisions of this Constitution,
Parliament may make laws for the whole or any part
of the territory of India, and the Legislature of a State
may make laws for the whole or any part of the State.

O No law made by Parliament shall be deemed to be
invalid on the ground that it would have extra-
territorial operation.

If Rajya Sabha passes a resolution by a majority of not

less than two-thirds of members present and voting

saying that it is “necessary or expedient in the national
interest” that Parliament should make a law on a matter
enumerated in the State List, Parliament becomes
empowered to make a law on the subject specified in
the resolution, for the whole or any part of the territory

of India. Such a resolution remains in force for a

maximum period of one year but this period can be

extended by one year at a time by passing a similar
resolution further. Hence, statement 3 is correct.

Therefore, option (c) is the correct answer.

In relation to the powers of the Union Government of
India, which one of the following statements is not
correct? CAPF (ACs) Exam 2020

(a) The Government of India may undertake legislative
functions of a territory outside of India by agreement
with the Government of that territory.

(b) The Union Government may not entrust a State
Government with functions over matters where
executive power of the Union extends.

Union-State Relations

(c) The Union Government may direct States for
construction and maintenance of means of
communication of military importance.

(d) The Governor may, with consent of Government of
India, entrust its officers with functions on matters
which fall within the executive power of the State.

Answer: (a)

Explanation:

a

The Constitution of India provides for a federal system
of government of the country. It has divided powers
(legislative, executive and financial) between the Union
and the States. To establish effective harmony and co-
ordination between the two, the Constitution contains
elaborate provisions that regulate the various dimensions
of the relations between them. The Union-State relations
can be studied under the following heads:

Legislative Relations

QO Articles 245 to 255 in Part Xl of the Constitution deals
with the legislative relations between the Union and
the States.

O The Indian Constitution also divides the legislative
powers between the Centre and the States with
respect to both the territory and the subjects of
legislation like any other Federal Constitution.

O The Constitution also provides for Parliamentary
legislation in the state field under five extraordinary
situations as well as the Centre’s control over State
legislation in certain cases.

Administrative Relations

O Articles 256 to 263 of Part Xl of the Constitution, lays
down the administrative relations between the Union
and the States. Besides these, there are some other
constitutional provisions dealing with the same subject.

Article 260: Jurisdiction of the Union in relation to

territories outside India

O The Government of India may by agreement with the
Government of any territory not being part of the
territory of India undertake any executive, legislative
or judicial functions vested in the Government of such
territory, but every such agreement shall be subject
to, and governed by, any law relating to the exercise
of foreign jurisdiction for the time being in force.

Article 258: Power of the Union to confer powers, etc.,

on States in certain cases

O Notwithstanding anything in this Constitution, the
President may, with the consent of the Government
of a State, entrust either conditionally or
unconditionally to that Government or to its officers’
functions in relation to any matter to which the
executive power of the Union extends.
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O Alaw made by Parliament which applies in any State
may, notwithstanding that it relates to a matter with
respect to which the Legislature of the State has no
power to make laws, confer powers and impose
duties, or authorise the conferring of powers and the
imposition of duties, upon the State or officers and
authorities thereof.

O Where by virtue of this article powers and duties have
been conferred or imposed upon a State or officers
or authorities thereof, there shall be paid by the
Government of India to the State such sum as may
be agreed, or, in default of agreement, as may be
determined by an arbitrator appointed by the Chief
Justice of India, in respect of any extra costs of
administration incurred by the State in connection
with the exercise of those powers and duties.

O Article 258A: Power of the States to entrust functions

to the Union

O Notwithstanding anything in this Constitution, the
Governor of a State may, with the consent of the
Government of India, entrust either conditionally or
unconditionally to that Government or to its officers’
functions in relation to any matter to which the
executive power of the State extends.

Article 257: Control of the Union over States in certain

cases

Q Clause(2): The executive power of the Union shall
also extend to the giving of directions to a State as
to the construction and maintenance of means of
communication declared in the direction to be of
national or military importance.

O Provided that nothing in this clause shall be taken as
restricting the power of Parliament to declare
highways or waterways to be national highways or
national waterways or the power of the Union with
respect to the highways or waterways so declared or
the power of the Union to construct and maintain
means of communication as part of its functions with
respect to naval, military and air force works.

Therefore, option (a) is the correct answer.

As per provisions of the Constitution of India, which one

of the following is correct? CAPF (ACs) Exam 2020

(a) Only Parliament has the power to legislate over a
subject under the Concurrent List.

(b) Both Parliament and State Legislatures have the power
to legislate over a subject under the Concurrent List.

(c) A legislation made under the Concurrent List by
Parliament should be ratified by half of the State
Legislatures so as to become a law of the country.

(d) Only State Legislatures are empowered to make laws
under Concurrent List.

@ Drishti Publications
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Answer: (b)

Explanation:

a

There are three Lists which provide for distribution of
legislative powers (under 7t Schedule of the Constitution):

Q Union List (List 1): It contains those subjects which
are of national importance and admit of uniform laws
for the whole of the country. Only the Union
Parliament can legislate with respect to these matters
e.g., Defence, Foreign Affairs, Banking, Currency,
Union Taxes, etc.

Q State List (List Il): It contains subjects of local or State
interest and thus lie within the legislative competence
of the State Legislatures, viz. Public Order and Police,
Health, Agriculture, Forests, etc.

O Concurrent List (List 1l1): It contains those subjects
with respect to which both Union Parliament and the
State Legislature have concurrent power of legislation.
The Concurrent List (not found in any federal
Constitution) was to serve as a device to avoid
excessive rigidity to a two-fold distribution. It is a
‘twilight zone’, as for not so important matters, the
States can take initiative, while for the important
matters, the Parliament can do so.

Besides, the States can make supplementary laws in

order to amplify the laws made by the Union Parliament.

The subjects include general laws and social welfare - civil

and criminal procedure, marriage, contract, planning

education, etc. However, in spite of the distribution of
legislative powers under the three Lists, the predominance
has been given to the Union Parliament over the State

Legislatures.

Therefore, option (b) is the correct answer.

Which of the following Commissions was set up to
recommend changes in the Centre-State relations?

CISF AC (EXE) LDCE 2020
(a) Verma Commission
(b) U.C. Banerjee Commission
(c) Kothari Commission
(d) Sarkaria Commission

Answer: (d)

Explanation:

a

a

The Central government in 1983 appointed the Sarkaria
Commission. The commission was asked to examine and
review the working of the existing arrangements
between the centre and states in all spheres and
recommend appropriate changes and measures.

The Commission made the following recommendations:

O The Commission did not favour structural changes
and regarded the existing constitutional arrangements



1.

In India, Legal Services Authorities provide free legal
services to which of the following type of citizens?

UPSC CSE (Pre) 2020
Person with an annual income of less than ¥1,00,000

2. Transgender with an annual income of less than
32,00,000

3. Member of Other Backward Classes (OBC) with an
annual income of less than ¥3,00,000

4. All Senior Citizens

Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1and2only (b) 3 and 4 only

(c) 2and 3 only (d) 1and4only

Answer: (a)

Explanation:

a

In 1987, the Legal Services Authorities Act was enacted
by the Parliament which came into force on 9"
November, 1995 to establish a nationwide uniform
network for providing competent legal services to the
weaker sections of the society on the basis of equal
opportunity.

Under Section 12 of the Act, the persons eligible for
getting free legal services include:

O Women and children

Members of SC/ST

Industrial workmen

(ORNORN®)

Victims of disaster, violence, flood, drought,
earthquake

QO Disabled persons
Q Persons in custody
QO Victims of trafficking in human beings or beggar

Further, according to Section 12(h) of the Act, persons
in receipt of annual income less than Y9000 or such other
higher amount as may be prescribed by the State
Government, if the case is before a court other than the
Supreme Court, and less than 312000 or such other
higher amount as may be prescribed by the Central
Government, if the case is before the Supreme Court,
are also eligible for free legal services. The income ceiling
limit prescribed under Section 12(h) of the Act varies

Judiciary

across States. It ranges from 39000 in Lakshadweep to
$3,00,000 in Andhra Pradesh. Hence, 1 is correct.

Q Further, a transgender with an annual income of less
than ¥2,00,000 is also eligible for free legal service as
prescribed by the Government of Delhi. Hence, 2 is
correct.

Q Senior citizens’ eligibility for free legal aid depends on
the rules framed by the respective State Governments
in this regard. Therefore, not all senior citizens are
eligible for free legal aid. Hence, 4 is not correct.

Q There is no such clear cut demarcation for Other
Backward Classes (OBC) i.e. whether a member of OBC
with an annual income of less than ¥3,00,000 will avail
free legal aid under the Act. Hence, 3 is not correct.

Therefore, option (a) is the correct answer.

2. What is the ground on which the Supreme Court can

refuse relief under Article 32? CDS Exam (1) 2020
(a) The aggrieved person can get remedy from another
court.

(b) That disputed facts have to be investigated
(c) That no fundamental right has been infringed

(d) Thatthe petitioner has not asked for the proper writ
applicable to his/her case.
Answer: (c)
Explanation:

Q Partlll of Indian Constitution provides for legal remedies
for the protection of fundamental rights against their
violation by the State or other institutions/individuals.
Right to constitutional remedies is the means through
which this is to be achieved. Dr. Ambedkar considered
the Right to Constitutional Remedies as ‘heart and soul
of the Constitution’.

Q Itentitles the citizens of India to move the Supreme Court
or High Courts for the enforcement of these rights. The
Supreme Court under Article 32 and the High Courts
under Article 226 can issue directions, orders or writs
for the enforcement of fundamental rights. Therefore,
the Supreme Court acts as a defender and guarantor of
the fundamental rights of the citizen.
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Q The violation of a fundamental right is the sine qua non ® A dispute arising out of any treaty, agreement,

for the exercise of the right conferred by Article 32. It
means that the Supreme Court, under Article 32 cannot
determine a question that does not involve Fundamental
Rights.

The State is forbidden from making any law that may be
in conflict with the Fundamentals Rights. The courts can
issue various special orders known as writs for the
enforcement of the Fundamental Rights.

Parliament can confer power to any other court to issue
orders and writs of all types, but no such provisions have
been made so far.

Therefore, option (c) is the correct answer.

The power of the Supreme Court to decide the case of
a dispute between two or more States is called

CDS Exam (1) 2020
(a) Original jurisdiction (b) Inherentjurisdiction
(c) Plenary jurisdiction (d) Advisory jurisdiction

Answer: (a)
Explanation:
Q The Supreme Court of India is the highest judicial court

and the final court of appeal under the Constitution of
India, the highest constitutional court, with the power
of Judicial Review.

Articles 124 to 147 in Part V of the Constitution deal with
the organisation, independence, jurisdiction, powers and
procedures of the Supreme Court.

Original Jurisdiction and Powers of Supreme Court

O The Original Jurisdiction of the Supreme Court is dealt
in the Article 131 of the Constitution. This provision
is borrowed from the American Constitution. It refers
to the power of the Supreme Court to hear certain
types of cases in the first instance, i.e., on a fresh
basis, depending upon the nature of the litigants. The
role of the Supreme Court under Article 131 is of pure
federal character and is confined to the disputes
between:
® the Centre and one or more states; or

® the Centre and any state or states on one side
and one or more states on the other; or

® between two or more states.

QO Inthe above federal disputes, the Supreme Court has
exclusive original jurisdiction. Further, this jurisdiction
of the Supreme Court does not extend to the
following:
® A dispute arising out of any pre-Constitution

treaty, agreement, covenant, engagement, sanad
or other similar instrument.

m Drishti Publications

etc.,which specifically provides that the said
jurisdiction does not extent to such a dispute.

Inter-state water disputes.
Matters referred to the Finance Commission.

® Adjustment of certain expenses and pensions
between the Centre and the states.

® Ordinary dispute of Commercial nature between
the Centre and the states.

® Recovery of damages by a state against the
Centre.

Therefore, option (a) is the correct answer.

