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History
1. Evaluate the extent to which British colonial policies in 

the 19th century contributed to the decline of traditional 
Indian industries and the emergence of a colonial 
economic structure. (150 Words)

Approach:

z	Briefly discuss British colonial policies affecting 
traditional Indian industries in the 19th century.

z	Discuss how these policies led to the decline of 
traditional industries, and explain the transformation 
in the economic structure during the colonial period.

z	Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

British colonial policies in the 19th century profoundly 
transformed India’s economic landscape, triggering the 
decline of traditional Indian industries such as textiles, 
handicrafts, and metallurgy. These policies, designed to 
serve British economic interests, systematically dismantled 
indigenous production and reshaped India into a supplier of 
raw materials and a consumer of British manufactured goods. 
This resulted in the impoverishment of artisans and the 
economic subordination of India, restructuring its economy 
into a colonial appendage.

Body:

British Policies Leading to Decline of Traditional Industries:

z	End of Protectionism: The British dismantled Indian 
tariffs and protections that previously safeguarded 
local artisans and manufacturers. 
�	The Charter Act of 1813 ended the East India 

Company’s trade monopoly, paving the way for 
one-way free trade policies by the British (mid-
19th century). This flooded Indian markets with 
cheap, machine-made British goods.

�	Meanwhile, heavy import duties, around 80% on 
items like textiles were imposed on Indian goods 

GENERAL STUDIES PAPER-1
exported to Britain, making Indian cloth expensive 
and less competitive. 

�	Indian artisans could not compete with the 
low prices and uniform quality of British 
factory goods, leading to widespread 
unemployment and deindustrialization in 
regions like Bengal, Gujarat, and the 
Coromandel Coast.

z	Raw Material Extraction: Railways, introduced to serve 
British strategic and commercial interests, facilitated 
the export of raw materials such as cotton, jute, and 
indigo from India to Britain. 

�	Raw materials were exported cheaply, and 
finished goods were imported at high prices, 
perpetuating economic dependence

z	Revenue Systems and Land Policies: Land revenue 
policies such as the Permanent Settlement (1793), 
Ryotwari, and Mahalwari systems were introduced 
before the 19th century, but their impact, especially 
the increased tax burden on peasants and small 
producers persisted well into the 19th century and 
beyond.     

�	The extraction of high revenue reduced 
purchasing power and shifted focus to cash crop 
cultivation, reducing demand for locally made 
goods.

z	Drain of Wealth:  As highlighted by Dadabhai Naoroji’s 
‘Drain Theory,’ a significant portion of India’s wealth 
was transferred to Britain without reinvestment. This 
deprived India of capital necessary for industrial 
development.

�	Capital that could have been invested in Indian 
industries was drained through colonial taxation 
and repatriation of profits to Britain, hindering 
industrial development.
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Shaping the Structure of the Colonial Economy:

z	Agrarian Shift & Deindustrialization: India’s economy 
became predominantly agrarian, focused on cash 
crops like indigo, cotton, and opium for export, making 
India a raw material supplier for British industries.

�	The emphasis on cash crops replaced subsistence 
farming, increasing economic vulnerability to 
famines.

�	The rural economy became vulnerable to global 
market fluctuations, and deprived of investment 
in industrial infrastructure.

z	Emergence of Dual Economy:  The colonial economy 
developed a dual character with a small modern 
industrial sector dominated by British capital alongside 
a large traditional agricultural sector producing raw 
materials.

�	Indigenous industries languished while British-
owned factories expanded, deepening economic 
inequalities.

z	Railways and Infrastructure: Though railways 
connected the interior to ports, their primary purpose 
was to facilitate the export of raw materials to Britain 
and import British goods, rather than fostering 
indigenous industrial growth.

z	Market Dependency and Import Reliance: The influx 
of British manufactured goods fostered consumer 
dependency, reducing local production and innovation.