4. Which of the following is an incorrect procedure to
impeach a Judge of the Supreme Court?
CISF AC (EXE) LDCE 2020
(a) A motion addressed to the President signed by at
least 100 members of the Lok Sabha or 50 members
of the Rajya Sabha is delivered to the Speaker or the
Chairman.

(b) The motion is to be taken up for investigation by a
Committee comprising 2 Judges of the Supreme
Court and a distinguished jurist.

(c) The motionis put to vote irrespective of the outcome
of the Committee’s Report.

(d) The motion needs to be passed by each House by
majority of the total membership of that House and
two-thirds of the members present and voting.

Answer: (b)
Explanation:

Q AlJudge of the Supreme Court can be removed from his/
her office by an order of the President. The President
can issue the removal order only after an address by
Parliament has been presented to him/her in the same
session for such removal.

Q The address must be supported by a special majority of
each House of Parliament (i.e., a majority of the total
membership of that House and a majority of not less
than two-third of the members of that House present
and voting). The grounds of removal include, proved
misbehaviour or incapacity.

O The Judges Enquiry Act (1968) regulates the procedure
relating to the removal of a Judge of the Supreme Court
by the process of impeachment. The method of removal
is different from the motion of impeachment which is
mentioned for removing the President.

O A removal motion signed by 100 members (in the
case of Lok Sabha) or 50 members (in the case of
Rajya Sabha) is to be presented to the Speaker or
Chairman.
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QO The Speaker or Chairman may admit the motion or
refuse to admit it.

Q If it is admitted, then the Speaker or Chairman is to
constitute a three-member committee to investigate
the charges. The committee should consist of:

® The ChiefJustice or aJudge of the Supreme Court,
® A Chief Justice of a High Court, and
® Adistinguished jurist.

If the committee finds the Judge to be guilty of
misbehaviour or suffering from incapacity, the House
can take up the consideration of the motion.

After the motion is passed by each House of Parliament
by special majority, an address is presented to the
President for the removal of the Judge.

Finally, the President passes an order removing the
Judge.

Therefore, option (b) is the correct answer.

Given below are two statements, one is labelled as
Assertion (A) and the other as Reason (R):
UPPCS (Pre) 2020

Assertion (A): Indian federalism is called Quasi-federal.

Reason (R): India has an independent judiciary with
power of Judicial Review.

Select the correct answer from the codes given below:
Codes:

(a) Both (A) and (R) are true and (R) is the correct
explanation of (A)

Both (A) and (R) are true but (R) is not the correct
explanation of (A)

(c) (A)is true but (R) is false

(d) (A)is false but (R) is true

(b)

Answer: (b)

Explanation:

a

a

a

The Constitution of India establishes a federal structure
of government. However, the word ‘Federation’ has not
been used in the Constitution. In a federation, there are
two governments, i.e., Union Government and State
Government.

The Constitution itself has made the Union government
more powerful than the State governments. It has also
got unitary features such as, single unified judiciary,
single citizenship, strong Centre, single Constitution,
flexibility of the Constitution, etc. Therefore, it is said
that India has a quasi-federal (neither fully federal nor
fully unitary) set up. Hence, Assertion (A) is true.

Judicial Review refers to the power of the judiciary to
interpret the Constitution for examining the validity of

Judiciary

the actions of the legislatures, executive and
administrative arms of Government to ensure that such
actions conform to the provisions of the Constitution.
The Court can declare any such law or order or any part
of it to be void which is found to be ultra vires or
inconsistent with the Constitutional provisions.

India has got all features of federalism such as written
Constitution, two tiers of government at the union level
and the state level, the division of powers between the
Union government and State government, independent
judiciary, rigidity of the Constitution and so on. Hence,
Reason (R) is true.

Both (A) and (R) are true but (R) is not the correct

explanation of (A)

Therefore, option (b) is the correct answer.

A common High Court for two or more states can be
established by NDA & NA Exam (I-11) 2020

(a) alaw passed by the Parliament
(b) an order of the Supreme Court of India
(c) an order of the President of India

(d) an amendment to the Constitution of India

Answer: (a)

Explanation:

a

In the Indian Judicial system, the judiciary in a state
consists of a High Court and a hierarchy of subordinate
courts. The High Court occupies the apex position in the
judicial administration of a state.

Articles 214-232 in Part VI of the Constitution deal with
the High Court.

The Parliament has the power to make laws regulating
the organisation, independence, jurisdiction, powers,
procedures and so on of the High Court.

Article 214 of the Constitution states that ‘there shall be
High Court for each state’.

However, the Constitution (Seventh Amendment) Act of
1956 authorised the Parliament to establish a common
High Court for two or more states and a union territory.
The Constitution does not specify the strength of the
High Court and leaves it to the discretion of the President.
Every High Court, thus, consists of a Chief Justice and
such other number of puisne Judges as the President
may appoint from time to time (Article 216).

In case of a common High Court for two or more states,
the Governors of all the states concerned are consulted
by the President.

Therefore, option (a) is the correct answer.
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1. Which of the following is/are correct in relation to the

Panchayats? CAPF (ACs) Exam 2020

1. Only the Parliament may endow Panchayats with
powers and authority.

2. A state may devolve powers to Panchayats in
preparation of plans for economic development and
social justice.

3. A state may devolve powers to Panchayats in
implementation of schemes for economic
development and social justice.

Select the correct answer using the code given below:

(a) 1only (b) 1and3
(c) 2and 3 (d) 3only
Answer: (c)
Explanation:

Q Powers, authority and responsibilities of Panchayats

Q Article 243G of the Constitution states that subject
to the provisions of this Constitution, the Legislature
of a State may, by law, endow the Panchayats with
such powers and authority as may be necessary to
enable them to function as institutions of self-
government. Hence, statement 1 is not correct.

QO Such law may contain provisions for the devolution
of powers and responsibilities upon Panchayats at
the appropriate level, subject to such conditions as
may be specified therein, with respect to:
® the preparation of plans for economic
development and social justice; and

® the implementation of schemes for economic
development and social justice as may be
entrusted to them including those in relation to
the matters listed in the Eleventh Schedule.
Hence, statements 2 and 3 are correct.

Therefore, option (c) is the correct answer.

2. The power to legislate on all matters relating to elections
to Panchayats lies with: CDS Exam (1) 2020
(a) the Parliament of India
(b) the State Legislatures
(c) the State Election Commission
(d) the Election Commission of India

Local Self Government

Answer: (b)
Explanation:
QO Article 243K is designed to ensure free and fair elections
to the Panchayats.

O Article 243K provides for the Constitution of a State
Election Commission consisting of a State Election
Commissioner to be appointed by the Governor.

Q Powers of superintendence, direction and control of
elections to the Panchayats, including preparation of
electoral rolls for it shall vest in the State Election
Commission. To ensure the Independence of the
Commissioner it is laid down that State Election
Commissioner can be removed only in the same manner
and on the same grounds as Judge of a High Court.

QO The State Legislatures have the power to legislate on all
matters relating to elections to Panchayats.

Therefore, option (b) is the correct answer.

3. Which one of the following statements with regard to
the functioning of the Panchayats is not correct?

CDS Exam (1) 2020

(a) Panchayats may levy, collect and appropriate taxes,
duties, tolls, etc.

(b) A person who has attained the age of 25 years will
be eligible to be a member of a Panchayat.

(c) Every Panchayat shall ordinarily continue for five
years from the date of its first meeting.

(d) A Panchayat reconstituted after premature
dissolution shall continue only for the remainder of
the full period.

Answer: (b)
Explanation:
Q 73" Constitutional Amendment

O PART IX of the Constitution envisages a three-tier
system of Panchayats, namely,

O The village level;
Q The District Panchayat at the district level;

O The Intermediate Panchayat which stands between
the village and district Panchayats in the States where
the population is above 20 lakhs.
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a

Composition

O Allthe seatsin a Panchayat shall be filled by persons
chosen by direct election from territorial
constituencies in the Panchayat area. The electorate
has been named Grama Sabha consisting of persons
registered in the electoral rolls relating to a village
within the area of a Panchayat. In this way
representative democracy will be introduced at the
grass roots.

QO The Chairperson of each Panchayat shall be elected
according to the law passed by a State and such State
Law shall also provide for the representation of
Chairpersons of Village and Intermediate Panchayats
in the District Panchayat, as well as members of the
Union and State Legislature in the Panchayats above
the village level.

Duration of Panchayat

Q Every Panchayat shall continue for five years from
the date of its first meeting. But it can be dissolved
earlier in accordance with the procedure prescribed
by State Law. Elections must take place before the
expiry of the above period. In case it is dissolved
earlier, then the elections must take place within six
months of its dissolution.

O A Panchayat reconstituted after premature
dissolution (i.e., before the expiry of the full period
of five years) shall continue only for the remainder
of the period. But if the remainder of the period is
less than six months it shall not be necessary to hold
elections.

Qualification for membership

O Article 243F provides that all persons who are
qualified to be chosen to the State Legislature shall
be qualified to be chosen as a member of a Panchayat.
The only difference is that a person who has attained
the age of 21 years will be eligible to be a member
(in case of State Legislature the prescribed age is 25
years-Article 173).

Q |If a question arises as to whether a member has
become subject to any disqualification, the question
shall be referred to such authority as the State
Legislature may provide by law.

Therefore, option (b) is the correct answer.

The provisions of the Constitution of India pertaining to
the institution of Panchayat do not apply to which one
of the following States? CDS Exam (1) 2020

(b) Tripura
(d) Goa

(a) Meghalaya
(c) Assam

Answer: (a)

288
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Explanation:

a

Part-IX of the Constitution of India deals with the
Panchayati Raj system for the rural areas. It consists of
definitions of various terms, composition, duration,
reservation, powers, etc., of a Panchayat.

The 73 Amendment envisages the Gram Sabha as the
foundation of the Panchayati Raj System to perform
functions and powers entrusted to it by the State
Legislatures.

It states that this part does not apply to the states of
Nagaland, Meghalaya, and Mizoram, and in all Union
Territories except Delhi.

Therefore, option (a) is the correct answer.

Which one of the following statements in relation to
Panchayats is not correct? CDS Exam (I1) 2020

(a) Legislature of a State may, by law, make provisions
with respect to the composition of Panchayats.

(b) Panchayat area means the territorial area of a

Panchayat.

(c) Gram Sabhaincludes all persons in the electoral rolls

of villages within a Panchayat.

(d)

Reservation of seats for SCs and STs has nothing to
do with the proportion of their population.

Answer: (d)

Explanation:

a

The 73 Amendment 1992 added a new Part IX to the
constitution titled “The Panchayats” covering provisions
from Article 243 to 243(0); and a new Eleventh Schedule
covering 29 subjects within the functions of the
Panchayats.

Significance of the amendment

O This amendment implements the article 40 of the
DPSP which says that “State shall take steps to
organise village panchayats and endow them with
such powers and authority as may be necessary to
enable them to function as units of self-government”
and have upgraded them from non-justifiable to
justifiable part of the constitution and has put
constitutional obligation upon states to enact the
Panchayati Raj Acts as per provisions of the Part IX.

O However, states have been given enough freedom
to take their geographical, politico-administrative
and other conditions into account while adopting the
Panchayati Raj System.

Therefore, option (d) is the correct answer.
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6. Which Part of the Constitution has the provisions for

Panchayati Raj System?
(a) IX
(c)

UPPCS (Pre) 2020
(b) VI
(d) IVA

Answer: (a)
Explanation:

Q Panchayati Raj refers to the system of local self-

governmentin India. It was introduced by a constitutional
amendment in 1992. It has been established in all the
states of India by the Acts of the state legislatures to
build democracy at the grass root level.

The three-tier structure for rural development is called
Panchayati Raj. The aim of the Panchayati Raj is to
develop local self-governments in districts, zones and
villages.

Rajasthan was the first state to establish Panchayati Raj.
73" Constitutional Amendment Act of 1992

O The Act added Part IX to the Constitution, “The
Panchayats” and also added the Eleventh Schedule
which consists of the 29 functional items of the
panchayats.

O The Amendment Act provides shape to Article 40 of
the Constitution, (directive principles of state policy),
which directs the state to organise the village
panchayats and provide them powers and authority
so that they can function as self-government.