�	This decline was further exacerbated by a lack of 
capital and colonial restrictions imposed on 
indigenous industries.

Conclusion:

British colonial economic policies resulted in 
deindustrialization, agrarian dependency, and transformation 
of India into a colonial economy primarily serving British 
interests. The impact  of these policies contributed to 
India’s impoverishment and posed challenges to its post-
independence economic recovery.

2. “Colonial land revenue settlements not only transformed 
agrarian relations but also reshaped rural society and 
politics in modern India.” Comment.  (150 words)

Approach: 

z	Introduce the answer by highlighting the impact of 
Colonial land revenue settlements on India

z	Highlight how it transformed Agrarian Relations
z	Mention how it reshaped Rural Society and Politics 

in Modern India
z	Conclude by referencing the developments in post-

independence India aimed at dismantling the same 
structures.

Introduction:
As stated by Shashi Tharoor in Inglorious Empire: What 

the British Did to India, by the end of the nineteenth century, 
India was Britain’s biggest source of revenue. 
z	The British land revenue systems, such as the 

Permanent Settlement, Ryotwari System, and 
Mahalwari System, played a significant role in this, 
impacting agrarian relations and reshaping both rural 
society and politics.

Body:
British Land Revenue Systems Transforming Agrarian Relations:
z	Introduction of Fixed Land Revenue: The Permanent 

Settlement introduced a fixed revenue system in which 
the revenue demand from the land was permanently 
fixed, regardless of changes in agricultural productivity. 
�	This system transformed agrarian relations as it 

separated the actual cultivators (peasants) from 
land ownership, making them tenants under the 
Zamindars.

z	Increased Land Commodification: The Mahalwari 
System commodified land, making it a tradable asset. 
�	The system allowed land to be sold and purchased 

easily, which changed the economic dynamics in 
rural areas. 

�	The peasants, who had traditionally cultivated 
land under communal or feudal ownership, now 
found themselves increasingly alienated from the 
land, leading to a transformation in the way 
agricultural wealth was distributed.
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z	Disruption of Traditional Agricultural Practices: The 
heavy revenue demands led to a shift from subsistence 
farming to commercialized agriculture under the 
Ryotwari and Mahalwari Systems, where peasants 
were encouraged to grow cash crops such as cotton, 
indigo, and sugarcane. 
�	This shift disrupted the traditional practice of 

growing food crops, affecting local food security 
and creating dependency on global markets.

British Land Revenue Systems Reshaping Rural  
Society and Politics in Modern India: 
z	Emergence of Class Divisions in Rural Society: The 

colonial revenue systems contributed to the rise of 
distinct classes in rural India, particularly the separation 
between landlords and peasants. 
�	The Permanent Settlement made Zamindars a 

dominant class in rural society.
�	The Ryotwari and Mahalwari Systems further 

entrenched class divisions by promoting individual 
ownership but simultaneously imposing heavy 
taxes that kept peasants in poverty.

z	Political Mobilization and Peasant Movements: The 
oppressive taxation and the exploitation of peasants 
eventually led to the rise of peasant movements in the 
19th and early 20th centuries.
�	The land revenue policies played a central role in 

shaping the political consciousness of rural India, 
leading to resistance against the British. 

�	 The Champaran Satyagraha of 1917, led by 
Mahatma Gandhi, was a direct consequence of 
the exploitation of peasants under the Indigo 
cultivation system.

z	Influence on Rural Elites and Agrarian Power 
Structures: The British revenue systems entrenched 
the power of intermediaries, who often exploited the 
peasants. 
�	These systems reshaped rural politics by 

empowering a few landlords or intermediaries 
who maintained strong political influence, while 
peasants had little to no voice.

�	Example: The Mahalwari System empowered 
taluqdars and other intermediaries, especially in 

regions like Uttar Pradesh and Punjab, creating 
rural elites who played a role in local politics and 
resisted land reforms after independence.

z	Exploitation and Debt Traps: The high tax rates 
imposed by these systems created socio-economic 
vulnerability among the peasants. 
�	In many cases, they were forced to borrow money 

from moneylenders at high-interest rates to meet 
the tax demands, which led to cycles of debt. 