O The election process in the Panchayati Raj institutions
will be held independent of the state government’s
will. The Act is a very significant step in creating
democratic institutions at the grassroots level in the
country. The Act has transformed the representative
democracy into participatory democracy.

O Gram Sabha is the primary body of the Panchayati
Raj system. It is a village assembly consisting of all
the registered voters within the area of the panchayat.
It will exercise powers and perform such functions
as determined by the state legislature.

Therefore, option (a) is the correct answer.

The superintendence, direction and control of all
elections to the Panchayats are vested in
UPPCS (Pre) 2020

(a) The Governor
(b) The Election Commission of India
(c) The District Panchayat Raj Officer

(d) The State Election Commission

Answer: (d)

Local Self Government

Explanation:

a

Q

The State Election Commission conducts all the electoral
rolls and elections related to the Panchayats.

The superintendence, direction and control of the
preparation of electoral rolls and the conduct of all
elections to the Panchayats shall be vested in the State
Election Commission. It consists of a State Election
Commissioner, who is appointed by the Governor.

Therefore, option (d) is the correct answer.

Which one of the following is not correct about the
Panchayats as laid down in Part IX of the Constitution of
India? CDS Exam (1) 2019

(a) The Chairperson of a Panchayat needs to be directly
addressed by the people in order to exercise the right
to vote in the Panchayat meetings.

(b) The State Legislature has the right to decide whether

or not offices of the Chairpersons in the Panchayats

are reserved for SCs, STs or women.

(c) Unless dissolved earlier, every Panchayat continues
for a period of five years.
(d)

The State Legislature may by law make provisions for
audit of accounts of the Panchayats.

Answer: (a)

Explanation:

a

PART IX of the Constitution envisages a three-tier system
of Panchayats, namely, the village level; the District
Panchayat at the district level; and the Intermediate
Panchayat which stands between the village and district
Panchayats in the States where the population is above
20 lakhs.

Allthe members of Panchayats at the village, intermediate
and district levels shall be elected directly by the people.
Moreover, the Chairperson of the Panchayats at the
intermediate and district levels shall be elected indirectly
by and from amongst the elected members thereof. The
procedure for electing the chairperson of a Panchayat
at the village level shall be determined by the State
legislature.

The Chairperson of each Panchayat shall be elected
according to the law passed by a State and such State
Law shall also provide for the representation of
Chairpersons of Village and Intermediate Panchayats in
the District Panchayat, as well as members of the Union
and State Legislature in the Panchayats above the village
level.

The Chairperson of a Panchayat and other members of
a Panchayat whether or not chosen by direct election
from territorial constituencies in the Panchayat area shall
have the right to vote in the meetings of the Panchayats.
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1.

Which region of the country conferred special status
under Article 371-J of the Constitution of India?

UPPCS (Pre) 2020
(a) Nagaland
(b) Hyderabad and Karnataka
(c) Maharashtra and Gujarat
(d) Ladakh

Answer: (b)

Explanation:

a

a

Article 371-) was added by the 98 Constitutional
Amendment Act of 2012.

The article states that there shall be a provision for a
separate development board for the Hyderabad-
Karnataka region. There shall be “equitable allocation of
funds for developmental expenditure over the said
region”, and “equitable opportunities and facilities” for
people of this region in government jobs and education.
A proportion of seats in educational institutions and state
government jobs in Hyderabad-Karnataka can be
reserved for individuals from that region.

Therefore, option (b) is the correct answer.

Article 371A of the Constitution of India provides special
privileges to CDS Exam (1) 2019

(b) Mizoram
(d) Manipur

(a) Nagaland
(c) Sikkim

Answer: (a)

Explanation:

a

Article 371A was added with the 13* Constitutional
Amendment Act, 1962. It mentions the special provisions
with respect to the state of Nagaland. This provision was
inserted after a 16-point agreement between the Centre
and the Naga People’s Convention in 1960, which led to
the creation of Nagaland in 1963.

Parliament cannot legislate in matters of Naga religion
or social practices, Naga customary law and procedure,
administration of civil and criminal justice involving
decisions according to Naga customary law, and
ownership and transfer of land without concurrence of
the state Assembly.

Therefore, option (a) is the correct answer.

Special Provisions
for States & UTs

3.

Which of the following statements relating to the Fifth
Schedule of the Constitution of India is not correct?
CDS Exam (11) 2019
(a) It relates to the special provision for administration
of certain areas in the States other than Assam,
Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram

(b)

Tribal advisory councils are to be constituted to give
advice under the Fifth schedule

(c) The Governor is not authorized to make regulations
to prohibit or restrict the transfer of land by, or
among members of the Scheduled Tribes.

The Governors of the States in which there are
scheduled areas have to submit reports to the
President regarding the administration of such areas.

(d)

Answer: (c)

Explanation:

a

a

Q

Article 244, contained in Part X of the Constitution
entitled “The Scheduled and Tribal Areas”, provides the
provisions of the Fifth Schedule shall apply to the
administration and control of the Scheduled Area and
Scheduled Tribes in any State other than the States of
Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram.” It has famously
been called “A Constitution within a Constitution” by the
late Dr. B.D. Sharma, former Commissioner for Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes.

The Fifth Schedule requires the constitution of a Tribes
Advisory Council (or ‘TAC’) in each State which has a
Scheduled Area. The main function of the TAC is to
provide advice to the Governor, when he seeks it, on
matters relating to welfare and advancement of
Scheduled Tribes in the State. Thus, the TAC does not
render advice to the Governor suo motu, but only when
asked by him to do so. Such advice is not binding upon
the Governor. It is, however, compulsory for the
Governor to consult the TAC before making any
Regulations relating to governance in the Scheduled
Areas, including land alienation, land transfer, and
control of money-lending.

The Governor has been vested with enormous powers
under the Fifth Schedule. It empowers the Governor to
make regulations with regard to:
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QO Prohibition and restriction of transfer of land from
and between Scheduled Tribes — almost every State
in the country, and certainly all States with Scheduled
Areas, have enacted legislations relating to prevention/
prohibition of land transfer in Scheduled Areas by
tribals to non-tribals, and in some cases, even the
transfer of land between tribals inter-se is restricted.

Q Regulation of allotment of land to tribals in Scheduled
Areas;

QO Regulation of money lending in Scheduled Areas to
tribals

The fifth schedule requires the Governor of the State,
who is vested with enormous legislative powers, to make
a report annually, or when required to do so by the
President of India, regarding the administration of the
Scheduled Area.

Therefore, option (c) is the correct answer.

The provisions of the sixth Schedule of Indian Constitution
are applicable in which of the following states?

UPPCS (Pre) 2019
(b) Sikkim
(d) All of the above

(a) Tripura
(c) Nagaland

Answer: (a)

Explanation:

a

The Sixth Schedule was originally intended for the
predominantly tribal areas (tribal population over 90%)
of undivided Assam, which was categorised as “excluded
areas” under the Government of India Act, 1935 and was
under the direct control of the Governor.

The Sixth Schedule of the Constitution provides for the
administration of tribal areas in Assam, Meghalaya,
Tripura and Mizoram to safeguard the rights of the tribal
population in these states.

This special provision is provided under Article 244(2)
and Article 275(1) of the Constitution. The Sixth Schedule
provides for autonomy in the administration of these
areas through Autonomous District Councils (ADCs).

These councils are empowered to make laws in respect
of areas under their jurisdiction, which cover the land,
forest, cultivation, inheritance, indigenous customs and
traditions of tribals, etc., and also to collect land revenues
and certain other taxes.

Therefore, option (a) is the correct answer.

The provisions of the Fifth Schedule of the Constitution
of India shall not apply to the administration and control
of the Scheduled Areas and Scheduled Tribes in

NDA & NA Exam (I1) 2019
1. Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand and Odisha

2. Assam and Tripura
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3. Meghalaya and Mizoram
Select the correct answer using the code given below:

(a) 1only (b) 1and2only
(c) 2and 3 only (d) 1,2and 3
Answer: (c)
Explanation:
O Article 244 in Part X of the Indian Constitution makes

special provisions for the administration of certain areas
called ‘Scheduled Areas’ and ‘Tribal Areas’.

Special provisions for the administration and control of
scheduled areas and scheduled tribes in any state except
the four states of Meghalaya, Assam, Tripura and
Mizoram are given in the Fifth Schedule of the Constitution.
Hence, 2 and 3 are correct and 1 is not correct.

The administration of the tribal areas in the four north-
eastern states of Meghalaya, Assam, Tripura and Mizoram
is dealt with in the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution.

The scheduled areas are treated differently from the
other areas in the country as they are inhabited by
‘aboriginals’ who are socially and economically backward
and need special attention to improve their conditions.
The Central Government has somewhat greater
responsibilities towards these areas.

Therefore, option (c) is the correct answer.

Which one of the following states does not find a mention
in Article 371 of the Constitution of India?
CAPF (ACs) Exam 2018

(b) Madhya Pradesh
(d) Karnataka

(a) Maharashtra
(c) Gujarat

Answer: (b)

Explanation:

a

Most of the States that have been accorded special
provisions under Article 371 of the Constitution of India
are in the Northeast and the special status aims to
preserve their tribal culture.

Article 371 to 371-J contains special provisions for 12
states namely Maharashtra, Gujarat, Nagaland, Assam,
Manipur, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Sikkim, Mizoram,
Arunachal Pradesh, Goa and Karnataka.

O Article 371(A) provides special provisions for the state
of Nagaland.

O Article 371(B) deals with special provision with
respect to the State of Assam. The main objective of
inserting Article 371(B) was to facilitate the creation
of the sub-State ‘Meghalaya’.

QO Article 371(C) deals with special provisions with
respect to Manipur which became a State in 1972.

Q Article 371(D) and 371(E) deals with special provisions
with respect to Andhra Pradesh or the state of
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Telangana. Article 371(D) has been extended to the
state of Telangana by the Andhra Pradesh
Reorganisation Act, 2014.

Q Article 371(F) deals with special provisions with
respect to Sikkim.

Q Article 371(G) that deals with special provisions with
respect to Mizoram.

Q Article 371(H) deals with special provisions with
respect to Arunachal Pradesh.

Q Article 371(l) deals with special provisions with
respect to Goa.

Q Article 371(J) deals with special provisions with
respect to Karnataka.

Therefore, option (b) is the correct answer.

Recently, the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act was
completely removed from which one of the following
States? CAPF (ACs) Exam 2018
(a) Arunachal Pradesh (b) Nagaland

(c) Meghalaya (d) Assam

Answer: (c)

Explanation:

a

The Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act, 1958 (AFSPA)
came into force in the context of increasing violence in
the North-eastern States decades ago, which the State
governments found difficult to control.

AFSPA gives armed forces the power to maintain public
order in “disturbed areas”. They have the authority to
prohibit a gathering of five or more persons in an area,
can use force, or even open fire after giving due warning
if they feel a person is in contravention of the law.

If reasonable suspicion exists, the army can also arrest
a person without a warrant; enter or search premises
without a warrant; and ban the possession of firearms.

The Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act, has been
removed from all areas of Meghalaya from March 31,
2018.

Disturbed Areas

O A disturbed area is the one which is declared by
notification under Section 3 of the AFSPA. It can be
invoked in places where the use of armed forces in
aid of civil power is necessary.

O An area can be considered to be disturbed due to
differences or disputes between members of
different religious, racial, language or regional groups
or castes or communities.

O The Central Government or the Governor of the State
or administrator of the Union Territory can declare
the whole or part of the State or Union Territory as
a disturbed area.

Special Provisions for States & UTs

O Once declared ‘disturbed’, the region is maintained
as disturbed for a period of three months straight,
according to the Disturbed Areas (Special Courts) Act,
1976. The government of the state can suggest
whether the Act is required in the state or not.

Therefore, option (c) is the correct answer.

Which one of the following regarding the tenure of the
elected members of the Autonomous District Council is
correct? CDS Exam (I1) 2018

(a) Five years from the date of election

(b) Five years from the date appointed for the first
meeting of the Council after the election

(c) Six years from the date of administration of Oath
(d) Six years from the date of election

Answer: (b)

Explanation:

Q

The Sixth Schedule gives tribal communities considerable
autonomy; the States of Assam, Tripura, Meghalaya, and
Mizoram are autonomous regions under the Sixth
Schedule.

The District Council and the Regional Council under the
Sixth Schedule have real power to make laws, possibility
on the various legislative subjects, receiving grants-in-aid
from the Consolidated Fund of India to meet the costs
of schemes for development, health care, education,
roads and regulatory powers to state control.

Autonomous District Council

QO The Sixth Schedule deals with the constitution,
powers, and functions of District Councils and
Regional Councils in Autonomous Districts.

O These Autonomous Districts are directly administered
by the Governor.

Composition

O Each Autonomous District has a district council
consisting of 30 members, of whom 4 are nominated
by the Governor and the remaining 26 are elected
based on adult franchise.

QO The elected members hold office for a term of 5 years
(unless the council is dissolved earlier) and nominated
members to hold office during the pleasure of the
Governor.

Therefore, option (b) is the correct answer.

Provisions of which one of the following Articles of the
Constitution of India apply to the State of Jammu and
Kashmir? CDS Exam (I1) 2018

(a) Article 238 (b) Article 370
(c) Article 371 (d) Article 371G

Answer: (b)
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1. Consider the following statements:
UPSC CSE (Pre) 2020

1. According to the Constitution of India, a person who
is eligible to vote can be made a minister in a State
for six months even if he/she is not a member of the
Legislature of that State.

2. According to the Representation of People Act, 1951,
a person convicted of a criminal offence and
sentenced to imprisonment for five years is
permanently disqualified from contesting an election
even after his release from prison.

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct?

(a) 1only (b) 2 only

(c) Both1land2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2
Answer: (a)
Explanation:

O According to Article 164 of the Constitution, a minister
who is not a member of the State legislature for any
period of six consecutive months shall cease to be a
minister. The provision allows a non-legislator to occupy
a post in the council of ministers, including the office of
the chief minister for six months. Within six months, he
must become a member (either by election or by
nomination) of either House of the state legislature,
otherwise, he ceases to be minister.

QO Moreover, to become a member of the state legislature
one must be not less than 30 years of age in the case of
the legislative council and not less than 25 years of age
in the case of the legislative assembly. Such a person
automatically becomes eligible to vote as under Article
326, the minimum age to be registered as a voter is 18
years. Hence, statement 1 is correct.

Q According to the Section 8(3) of the Representation of
People Act, 1951, a person convicted of any offence and
sentenced to imprisonment for not less than two years
shall be disqualified for contesting an election (MLA or
MP) from the date of such conviction and shall continue
to be disqualified for a further period of six years since
his release. Hence, statement 2 is not correct.

Therefore, option (a) is the correct answer.

Elections

2. Overseas Indians can exercise franchise in an election to
the Lok Sabha under which of the following conditions?
CDS Exam (1) 2020

1. They must be citizens of India.
2. Their name must figure in the electoral roll.
3. They must be present in India to vote.

Select the correct answer using the codes below:

(a) 1,2and3 (b) 2and3only
(c) 1and 2 only (d) 1only
Answer: (a)
Explanation:

Q A citizen of India, absent from the country owing to
employment, education etc., has not acquired citizenship
of any other country and is otherwise eligible to be
registered as a voter in the address mentioned in your
passport. Hence, 1 is correct.

O An overseas elector has to register with relevant
documents at Indian Mission. Hence, 2 is correct.

O The overseas elector must be present in India to cast his
vote. An overseas elector is not issued an Electors Photo
Identity Card (EPIC) & he will be allowed to vote in person
at the polling station on production of his original
passport. E-postal ballots are still not available. Hence,
3 is correct.

Therefore, option (a) is the correct answer.

3. The First Delimitation Commission in India was
constituted in CDS Exam (1) 2020

(a) 1949 (b) 1950
(c) 1951 (d) 1952
Answer: (d)
Explanation:

QO Delimitation literally means the act or process of fixing
limits or boundaries of territorial constituencies in a
country to represent changes in population.

QO Objectives of Delimitation

O To provide equal representation to equal segments
of a population.
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O Fairdivision of geographical areas so that one political
party doesn’t have an advantage over others in an
election.

Q To follow the principle of “One Vote One Value”.

Constitutional Basis

O Article 82 of Indian Constitution provides that
Parliament enacts a Delimitation Act after every
Census.

QO Article 170 provides division of State into territorial
constituencies as per Delimitation Act after every
Census.

QO Once the Act enacted by the Parliament is in force,
the Union government sets up a Delimitation
Commission.

The first delimitation exercise was carried out by the
President (with the help of the Election Commission) in
1950-51. The Delimitation Commission Act was enacted
in 1952.

Delimitation Commissions have been set up four times
— 1952, 1963, 1973 and 2002 under the Acts of 1952,
1962, 1972 and 2002.

There was no delimitation after the 1981 and 1991
Censuses.

Composition

O Retired Supreme Court judge

O Chief Election Commissioner

O Respective State Election Commissioners
Functions

O To determine the number and boundaries of
constituencies to make the population of all
constituencies nearly equal.

O To identify seats reserved for Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes, wherever their population is
relatively large.

O In case of difference of opinion among members of
the Commission, the opinion of the majority prevails.

O The Delimitation Commission in India is a high power
body whose orders have the force of law and cannot
be called in question before any court.

Therefore, option (d) is the correct answer.

Which one of the following is not a classified category
of political parties as outlined by the Election Commission
of India? CDS Exam (I1) 2020

(a) National Parties

(b) State Recognised Parties

(c) Regional Parties

(d) Registered Unrecognised Parties

Answer: (c)
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Explanation:

Q

In India, Political parties are registered by the election
commission of India for the purpose of elections and
granted recognition as national or state parties on the
basis of their poll performance. The other parties are
simply declared as registered-unrecognised parties.
Conditions for Recognition as a National Party: A party
is recognised as a national party if any of the following
conditions is fulfilled:

QO If it secures 6% of valid votes polled in any four or
more states at a general election to the Lok Sabha or
to the legislative assembly and in addition, it wins four
seats in the Lok Sabha from any state or states, or

O If it wins 2% of seats in the Lok Sabha at a general
election and these candidates are elected from three
states, or

O Ifitis recognised as a state party in four states.

Conditions for Recognition as a State Party: A party is
recognised as a state party in a state if any of the
following conditions is fulfilled:

O Ifit secures 6% of the valid votes polled in the state
at a general election to the legislative assembly of
the state concerned and in addition, it wins 2 seats
in the assembly of the state concerned or

O Ifit secures 6% of the valid votes polled in the state
at a general election to the Lok Sabha from the state
concerned and in addition, it wins 1 seat in the Lok
Sabha from the state concerned, or

O If it wins 3% of seats in the legislative assembly at a
general election to the legislative assembly of the
state concerned or 3 seats in the assembly, whichever
is more, or

O If it wins 1 seat in the Lok Sabha for every 25 seats
or any fraction thereof allotted to the state at a
general election to the Lok Sabha from the state
concerned, or

O If it secures 8% of the total valid votes polled in the
state at a General Election to the Lok Sabha from the
state or to the legislative assembly of the state. This
condition was added in 2011.

Therefore, option (c) is the correct answer.

In the context of elections in India, which one of the
following is the correct full form of VVPAT?
CDS Exam (1) 2018

(a) Voter Verifiable Poll Audit Trail

(b) Voter Verifying Paper Audit Trail

(c) Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail
(d) Voter Verifiable Paper Account Trail

Answer: (c)
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Explanation:

a

Voter Verified Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT)

O VVPAT isanindependent verification printer machine
and is attached to electronic voting machines. It
allows voters to verify if their vote has gone to the
intended candidate.

O When a voter presses a button in the EVM, a paper
slip is printed through the VVPAT. The slip contains
the poll symbol and the name of the candidate. It
allows the voter to verify his/her choice.

WHAT IS A. Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail

VVPAT?

(VVPAT) helps voters to physically
confirm the choice they have made.
It consists of:

m A printer that gives a record of

* voters'selection

m A display unit that shows any error

Elections

Explanation:

Q A party is recognised as a national party if any of the
following conditions is fulfilled:

Q Ifit secures six per cent of valid votes polled in any four
or more states at a general election to the Lok Sabha or
to the legislative assembly; and, in addition, it wins four
seats in the Lok Sabha from any state or states; or

Q If it wins two per cent of seats in the Lok Sabha at a
general election; and these candidates are elected from
three states; or

Q |Ifitis recognised as a state party in four states.
Therefore, option (c) is the correct answer.

7. Superintendence, direction and control of elections in
India is vested in NDA & NA Exam (I) 2018

(a) The Supreme Court of India
(b) The Parliament of India
(c) The Election Commission of India
(d) The Chief Election Commissioner
Answer: (c)
Explanation:

O The Election Commission of India is an autonomous
constitutional authority responsible for administering
Union and State election processes in India.

Q The body administers elections to the Lok Sabha, Rajya
Sabha and State Legislative Assemblies in India including
the offices of the President and Vice President in the
country.

Part XV of the Indian constitution deals with elections
and establishes a commission for these matters.

WHAT THE
VVPAT SLIP
CONTAINS?
A
= A candidate
serial number
= Name of the
candidate
= Corresponding
A.The printed S
VVPATslipis VVPAT paper roll is
displayed for 7 designed for printing
seconds before it
is automatically 1,500 ballot
cutand delivered slips for each election
to a sealed ballot
compartment 7 —
+« @ T
Hoe
i

Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail

QO After being visible to the voter from a glass case in
the VVPAT for seven seconds, the ballot slip will be
cut and dropp ed into the dropbox in the VVPAT
machine and a beep will be heard. VVPAT machines
can be accessed by polling officers only.

Therefore, option (c) is the correct answer.

6. According to the Election Commission of India, in order
to be recognised as a ‘National Party’, a political party
must be treated as a recognised political party in how
many States? CDS Exam (1) 2018
(a) At least two States (b) At least three States
(c) At least four States (d) At least five States

Answer: (c)

Q The Election Commission was established in accordance
with the Constitution on 25™ January 1950.

Q Article 324 to 329 of the Indian constitution deals with
powers, function, tenure, eligibility, etc., of the
commission and the members.

Q Functions of ECI

Q Election Commission of India superintendents, direct
and control the entire process of conducting elections
to Parliament and Legislature of every State and to
the offices of President and Vice-President of India.

O The mostimportant function of the commission is to
decide the election schedules for the conduct of
periodic and timely elections, whether general or
bye-elections.

Q It prepares electoral roll, issues Electronic Photo
Identity Card (EPIC).

O ltdecides on the location polling stations, assignment
of voters to the polling stations, location of counting
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1. Which one of the following is not a duty of the
Comptroller and Auditor General of India?

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Answer:

CAPF (ACs) Exam 2020
To audit and report on all expenditure from the
Consolidated Fund of India of each State and Union
Territory that has a Legislative Assembly
To audit and report on all expenditure from the
Contingency Funds and Public Accounts of the Union
and the States
To audit and report on all trading, manufacturing,
and profit and loss accounts kept by any Department
and/or private enterprises
To audit and report on the receipts and expenditure
of all bodies and authorities substantially financed
from the Union or State revenues

(c)

Explanation:

O The Constitution of India under Article 148 provides for

an

independent office of the Comptroller and Auditor

General (CAG) of India.

o

Functions and Powers of CAG

He audits all expenditures from the Contingency Fund
of India and the Public Account of India as well as the
Contingency Fund and Public Account of each state.

He audits all trading, manufacturing, profit and loss
accounts, balance sheets and other subsidiary
accounts kept by any department of the Central
Government and the state governments.

He audits the receipts and expenditure of all bodies
and authorities substantially financed from the
Central or State revenues; government companies;
other corporations and bodies, when so required by
related laws.

He audits the accounts of any other authority when
requested by the President or Governor e.g. Local
bodies.