�	The Deccan Riots of 1875 were a direct result of 
the oppression by moneylenders and the high 
taxes under the Ryotwari System, where peasants 
were caught in a vicious cycle of debt.

Conclusion:

Post-independence, India took significant steps to 
address these colonial legacies, particularly through land 
reforms such as the Zamindari Abolition Acts and land 
redistribution policies. Thus, while colonial land policies 
entrenched exploitation, post-independence India’s land 
reforms marked a positive shift towards a more just and 
inclusive rural society.

3. “Indian society today is moving faster than its social 
vocabulary can interpret.” Analyze the societal 
implications of changing norms around gender, 
technology, and generational aspirations. (250 words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce the answer by justifying the quote of the 

question with a valid example
z	Give Societal Implications of Changing Norms and 

Lagging Vocabulary
z	Highlight that despite changes, key norms in social 

vocabulary persists with examples
z	Conclude with a quote. 

Introduction:

In India’s rapidly changing society, traditional norms are 
struggling to keep up with new realities. A prime example is 
the rise of women delivery personnel for quick-commerce 
platforms like Zomato, a role once dominated by men. 
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z	This shift challenges deep-rooted gender norms and 
highlights how evolving social dynamics are often 
ahead of the vocabulary used to describe them, 
creating a gap between old values and new aspirations.

Body:
Societal Implications of Changing  
Norms and Lagging Vocabulary:
z	Gender Realignment:  The growing visibility of women 

in traditionally male-dominated sectors like defense, 
aviation, and technology is shifting societal norms. 
�	This gender realignment is gradually 

deconstructing patriarchal definitions of 
masculinity and femininity.

z	Technology and Rational Reordering: The advent of 
technology has led to the rational reordering of societal 
structures, with personal laws such as the UCC being 
discussed in a bid to replace age-old customs with 
more scientifically grounded systems.
�	Technology-driven platforms like e-governance 

are also promoting rationality in governance and 
service delivery.

z	Generational Aspirations and Secular Consumerism: 
Millennials and Gen Z, driven by aspirations of 
individualism, material success, and digital 
engagement, are fostering secular consumerism 
(happiness and self-worth are closely tied to the 
acquisition of material possessions). 
�	Lavish weddings, social media-driven lifestyles, 

and a focus on experiences over traditional values 
highlight this shift toward material culture over 
spiritual values.

z	Cultural Commodification: Traditional culture, once 
revered for its spiritual significance, is increasingly 
being commodified. 
�	Tribal art, for example, is marketed on 

e-commerce platforms, creating a market-driven 
version of culture that does increase its visibility 
but may lose its deeper meaning in the process.

z	Rise of Hybrid Identities: The fusion of traditional and 
modern identities is becoming more evident, especially 
in urban centers. 

�	Young people blending Western fashion with 
traditional Indian symbols (like jeans with bindis) 
reflect a mix of cultural elements, creating hybrid 
identities that defy clear classification.

z	Emerging Work Cultures: The gig economy and remote 
working are changing the way people view work-life 
balance. 
�	This shift challenges traditional work structures, 

favoring flexibility over rigid office schedules and 
hierarchies, transforming how society perceives 
productivity.

z	Reconfiguration of Family Dynamics: With the rise of 
nuclear families, single-parent households, and 
delayed marriages, traditional concepts of family are 
being redefined.
�	Increasing acceptance of live-in relationships, 

divorce, and LGBTQ+ rights is reshaping family 
structures, highlighting the evolving social 
framework.

z	Rise of Individualism: There is a marked shift toward 
individualism, particularly in the younger generation. 
�	The importance placed on self-expression, 

independence, and personal choices reflects a 
move away from community-centered values 
toward a more individual-focused society.

z	Globalization and Cosmopolitanism: Increasing 
interaction with global cultures through travel, media, 
and the internet has created cosmopolitan identities. 
�	This global exposure is leading to more fluid 

cultural identities and the dissolution of rigid 
cultural boundaries, as seen in the rise of cross-
cultural exchanges.