He submits his audit reports relating to the accounts
of the Centre to the President, who shall, in turn,
place them before both the houses of Parliament.

Constitutional
Posts & Bodies

a

O He submits his audit reports relating to the accounts
of a State to the Governor, who shall, in turn, place
them before the state legislature.

O The CAG has to ascertain whether money shown in
the accounts as having been disbursed was legally
available for and applicable to the service or the
purpose to which they have been applied or charged
and whether the expenditure conforms to the
authority that governs it.

O Inaddition to this legal and regulatory audit, the CAG
can also conduct the propriety audit, that is, he can
look into the ‘wisdom, faithfulness and economy’ of
government expenditure and comment on the
wastefulness and extravagance of such expenditure.
However, unlike the legal and regulatory audit, which
is obligatory on the part of the CAG, the propriety
audit is discretionary.

In addition the CAG of India also performs the following
functions:

O CAG advises the President with regard to the
prescription of the form in which the accounts of the
centre and the states shall be kept (Article 150).

O The CAG communicates his/her major findings and
observations in the Audit Reports (basically three:
audit report on appropriation accounts, audit report
on finance accounts, and audit report on public
undertakings) every year.

® These Reports and certified Finance and
Appropriation Accounts are presented to the
President or Governors for being laid before the
Parliament or the state legislatures (Article 151).

® Audit Reports on Public Sector Undertakings and
autonomous bodies are sent to the concerned
ministries or departments for being laid before
the Parliament or the state legislatures.

O The CAG also plays a fiduciary role in federal financial
relations. Under Article 279 of the Constitution, he
ascertains and certifies the net proceeds of taxes
levied and collected by the Union, but assigned to
the states or distributed between the Union and the
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states. The ‘net proceeds’ means the proceeds of a
tax or a duty, excluding the cost of collection.

O He acts as a friend, philosopher and guide of the
Public Accounts Committee of the Parliament.

O The CAG authorises the salary and allowances to
officers of a few state governments. He also
authorises payment of pension and other retirement
benefits to the employees of most of the state
governments and union territories and maintains
their Provident Fund Accounts.

Therefore, option (c) is the correct answer.

Which one of the following Commissions is related to
Article 338A? CDS Exam (I1) 2020
(a) The National Commission for Scheduled Castes

(b) The National Commission for Scheduled Tribes

(c) The National Commission for Backward Classes

(d) The National Commission for Women

Answer: (b)

Explanation:

a

a

Article 338A deals with National Commission for
Scheduled tribes.

The National Commission for Scheduled Tribes (NCST)
was established by amending Article 338 and inserting
a new Article 338A in the Constitution through the
Constitution (89th Amendment) Act, 2003.

The Commission investigate & Monitor matters relating
to Safeguards provided for STs under the Constitution
or under other laws or under Governments Order and it
evaluate the working of such Safeguards.

It is the duty of Union and every State Government to
consult the Commission on all major Policy matters
affecting Scheduled Tribes.

Therefore, option (b) is the correct answer.

Which one of the following statements about the Finance
Commissions, periodically established by the Government
of India, is not true?

Combined Geo-Scientist (Pre) Exam 2020

It recommends distribution of taxes between the
Union and the states

(a)
(b) It recommends the principles governing the grants-
in-aid of revenues of states

(c) ltrecommends measurestoaugmentthe consolidated
fund of a state
(d)

It recommends measures regarding the salary of
government employees

Answer: (d)
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Explanation:

Q

The Finance Commission (FC) is a constitutional body
that determines the method and formula for distributing
the tax proceeds between the Centre and states, and
among the states as per the constitutional arrangement
and present requirements.

Under Article 280 of the Constitution of India, the
President of India is required to constitute a Finance
Commission at an interval of five years or earlier. The
Finance Commission is a quasi- judicial body.

Composition

O It shall consist of a Chairman and four other members
to be appointed by the President.

O They hold office for such a period as specified by the
President in his/her order.

QO They are eligible for re-appointment.

Functions and Responsibilities

O The distribution of the net proceeds of taxes which
are to be divided between the Union and the states
and allocation of the respective shares of such
proceeds between the states.

O Determination of principles and quantum of grants-
in-aid to states which are in need of such assistance
from the Consolidated Fund of India.

O Measures needed to augment the Consolidated Fund
of a state to supplement the resources of the
Panchayats and Municipalities in the state on the
basis of the recommendations made by the Finance
Commission of the State.

O Any other matter referred to it by the President in
the interests of sound finance of the nation.

Therefore, option (d) is the correct answer.

Who among the following is the ex-officio Chairman of
the Civil Services Board?
Combined Geo-Scientist (Pre) Exam 2020

(a) Cabinet Secretary

(b) Chairman, UPSC

(c) Secretary, Department of Personnel and Training
(d) Prime Minister of India

Answer: (a)

Explanation:

Q

a

The Cabinet Secretary is the senior-most civil servant of
the Government of India and top-most executive official.
Cabinet Secretary is the ex-officio head of the Cabinet
Secretariat, the Civil Services Board, the Indian
Administrative Services (IAS), and all civil services under
the rules of business of the government.
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a

Cabinet Secretary is the senior-most cadre post of the
Indian Administrative Service and is ranked eleventh on
the Indian order of precedence.

He is under the direct charge of the Prime Minister and
is appointed for a fixed tenure of two years.

Therefore, option (a) is the correct answer.

Consider the following Chairpersons of the National

Women Commission: UPPCS (Pre) 2020
1. Jayanti Patnaik 2. Mamta Sharma
3. Dr. Girija Vyas

Select the correct chronological order of their
appointment from the codes given below:

4. Dr.Poornima Advani

Codes:
(a) 2,1,3and 4
(c) 1,3,4and 2

(b) 2,3,1and 4
(d) 1,4,3and?2

Answer: (d)

Explanation:

a

The National Commission for Women was set up in 1992
under the National Commission for Women Act, 1990.
This body was established to review the constitutional
and legal safeguards for women.

It recommends the remedial legislative measures,
facilitates redressal of grievances and advises the
government on all policy matters affecting women. It
enjoys all the powers of a civil court.

Jayanti Patnaik: She served as the Chairperson from
03.02.1992 to 30.01.1995.

Dr. Poornima Advani: She served as the Chairperson
from 25.01.2002 to 24.01.2005.

Dr. Girija Vyas: She served as the Chairperson from
16.02.2005 to 15.02.2008.

Mamta Sharma: She served as the Chairperson from
02.08.2011 to 01.08.2014.

Therefore, option (d) is the correct answer.

Which of the following are the essential requirements
for a person to be appointed as a member of the Finance
Commission? CAPF (ACs) Exam 2019

1. A Supreme Court judge or one qualified to be
appointed as such.

2. Aperson having wide experience in financial matters
and administration.

3. A person having special knowledge of economics.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1,2and3 (b) 1and2only
(c) 2and 3 only (d) 1and3only

Answer: (c)

Constitutional Posts & Bodies

Explanation:

Q

The Finance Commission (FC) is a constitutional body.
Under Article 280 of the Constitution of India, the
President of India is required to constitute a Finance
Commission at an interval of five years or earlier. The
Finance Commission is a quasi- judicial body.

The Parliament may by law determine the qualifications
which shall be requisite for appointment as members of
the Commission and the manner in which they shall be
selected.

The Chairman should be a person having experience in
public affairs.

The four other members should be selected from
amongst the following:

O Ajudge of the High Court or a person qualified to be
appointed as one. Hence, 1 is not correct.

QO A person who has specialized knowledge of finance
and accounts of the government. Hence, 2 is correct.

O A person who has wide experience in financial
matters and in administration.

O A person who has special knowledge of economics.
Hence, 3 is correct.

Therefore, option (c) is the correct answer.

In which year was accounting separated from auditing
and Comptroller and Auditor General’s task only
remained confined to auditing the Government
Accounts? UPPCS (Pre) 2019
(a) 1975 (b) 1977
(c) 1976 (d) 1981

Answer: (c)

Explanation:

a

The Office of the Accountant General was established in
1858 (the year the British took over administrative
control of India from the East India Company). In 1860
Sir Edward Drummond was appointed as the first Auditor
General.

In 1971 the Central Government enacted the Comptroller
and Auditor General (Duties, Powers, and Conditions of
Service) Act, 1971. The Act made CAG responsible for
both accounting and auditing duties for Central and State
governments.

In 1976, CAG was relieved from accounting functions.
CAG of India only performed the role of an Auditor
General and not of a Comptroller but in Britain it has the
power of both Comptroller as well as Auditor General.

Therefore, option (c) is the correct answer.
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1. Ma Gridhah Kasyasvidhanam is the motto of
CAPF (ACs) Exam 2020

(a) Lokpal
(b) Election Commission of India
(c) Central Electricity Regulatory Commission
(d) Central Information Commission
Answer: (a)
Explanation:

Ma Gridhah Kasyasvidhanam (Do not be greedy for
anyone’s wealth) is the motto of Lokpal. Lokpal is the apex
anti-corruption ombudsman.

Therefore, option (a) is the correct answer.

2. The Development, Monitoring and Evaluation Office,
which monitors the progress of long-term policies is an
attached office under UPPCS (Pre) 2020

(a) Prime Minister Office
(b) Ministry of Home Affairs
(c) Cabinet Secretariat
(d) NITI Aayog

Answer: (d)

Explanation:

Q The Development Monitoring and Evaluation Office
(DMEOQ) was constituted in September, 2015 by merging
the erstwhile Program Evaluation Office (PEO) and the
Independent Evaluation Office (IEO).

Q It is an attached office under NITI Aayog, aimed at
fulfilling the organization’s monitoring and evaluation
(M&E) mandate and building the M&E ecosystem in
India.

Therefore, option (d) is the correct answer.

3. Which Article of the Indian Constitution describes the
Central Vigilance Commission? UPPCS (Pre) 2020

(a) Article 268 (b) Article 280

(c) Article 276 (d) None of the above
Answer: (d)
Explanation:

Non-Constitutional &
Statutory Bodies

O Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) is the apex vigilance
institution, free of control from any executive authority,
monitoring all vigilance activity under the Central
Government and advising various authorities in Central
Government organizations in planning, executing,
reviewing and reforming their vigilance work.

Q The CVCwassetup by the Governmentin February, 1964
on the recommendations of the Committee on
Prevention of Corruption, headed by Shri K. Santhanam.
In 2003, the Parliament enacted CVC Act conferring
statutory status on the CVC.

O The CVCisnot controlled by any Ministry/Department. It
is an independent body which is only responsible to the
Parliament.

Therefore, option (d) is the correct answer.

4. How isthe National Green Tribunal (NGT) different from
the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB)?
UPSC CSE (Pre) 2018

1. The NGT has been established by an Act whereas the
CPCB has been created by an executive order of the
Government.

2. The NGT provides environmental justice and helps
reduce the burden of litigation in the higher courts
whereas the CPCB promotes cleanliness of streams
and wells, and aims to improve the quality of air in
the country.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) Lonly (b) 2only

(c) Bothland2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2
Answer: (b)
Explanation:

O National Green Tribunal (NGT)

O It was established in October 2010 pursuant to the
National Green Tribunal Act 2010, for effective and
expeditious disposal of cases relating to environmental
protection and conservation of forests and other
natural resources, including enforcement of any legal
right relating to environment and giving relief and
compensation for damages to persons and property.
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Q ltis an expert body not bound by the procedure laid
down under the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, but
guided by principles of natural justice.

O The NGT aims to provide speedy environmental
justice and helps reduce the burden of litigation in
the higher courts.

O The Tribunal is mandated to make an endeavor for
disposal of applications or appeals finally within 6
months of filing of the same.

Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB)

QO ltisastatutory organization constituted in September,
1974 under the Water (Prevention and Control of
Pollution) Act, 1974. Hence, statement 1 is not
correct.

Q The principal functions of the CPCB, as spelt out in
the Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act,
1974, and the Air (Prevention and Control of
Pollution) Act, 1981 are to promote cleanliness of
streams and wells in different areas of the States by
prevention, control and abatement of water
pollution, and to improve the quality of air and to
prevent, control or abate air pollution in the country.
Hence, statement 2 is correct.

Therefore, option (b) is the correct answer.

Consider the following statements:
UPSC CSE (Pre) 2018

1. The Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006 replaced
the Prevention of Food Adulteration Act, 1954.

2. The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India
(FSSAI) is under the charge of Director General of
Health Services in the Union Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1only (b) 2 only

(c) Both1and2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: (a)

Explanation:

a

a

Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) is
an autonomous body under the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare, Gol. It was established under Food Safety
and Standards Act, 2006 which consolidates various acts
and orders that have hitherto handled food related issues
in various Ministries and Departments.

The Food Standards and Safety Act, 2006 replaced
several Acts and Orders like the Prevention of Food
Adulteration Act, 1954; Fruit Products Order, 1955; etc.
Hence, statement 1 is correct.
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Q FSSAl is headed by a non-executive Chairperson,
appointed by the Central Government, either holding or
have held a position not below the rank of Secretary to
the Gol. Itis not under the charge of Director General of
Health Services. Hence, statement 2 is not correct.

Q FSSAI has been created for laying down science-based
standards for articles of food and to regulate their
manufacture, storage, distribution, sale and import to
ensure availability of safe and wholesome food for
human consumption.

Therefore, option (a) is the correct answer.

6. Who among the following is not associated with the
Governing Council of NITI Aayog?

CAPF (ACs) Exam 2018

(a) The Prime Minister

(b) The President

(c) The Chief Ministers of States

(d) The Chief Ministers of Union Territories

Answer: (b)
Explanation:

O National Institution for Transforming India or NITI Aayog
was formed on 1 January 2015, to serve as the think
tank of the Government of India with a Cabinet
resolution.

Q Like the Planning Commission, it is neither a constitutional
body (i.e., not created by the Constitution) nor a
statutory body (i.e., not created by an Act of Parliament).

Q NITI Aayog is the premier policy ‘Think Tank’ of the
Government of India, providing both directional and
policy inputs. While designing strategic and long-term
policies and programs for the Government of India, NITI
Aayog also provides relevant technical advice to the
Centre and States.

O Administrative Structure of Niti Aayog
O Chairperson: Prime Minister
O Vice-Chairperson: To be appointed by Prime-Minister
O Governing Council: Chief Ministers of all the States

and Union Territories with Legislatures and Lt.
Governors of Union Territories.

O Regional Council: To address specific regional issues,
Comprising Chief Ministers and Lt. Governors Chaired
by the Prime Minister or his/her nominee.

O Adhoc Membership: 2 members in ex-officio capacity
from leading Research institutions on rotational basis.

O Ex-Officio membership: Maximum four from the
Union council of ministers to be nominated by the
Prime minister.
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O Chief Executive Officer: Appointed by Prime-minister
for afixed tenure, in rank of Secretary to Government
of India.

O Special Invitees: Experts, Specialists with domain
knowledge nominated by the Prime-minister.

The Governing Council of NITI Aayog, comprising Chief

Ministers of all the States and Union Territories with

Legislatures and Lt. Governors of other Union Territories,

came into effect on 16% February, 2015 via a notification

issued by Cabinet Secretariat.

Meetings of the Council are held under the Chairmanship

of the Hon’ble Prime Minister with the Chief Ministers/

Lt. Governors of the States/UTs and other members of

NITI Aayog.

Therefore, option (b) is the correct answer.

Which of the following are the functions of the National
Human Rights Commission (NHRC)?
CDS Exam (1) 2018

1. Inquiry atits own initiative on the violation of human
rights
Inquiry on a petition presented to it by a victim
Visit to jails to study the condition of the inmates

Undertaking and promoting research in the field of
human rights

Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(b) 2,3 and4only
(d) 1,2,3and 4

(a) 1and 2 only
(c) 1,3 and 4 only

Answer: (d)

Explanation:

a

a

a

The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) was
established on 12% October, 1993. It was established
under the Protection of Human Rights Act (PHRA), 1993
as amended by the Protection of Human Rights
(Amendment) Act, 2006.

The PHRA Act provides for the creation of a State Human
Rights Commission at the state level.

It was set up in Line with Paris Principles. Paris Principles

were adopted for the promotion and protection of

human rights in October 1991, and were endorsed by

the General Assembly of the United Nations in 1993.

O ltis a watchdog of human rights in the country. It is
an embodiment of India’s concern for the promotion
and protection of human rights.

Section 2(1)(d) of the PHRA defines Human Rights as the

rights relating to life, liberty, equality and dignity of the

individual guaranteed by the Constitution or embodied
in the International Covenants and enforceable by courts
in India.

Non-Constitutional & Statutory Bodies

QO Powers and Functions of NHRC

O lthasallthe powers of a civil court and its proceedings
have a judicial character.

O Itis empowered to utilise the services of any officer
or investigation agency of the Central government
or any state government for the purpose of
investigating complaints of human rights violation.

O It can look into a matter within one year of its
occurrence, i.e., the Commission is not empowered
toinquire into any matter after the expiry of one year
from the date on which the act constituting violation
of human rights is alleged to have been committed.

O To investigate any violation of human rights or
negligence in the prevention of such violation by a
public servant, either suo motu or on a petition
presented to it by a victim or any person on his/her
behalf or on a direction of a court. Hence, 1 and 2
are correct.

O Tointerveneinany proceedinginvolving an allegation
of violation of human rights pending before a court.

O To visit jails and detention places to inquire about
the living conditions of inmates and make a
recommendation for the improvement of the same.
Hence, 3 is correct.

O To review the constitutional provisions and other
legal safeguards for the protection of human rights
and recommend appropriate measures for their
effective implementation.

O Tostudy international treaties and other instruments
on human rights and recommend for their effective
implementation.

O Tospread awareness about human rights among the
people; it also undertakes and promotes research in
the field of human rights. Hence, 4 is correct.

The commission may take the following steps during or

upon the completion of an inquiry on a petition

presented to it by a victim:

O The commission may recommend to the concerned
body for the payment of compensation or damages
to the victim.

O It may recommend to the concerned body for the
initiation of proceedings for prosecution or any other
action against the guilty public servant.

Q It may recommend to the concerned body for the
grant of immediate interim relief to the victim.

Q It may approach the Supreme Court or the high court
concerned for the necessary directions, orders, or
writs.

Therefore, option (d) is the correct answer.
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1. The National Disaster Management Authority functions
under the Ministry of CDS Exam (I1) 2020
(a) Environment, Forest and Climate Change
(b) Home Affairs
(c) Commerce and Industry
(d) Finance

Answer: (b)
Explanation:

Q The Disaster Management (DM) Division is the nodal
division in Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) for disaster
management.

QO As per Second Schedule of Allocation of Business Rules,
the Ministry of Home Affairs is mandated to look after
the matters relating to loss of human life and property
due to all natural and man-made calamities, other than
drought or epidemics.

Therefore, option (b) is the correct answer.

2. Infrastructure aspects provided by the Government of
India in formation of National e-Governance Plan for
storage of data and hosting applications, network
connectivity and capacity building respectively are

Engineering Services (Pre) Exam 2020

(a) SDC, SWAN and NISG (b) SWAN, SDCand NISG

(c) SDC, NISG and SWAN (d) SWAN, NISG and SDC
Answer: (a)
Explanation:

Q The National e-Governance Plan (NeGP) Plan (2003-
2007) was formulated by the Department of Information
Technology (DIT), Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology, Government of India to initiate
and provide long term growth of e-Governance in
country.

Q Thevision of the planis to make all Government services
accessible to the common people in their locality,
through common service delivery outlets and ensure
efficiency, transparency and reliability of such services
at affordable costs to realise the basic needs of the
common man.
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O NeGP aims to drastically change and improve the way in
which the Government provides services to its citizens
and empowers them to demand convenient, cost
effective and transparent services.

The architecture of NeGP consists of three layers:
Organisation layer, Technology layer and User layer. The
sharable infrastructure under NeGP is:

QO Common Services Centres (CSCs) to facilitate services
delivery electronically at the grass root level

QO State Wide Area Networks (SWANs)
O State Data Centres (SDCs)
O National Institute for Smart Government (NISG)

State Data Centre (SDC): State Data Centres (SDC) have
been identified as one of the important elements of the
core infrastructure for supporting e-Governance
initiatives of National e-Governance Plan (NeGP). Under
NeGP, itis proposed to create State Data Centres for the
States to consolidate services, applications and
infrastructure to provide efficient electronic delivery of
G2G, G2C and G2B services.

Q These services can be rendered by the States through
a common delivery platform seamlessly supported
by core Connectivity Infrastructure such as State
Wide Area Network (SWAN) and Common Service
Centre (CSC), whose connectivity is extended up to
the village level.

O State Data Centre would provide many functionalities
and some of the key functionalities are Central
Repository of the State, Secure Data Storage, Online
Delivery of Services, Citizen Information/Services
Portal, State Intranet Portal, Disaster Recovery,
Remote Management and Service Integration, etc.

O SDCs also provides better operation & management
control and minimize overall cost of Data
Management, IT Resource Management, Deployment
and other costs.

State Wide Area Network (SWAN): The Government
had approved the Scheme for establishing State Wide
Area Networks (SWANSs) across the country, in March,
2005 by the Department under Grant-in-Aid, over a
period of five years.
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QO Under this Scheme, technical and financial assistance
are being provided to the States/UTs for establishing
SWANSs to connect all State/UT Headquarters up to
the Block level via District/Sub-Divisional
Headquarters, in a vertical hierarchical structure with
a minimum bandwidth capacity of 2 Mbps per link.

Q Each of the State/UT can enhance the bandwidth up
to 34 Mbps between SHQ and DHQ and upto 8 Mbps
between DHQ and BHQ depending upon the
utilization. SWAN is envisaged as the converged
backbone network for data, voice and video
communications throughout a State/UT

National Institute for Smart Government (NISG):
National Institute for Smart Government (NISG) is a not-
for-profit company set up in 2002 by the Government
of India (Gol) on the Public-Private-Partnership (PPP)
model with Secretary, Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology (MeitY) as its Chairman.

O NISG is shaped as an institution of excellence in
e-governance to assist governments for ushering in
smart governance, process reforms and digitalization.

QO NISG has been at the forefront of e-governance
initiatives in India and contributed towards
improvement in government processes and
establishment of service delivery systems resulting
in faster and simpler service delivery to end-users
including citizens and businesses.

Therefore, option (a) is the correct answer.

Which one of the following is not the characteristic of
Good Governance and e-Governance that are closely
linked and dependent on each other?

Engineering Services (Pre) Exam 2020
(a) Accountable (b) Transparent

(c) Consciousness (d) Consensus-oriented

Answer: (c)

Explanation:

a

‘Governance’ is the process of decision-making and the
process by which decisions are implemented (or not
implemented). Governance can be used in several
contexts such as corporate governance, international
governance, national governance and local governance.

e-Governance refers to the application of Computers
and Communication Technology (CCT) to enhance the
efficiency, effectiveness, transparency and accountability
of informational and transactional exchanges at all levels.
The aim of e-Governance is to empower citizens through
access and use of information.

Good Governance is “the manner in which power is
exercised in the management of a country’s economic
and social resources for development”.

Governance & Reforms

Q The characteristics of Good Governance are as follows:

O Participation: All men and women should have a
voice in decision-making, either directly or through
legitimate intermediate institutions that represent
their interests. Such broad participation is built on
freedom of association and speech as well as
capacities to participate constructively.

O Rule of law: Legal frameworks should be fair and
enforced impartially, particularly the laws on human
rights.

QO Transparency: Transparency is built on the free flow
of information. Processes, institutions and
information are directly accessible to those concerned
with them and enough information is provided to
understand and monitor them.

O Responsiveness: Institutions and processes try to
serve all stakeholders.

O Consensus orientation: Good governance mediates
differing interests to reach a broad consensus on
what is in the best interests of the group and, where
possible, on policies and procedures.

O Equity: All men and women have opportunities to
improve or maintain their well-being.

O Effectiveness and efficiency: Processes and
institutions produce results that meet needs while
making the best use of resources.