However, despite the rapid changes, the traditional social 
vocabulary still holds sway in many areas of Indian society like: 

z	Persistence of Caste-based Inequality: While modern 
India is pushing for gender equality and rationalization 
of laws, caste-based discrimination continues to 
thrive, especially in rural areas. 



Prepare with DrishtiIAS 

UPSC 
Mains  
Test Series
2025


SCAN ME

UPSC 
Classroom 
Courses 

SCAN ME

IAS Current 
Affairs Module 
Course 

SCAN ME

Drishti 
Learning 
App


SCAN ME

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation June, 2025 www.drishtiias.com7

�	The persistence of untouchability practices in 
certain parts of India shows that despite 
advancements in other spheres, the social 
vocabulary around caste remains largely 
unchanged. 

z	Gender Bias in Rural Areas: In contrast to the urban 
successes of women in non-traditional roles, rural India 
continues to have a highly patriarchal mindset. 
�	Despite the growth of women in leadership 

positions in cities, rural norms often restrict 
women’s mobility and autonomy. 

�	For instance, women in rural areas still face 
significant barriers in accessing education, 
healthcare, and jobs, and are largely confined to 
domestic roles. 

z	Cultural Conservatism in Religious Practices: India’s 
diverse religious landscape still holds on to conservative 
practices that resist change. 
�	For instance, the widespread practice of arranging 

marriages through family networks continues to 
be highly valued in many communities despite 
changing aspirations among younger generations. 

�	Religious leaders and communities in various 
parts of India still exert considerable influence.

z	Preservation of Traditional Cultural Practices: Despite 
the growing commodification of culture, many 
traditional practices, especially those related to art, 
dance, and festivals, remain cherished. 
�	For instance, art forms like Kathak, Bharatnatyam, 

and regional handicrafts still hold deep cultural 
and spiritual significance, resisting their 
transformation into mere market commodities. 

z	Generation Gap and Conflict in Aspirations: While 
younger generations in urban areas gravitate toward 
secular consumerism, their older counterparts 
continue to hold on to more spiritual or family-
oriented values.
�	This inter-generational conflict is evident in the 

debates over issues like same sex marriages.

Conclusion:

In the words of Alvin Toffler, “The illiterate of the 
21st century will not be those who cannot read and write, 
but those who cannot learn, unlearn, and relearn.” This 
emphasizes the need for flexibility in both societal norms 
and the language we use to define them, as we adapt to an 
ever-changing world.

4. The colonial administration in India significantly altered 
the traditional tribal systems. Analyze the consequences 
of these disruptions and the responses of the tribal 
communities to these changes. (250 words)

Approach:
z	Briefly introduce the traditional tribal systems in 

India.
z	Discuss how colonial policies disrupted these 

systems, and highlight the consequences of these 
disruptions on tribal societies.

z	Discuss the responses of tribal communities to these 
changes.

z	Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

The traditional tribal systems in India, which were based 
on self-sufficiency, communal harmony, and close ties with 
nature, were severely disrupted by colonial rule. The British 
colonial administration, through exploitative economic 
policies, cultural imposition, and the introduction of foreign 
governance structures, undermined these indigenous 
systems. The tribals, who had long enjoyed autonomy and a 
harmonious relationship with their environment, found their 
way of life altered by the colonial forces.

Body:

Colonial Disruptions and their Impact on Tribal System:

z	Land and Resource Alienation: British policies led to 
the alienation of tribal lands and resources, disrupting 
their traditional way of life. The Indian Forest Act of 
1865 restricted tribal access to forests, which were 
vital for their livelihoods, leading to land dispossession 
and the destruction of their self-sustaining systems.
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�	The imposition of the Zamindari system further 
exacerbated this exploitation by creating 
intermediaries who exploited tribal land and 
labor, displacing them from their ancestral lands 
and resources.