O Accountability: Decision-makers in government, the
private sector and civil society organisations are
accountable to the public as well as to institutional
stakeholders. This accountability differs depending
on the organisations and whether the decision is
internal or external to an organisation.

O Strategic vision: Leaders and the public have a broad
and long-term perspective on good governance and
human development along with a sense of what is
needed for such development. There is also an
understanding of the historical, cultural and social
complexities in which that perspective is grounded.

Therefore, option (c) is the correct answer.

4. Which one of the following is the oldest scientific
department of the Government of India?
NDA & NA Exam (I-11) 2020

(a) Department of Biotechnology
(b) Survey of India
(c) India Meteorological Department
(d) DRDO
Answer: (b)
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Explanation:

a

Survey of India, the National Survey and Mapping
Organization of the country under the Department of
Science & Technology, is the oldest scientific department
of the Government of India. It was set up in 1767 and
has evolved rich traditions over the years.

In its assigned role as the nation’s Principal Mapping
Agency, Survey of India bears a special responsibility to
ensure that the country’s domain is explored and
mapped suitably, provide base maps for expeditious and
integrated development and ensure that all resources
contribute with their full measure to the progress,
prosperity and security of our country now and for
generations to come.

Its technology, latest in the world, has been oriented to
meet the needs of defense forces, planners and scientists
in the field of geo-sciences, land and resource
management. Its expert advice is being utilized by various
Ministries and undertakings of Government of India in
many sensitive areas including settlement of International
borders, State boundaries and in assisting planned
development of hitherto under developed areas.

Its specialized Directorates such as Geodetic and
Research Branch, and Indian Institute of Surveying &
Mapping (erstwhile Survey Training Institute) have been
further strengthened to meet the growing requirement
of the user community. The department is also assisting
in many scientific programs of the Nation related to the
field of geo-physics, remote sensing and digital data
transfers.

Therefore, option (b) is the correct answer.

Consider the following statements:

UPSC CSE (Pre) 2019

1. As per recent amendment to the Indian Forest Act,
1927, forest dwellers have the right to fell the
bamboos grown on forest areas.

2. As per the Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional
Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act,
2006, bamboo is a minor forest produce.

3. The Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest
Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006
allows ownership of minor forest produce to forest
dwellers.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1and2only (b) 2and 3 only

(c) 3only (d) 1,2and3

Answer: (b)

436
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Explanation:

Q Thelndian Forest (Amendment) Bill, 2017 permits felling
and transit of bamboo grown in non-forest areas.
However, bamboo grown on forest lands would continue
to be classified as a tree and would be guided by the
existing legal restrictions. Hence, statement 1 is not
correct.

Q The Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest
Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006,
recognizes bamboo as a Minor Forest Produce and vests
the “right of ownership, access to collect, use and dispose
of minor forest produce” with Scheduled Tribes and
Traditional Forest Dwellers. Hence, statements 2 and 3
are correct.

Therefore, option (b) is the correct answer.

6. Which one of the following is not correct about
Administrative Tribunals? CDS Exam (1) 2019

(a) The Parliament may by law constitute Administrative
Tribunals both at the Union and State levels

(b) Tribunals may look into disputes and complaints with
respect to recruitment and conditions of service of
persons appointed to public services.

(c) Tribunals established by a law of the Parliament can
exclude the jurisdiction of all Courts to allow for
special leave to appeal.

(d) The law establishing the Tribunals may provide for
procedures including rules of evidence to be
followed.

Answer: (c)
Explanation:

Q Article 323A of Indian Constitution empowers the
Parliament to provide for the establishment of
administrative tribunals for the adjudication of disputes
related to recruitment and conditions of service of
persons appointed to public services. Administrative
tribunals are quasi-judicial institutions.

Q As administrative tribunals are of statutory origin, so
must be created by a statute by Parliament/Legislatures.
They function on the principles of natural justice and are
not bound by the Civil Procedure Code.

Q Itempowers Parliament to take out the adjudication of
disputes relating to service matters from the civil courts
and high courts.

Q It cannot exclude the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court
to allow for special leave to appeal under Article 136 of
the Constitution.

Therefore, option (c) is the correct answer.
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1. In which one of the following groups are all the four
countries members of G207? UPSC CSE (Pre) 2020
(a) Argentina, Mexico, South Africa and Turkey
(b) Australia, Canada, Malaysia and New Zealand
(c) Brazil, Iran, Saudi Arabia and Vietnam
(d) Indonesia, Japan, Singapore and South Korea
Answer: (a)
Explanation:
Q The G20 is an informal group of 19 countries and the

European Union, with representatives of the International
Monetary Fund and the World Bank.

Q Inordertoachieve arobust global economic growth, the
member countries which represent and contribute more
than 80% of the global GDP came at the premier forum
for international economic cooperation, which was
agreed by leaders at the Pittsburgh Summit in
Pennsylvania (USA) in September 2009.

O The G20 members include Argentina, Australia, Brazil,
Canada, China, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy,
Japan, Mexico, Republic of Korea , Russia, Saudi Arabia,
South Africa, Turkey, the United Kingdom, the United
States and the European Union (EU).

Therefore, option (a) is the correct answer.

2. Which one among the following was not a Panch Sheel
principle? NDA & NA Exam (I-11) 2020

(a) Peaceful Co-existence
(b) Mutual respect for territorial integrity
(c) Nuclear deterrence
(d) Non-interference in internal affairs
Answer: (c)
Explanation:

Q Panch Sheel or the Five Principles of Peaceful Co-
existence were first formally enunciated in the
Agreement on Trade and Intercourse between the Tibet
region of China and India signed on April 29, 1954, which
stated, in its preamble, that the two Governments “have
resolved to enter into the present Agreement based on
the following principles:

O Mutual respect for each other’s territorial integrity
and sovereignty;

International Relations

O Mutual non-aggression;

O Mutual non-interference;

O Equality and mutual benefit;

QO Peaceful co-existence.

Therefore, option (c) is the correct answer.

3. The ‘Gujral Doctrine’ relates to which one of the following
issues? CDS Exam (1) 2019
(a) Build trust between India and its neighbours
(b) Initiate dialogue with all insurgent groups in India

(c) Undertake development activities in Naxal-
dominated areas

(d) Ensure food security
Answer: (a)
Explanation:
Q Inder Kumar Gujral was the 12* Prime Minister of India

from April 1997 to May 1998. I.K Gujral is remembered
for two significant contributions to Indian foreign policy:

O One, he propounded the ‘Gujral doctrine’ when he
was the union minister of External Affairs in the H.D
Deve Gowda Government. It is considered a
milestone in India’s foreign policy.

O Two, despite international pressure, Gujral firmly
refused to sign the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty
(CTBT) in October 1996.

O Gujral Doctrine: The Gujral Doctrine is a set of five
principles to guide the conduct of foreign relations with
India’s immediate neighbours.

O These five principles arise from the belief that India’s
stature and strength cannot be isolated from the quality
of its relations with its neighbours. It, thus, recognises
the supreme importance of friendly, cordial relations
with neighbours.

Q Principles of Gujral Doctrine
O With neighbours like Bangladesh, Bhutan, Maldives,
Nepal and Sri Lanka, India does not ask for reciprocity
but gives and accommodates in good faith and trust.
O No South Asian country should allow its territory to
be used against the interest of another country of
the region.
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O No country should interfere in the internal affairs of
another.

O All South Asian countries must respect each other’s
territorial integrity and sovereignty.

O They should settle all their disputes through peaceful
bilateral negotiations.

Therefore, option (a) is the correct answer.

Which one of the following statements is not correct?
CDS Exam (1) 2018

(a) India joined MTCR in 2016.

(b) India submitted a formal application for membership
of the NSG in 2016.

(c) India proposed the Comprehensive Convention on
International Terrorism in 1996.

(d) The Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting
(CHOGM) was held in 2016 at Malta.

Answer: (d)
Explanation:
O Missile Technology Control Regime

QO The Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR) is an
informal political understanding among states that
seek to limit the proliferation of missiles and missile
technology.

O Thisis a non—treaty association of member countries
with certain guidelines about the information sharing,
national control laws and export policies for missile
systems and a rule-based regulation mechanism to
limit the transfer of such critical technologies of these
missile systems.

QO It was established in April 1987 by G-7 countries —
USA, UK, France, Germany, Canada, Italy, and Japan.

O In 1992, the focus of the regime extended to on the
proliferation of missiles for the delivery of all types
of weapons of mass destruction (WMD), i.e., nuclear,
chemical and biological weapons.

QO ltis not a legally-binding treaty. Hence, no punitive
measures could be taken against non-compliance to
the guidelines of the regime.

O India was inducted into the Missile Technology
Control Regime in 2016 as the 35" member.

Q India has joined MTCR as a full member and also
agreed to join the Hague Code of conduct which
bolstered its position as a responsible nuclear state
and strengthened its case for the membership of the
Nuclear Suppliers Group.

O India can procure high-end missile technology and
run joint programmes for development of unmanned
aerial vehicles with other countries, e.g., Procurement
of theater missile interceptor “Arrow Il “ from Israel,
military drones like “Avenger” from the USA, etc.
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O India being a member of the regime will have some
obligations like sharing critical information about its
military and technological assets, consulting other
member countries regarding the export of any MTCR
items, especially those notified or denied by another
partner.

O China is not a member of this regime but it had
verbally pledged to adhere to its original guidelines
but not to the subsequent additions.

O Nuclear Suppliers Group

QO The Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) is a group of
nuclear supplier countries that seeks to contribute
to the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons through
the implementation of two sets of Guidelines for
nuclear exports and nuclear-related exports.

O The NSG came into being as a response to the 1974
nuclear tests by India. There is a Trigger List and items
from the list are forbidden to be exported to Non-NPT
member countries.

Q It has 48 participating governments. China is a
member of the NSG.

O India submitted a formal application for membership
of the NSG in 2016.

QO Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism

O In 1996, with the objective of providing a
comprehensible legal framework to counter-
terrorism, India proposed to the United Nations
General Assembly (UNGA) the adoption of the
“Comprehensive Convention on International
Terrorism” (CCIT).

O Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting

(CHOGM)

O The Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting
is a biennial summit of the heads of government from
all Commonwealth nations. It is the association’s
ultimate policy and decision-making forum. The
November 2015 Meeting that held in Malta, has the
theme of ‘Commonwealth — Adding Global Value.

Therefore, option (d) is the correct answer.

5. Which one of the following became a part of China in
1997 following the principle of ‘one country, two

systems’? CDS Exam (1) 2018
(a) Tibet (b) Hong Kong
(c) Xinjiang (d) Inner Mongolia
Answer: (b)
Explanation:

O Hong kong is situated on the southeast coast of China,
Hong Kong’s strategic location on the Pearl River Delta
and the South China Sea has made it one of the world’s
most thriving and cosmopolitan cities.
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QO Hong Kong as we know it today was born when China’s

Qing dynasty government was defeated in the First
Opium War in 1842. It ceded Hong Kong Island to Britain.
Hong was under the control of the British Empire until
1997. With Sino-British declaration under the principle
of ‘One Country, Two Systems’, Hong Kong became a
Special Administrative Region (SAR) of the People’s
Republic of China on 1 July 1997.

This arrangement allows the city to enjoy a high degree
of autonomy, including retaining its capitalist system,
independent judiciary and rule of law, free trade and
freedom of speech for at least fifty years without change.
The interference of the communist regime of China in
the internal affairs of Hong kong and its oppressive
policies have led to various pro-democracy protests for
autonomy in recent times.

Therefore, option (b) is the correct answer.

Which one of the following is not an International Human
Rights Treaty? CDS Exam (1) 2018

(a) International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights

(b) Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women

(c) Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
(d) Declaration on the Right to Development

Answer: (d)
Explanation:

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
(ICCPR)

O The ICCPRis a key international human rights treaty,
providing a range of protections for civil and political
rights.

QO The ICCPR, together with the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights and the International Covenant on
Economic Social and Cultural Rights, are considered
the International Bill of Human Rights.

O Itinfluencesthe decisions and actions of Government,
State and Non-State actors to make economic, social
and cultural rights a top-priority in the formation and
implementation of national, regional and international
policy and law.

O The ICCPR obligates countries that have ratified the
treaty to protect and preserve basic human rights,
such as: the right to life and human dignity; equality
before the law; freedom of speech, assembly, and
association; religious freedom and privacy; freedom
from torture, ill-treatment, and arbitrary detention;
gender equality; the right to a fair trial; right family
life and family unity; and minority rights.

International Relations

O The Covenant compels governments to take
administrative, judicial, and legislative measures in
order to protect the rights enshrined in the treaty
and to provide an effective remedy.

O The Covenant was adopted by the UN General
Assembly in 1966 and came into force in 1976. 173
countries including India have ratified the Covenant.

QO Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of

Discrimination against Women (CEDAW)

O The Convention of the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), 1979 was
adopted by the UN General Assembly to prevent
violence against women and girls worldwide.

Q Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

O The Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities and its Optional Protocol was adopted on
13 December 2006 at the United Nations Headquarters
in New York and was opened for signature on 30
March 2007.

O The convention seeks to engage member countries
in developing and carrying out policies, laws and
administrative measures for securing the rights
recognized in the Convention and abolish laws,
regulations, customs and practices that constitute
discrimination.

Q It requires countries to identify and eliminate
obstacles and barriers and ensure that persons with
disabilities can access their environment,
transportation, public facilities and services, and
information and communications technologies.

Q Itasks member countries to recognize the right to an
adequate standard of living and social protection
which includes public housing, services and assistance
for disability-related needs, as well as assistance with
disability-related expenses in case of poverty.

O The Convention follows decades of work by the
United Nations to change attitudes and approaches
to persons with disabilities. It takes to a new height
the movement from viewing persons with disabilities
as “objects” of charity, medical treatment, and social
protection towards viewing persons with disabilities
as “subjects” with rights, who are capable of claiming
those rights and making decisions for their lives based
on their free and informed consent as well as being
active members of society.

Q Declaration on the Right to Development

Q It was adopted by UN General Assembly on 4%
December 1986. It Recognizes that development is
a comprehensive economic, social, cultural, and
political process, which aims at the constant
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1. Consider the following statements:
UPSC CSE (Pre) 2020

1. Aadhaar metadata cannot be stored for more than
three months.

2. State cannot enter into any contract with private
corporations for sharing of Aadhaar data.

3. Aadhaar is mandatory for obtaining insurance
products.

4. Aadhaar is mandatory for getting benefits funded
out of the Consolidated Fund of India.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1and 4 only (b) 2and 4 only
(c) 3only (d) 1,2and3only
Answer: (b)
Explanation:

O As peraSupreme Court (SC) ruling of September, 2018,
Aadhaar metadata cannot be stored for more than six
months. SC struck down Regulation 27 which provided
for archiving transaction data for five years. SC has said
that authentication logs should be deleted after six
months to refrain government authorities from storing
metadata of transactions. Hence, statement 1 is not
correct.

O Section 57 of the Aadhaar Act, 2016, which allowed the
use of the 12-digit Aadhaar number for establishing the
identity of an individual for any purpose, whether by the
State or any corporate or person, has been read down.
Also, that portion of Section 57 of the Aadhaar Act which
enables body corporate and individual to seek
authentication is held to be unconstitutional. Accordingly,
Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of
India (IRDAI) has directed insurance companies not to
mandatorily ask for the Aadhaar details for know-your-
customer (KYC) requirements or carry out authentication
using e-KYC from UIDAI. Hence, statement 2 is correct
and statement 3 is not correct.

Q Further, the amendment made to Section 7 of the
Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery of Financial and Other
Subsidies, Benefits and Services) Act, 2016 has been
upheld. It stipulates a condition that the State government

Miscellaneous

can mandate use of Aadhaar authentication for
beneficiaries for receipt of a subsidy, benefit or service
for which the expenditure is incurred from the
Consolidated Fund of India. Hence, statement 4 is
correct.

Therefore, option (b) is the correct answer.

2. One common agreement between Gandhism and
Marxism is UPSC CSE (Pre) 2020
(a) the final goal of a stateless society
(b) class struggle
(c) abolition of private property
(d) economic determinism

Answer: (a)
Explanation:

Q The final aim of both Gandhism and Marxism is the
establishment of a stateless and classless society;
however their means for achieving this aim are different.
Mahatma Gandhi wanted to achieve this end through
non-violent means but Karl Marx wanted to achieve it
through violent means.

O Ways to achieve stateless society:

O Marxism: As per Marxism, State is an instrument of
oppression and an organ of the bourgeoisie (middle
class) that only works for maintaining the class
dominance. Therefore, marxism strives for class
struggle and revolution which will ultimately result
in a stateless society.

O Gandhism: For Gandhiji also, in an ideal state, there
is no State and the main characteristic of an ideal
state would be popular or people’s sovereignty. In
such a state everyone is his own ruler. He also
believed in the idea of stateless democracy, in which
thereis afederation of satyagrahivillage communities,
functioning on the basis of voluntary cooperation and
dignified and peaceful co-existence. Gandhian
concept of Self Rule means Swaraj is real democracy,
where people’s power rests in the individuals and
each one realizes that he or she is the real master of
one’s self.

Therefore, option (a) is the correct answer.
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3.

In the context of India, which one of the following is the
characteristic appropriate for bureaucracy?
UPSC CSE (Pre) 2020

An agency for widening the scope of parliamentary
democracy

(a)
(b) An agency for strengthening the structure of
federalism

(c) An agency for facilitating political stability and
economic growth

(d)

An agency for the implementation of public policy

Answer: (d)

Explanation:

a

Civil services or the bureaucracy constitutes the
professionals who are permanent and salaried employees
that are a part of the government’s executive organ.
They are politically neutral and their main job is to
facilitate the effective working of different government
departments and public policy implementations. They,
however, work under the control and leadership of the
ministers. The bureaucratic setup is designed to maintain
uniformity and controls within an organization.

Good policies and laws can really serve their objectives
only when these are efficiently implemented by the civil
servants.

Therefore, option (d) is the correct answer.

Match List | with List Il and select the correct answer
using the code given below the Lists:
CAPF (ACs) Exam 2020

List 11
(Explanation/Aim)

List |
(Concept)

Power is always exercised
by a privileged few

A. Pluralist democracy 1.

B. People’s democracy 2. Highest and harmonious
development of
individual capacities

C. Developmental 3.

democracy

Social equality through
common ownership of

wealth
D. Elitist democracy 4. Capacity of groups to
ensure Governmental

responsiveness
Code:

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

i T~ S -
w NN WD
N W w NN
> b~ O

Answer: (a)
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Explanation:

Q

The word democracy means rule by the people. There
are different types of democracy based on varied
principles underlying them.

Pluralist democracy: It is a model of democracy in which
no one group dominates politics and organized groups
compete with each other to influence policy; or in other
words, in this, the capacity of groups ensures
governmental responsiveness.

People's democracy: Democracy means people's rule
People's democracy was a theoretical concept within
Marxism—Leninism and a form of government which
developed after World War Il and that allowed in theory
for a multi-class, multi-party democracy on the pathway
to socialism, which is related to the social equality
through the common ownership of wealth.

Developmental democracy: It can be thought of as
“power of the people”; a way of governing that depends
on the will of the people or in other words, it is based
on the highest and harmonious development of
individual capacities.

Elite democracy: It is a model of democracy in which a
small number of people, usually those who are wealthy
and well-educated, influence political decision-making,
or in other words in this the power is always exercised
by a privileged few.

Therefore, option (a) is the correct answer.

Which one of the following is not true of socialism?
CAPF (ACs) Exam 2020

Socialists analyse society in terms of income
distribution

It emphasises the centrality of community

(a)

(b)
(c) Socialists believe that class divisions in society are a
fact and therefore irremediable

It believes that material benefits should be

distributed on the basis of need

(d)

Answer: (c)

Explanation:

Q

Socialism is a social and economic doctrine that calls for
public rather than private ownership or control of
property and natural resources. It emphasises on the
centrality of community.

Socialists analyse society in terms of income distribution.

Socialism believes that material benefits should be
distributed on the basis of need of the people.

Socialism is acknowledged as the cherished goal of the
Indian political system in its constitution. It lays emphasis
on the welfare of the people, it seeks to ensure economic
and political equality to the people and tries to remove
exploitation of one class by the others.
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a

India adopted socialism, which drew inspiration from
Mahatma Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru rather than
Marxian socialism.

Whereas Gandhian socialism was based on Satya,
Ahimsa, trusteeship and decentralisation and Nehru’s
socialism was liberal and a type of fabianism and
socialism. Marxian socialism emphasised on class wars
and the dictatorship of the proletariat.

Indian socialism was not an ideological dogma, but a
broad guide to the development and social change and
accommodated a lot of other ideas, apart from core
socialism, which were necessary for the development of
India.

India in its modified socialist pursuit relied on three
pillars of development strategy:

O Planning for rapid industrial and agricultural
growth which was not under the absolute control of
the State.

O Apublicsector to develop strategic industries, which
was to progressively become a self-sustained profit-
making sector.

O Mixed economy was preferred earlier due to lack of
adequate resources, but the private sector was to
work under a broad framework of planning.

However, India also imbibed core socialism spirit through
planned economic development, initiation of land
reforms, labour laws, progressive taxation, expansion of
education and health and rapid expansion of the public
sector.

Despite its contributions to Indian economy and society
through welfare policies, co-operative societies, planned
growth, land reforms, etc., Socialism in India is yet to
achieve all its intended objectives.

Consequently, while retaining socialism as a principal
constitutional value, as declared in Preamble,
Fundamental rights and Directive principles of state
policy, India did not shy away from approaching a more
liberal economy and means of distributive justice when
needed. It smoothly transitioned to LPG reforms in the
1990s, opened its sectors and markets to global
opportunities and competition, to continue its growth
story keeping up with the changing times and needs.

Therefore, option (c) is the correct answer.

Which one among the following is not a character of a
secular State? CDS Exam (1) 2020

(a) It refuses theocracy.
(b) It separates religion from the State.
(c) A State in order to be secular must be democratic.

(d) It must prevent religious conflict and promote
religious harmony.

Miscellaneous

Answer: (c)

Explanation:

a

A secular state is an idea pertaining to secularity,

whereby a state is or purports to be officially neutral in

matters of religion, supporting neither religion nor

irreligion.

The three objectives of a secular state are:

O That one religious community does not dominate
another;

O Thatsome members do not dominate other members
of the same religious community;

QO thatthe State does not enforce any particular religion
nor take away the religious freedom of individuals.
Secular State prevents religious conflict and promotes
religious harmony.
In order to maintain separation between religious and
political institutions. Secular state refuses theocracy. A
state governed directly by a priestly order is called
theocratic.
To be truly secular, a state must not only refuse to be
theocratic but also have no formal, legal alliance with
any religion. The separation of religion-state is, a
necessary ingredient of a secular state.

A secular state must be committed to principles and
goals which are at least partly derived from non-religious
sources. These ends should include peace, religious
freedom, freedom from religiously grounded oppression,
discrimination and exclusion,as also inter-religious and
intra-religious equality.

Therefore, option (c) is the correct answer.

Who among the following envisioned the framework of
sustainable development called PURA (Providing Urban
Amenities to Rural Areas)?

Combined Geo-Scientist (Pre) Exam 2020
(b) A.P.J. Abdul Kalam

(d) K.R.Narayanan

(a) Jawaharlal Nehru
(c) Atal Bihari Vajpayee

Answer: (b)

Explanation:

Q

Providing Urban Amenities to Rural Areas (PURA) was
mooted by the former President Dr.A.P.J. Abdul Kalam
in January 2003 as a way of empowering and accelerating
rural development.

The Ministry of Rural Development (MoRD) implemented
the PURA scheme on a pilot basis in seven clusters for a
period of three years (2004-05 to 2006-07).

PURA 2.0 as a central sector scheme was launched in
2012 focussing on the development of potential growth
centres such as census towns.
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