�	Additionally, the British colonial administration 
introduced forced labor (begar) in projects like 
railways and subjected tribals to debt bondage 
under Zamindars, trapping them in cycles of 
exploitation and further marginalizing them 
economically.

z	Cultural Alienation: British policies, including the 
Criminal Tribes Act, stigmatized nomadic tribes, 
labeling them as criminals and marginalizing their 
social status.
�	Missionaries undermined tribal belief systems, 

branding their practices as ‘primitive’. 
�	Additionally, colonial interference in tribal 

reverence for nature and sacred sites deepened 
cultural alienation, as traditional practices 
clashed with Western ideologies and colonial 
control over resources.

z	Social Disruption: The introduction of new revenue 
systems and land tenure policies caused conflict over 
land ownership, while forced displacement for 
infrastructure projects like plantations compounded 
tribal suffering.

Response of Tribal Communities to these Changes:

z	Santhal Rebellion (1855-56): A significant armed 
uprising against British exploitation in the Santhal 
region.

z	Munda Ulgulan (1899-1900): Led by Birsa Munda, this 
rebellion aimed to restore tribal autonomy and resist 
British and zamindari control.

z	Rani Gaidinliu’s Resistance (1930s): Non-violent 
resistance in Nagaland led by Rani Gaidinliu, advocating 
for tribal rights and freedom from British oppression.

z	Forest Satyagraha (1930s): A movement in Central 
India where tribals protested against colonial forest 

laws, demanding their right to access and use forest 
resources.

z	Bishnoi Movement (1730s): A movement in Rajasthan 
to protect trees and forests, exemplifying the tribal 
commitment to preserving nature against colonial 
policies.

Conclusion:

The colonial disruption of traditional tribal systems led 
to widespread economic exploitation, and cultural decline. 
However, the resilience and resistance displayed by tribal 
communities through armed and non-violent movements 
played a crucial role in preserving their identities and laid the 
foundation for ongoing efforts towards tribal empowerment 
in post-colonial India.

Geography
5. Tropical cyclones are products of complex interactions 

between oceanic and atmospheric systems. Discuss the 
factors responsible for their formation and regional 
distribution, with special reference to the Indian Ocean 
region. (250 words)

Approach: 

z	Define tropical cyclones and explain their basic 
characteristics.

z	Discuss the oceanic and atmospheric conditions 
necessary for their formation and explain why 
cyclones form predominantly in certain regions, 
focusing on the Indian Ocean.

z	Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

Tropical cyclones are intense low-pressure systems 
characterized by strong winds and heavy rainfall, resulting 
from complex interactions between oceanic and atmospheric 
conditions. These cyclones are significant because of their 
devastating impact on coastal populations, especially in 
the Indian Ocean region, which is prone to frequent and 
sometimes highly destructive cyclones.
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Body:

Key Factors Responsible for Tropical Cyclone Formation:

Oceanic Factor:
z	Sea Surface Temperature (SST): Tropical cyclones require sea surface temperatures above 27°C to supply the necessary 

moisture and latent heat that drive convection and sustain storm development. 
�	In the Indian Ocean, this condition is typically met during the pre-monsoon (April–June) and post-monsoon 

(October–December) seasons, making these periods prone to cyclogenesis. 
Atmospheric Factors:
z	Atmospheric Instability: Atmospheric instability enhances vertical air movement, where warm, moist air near the 

ocean surface rises rapidly through cooler air above, triggering convection and thunderstorm activity. 
�	This convective process is essential for the formation and intensification of tropical cyclones.

z	Coriolis Force: The Earth’s rotation causes the deflection of winds, creating a cyclonic vortex. Cyclones cannot form 
near the equator (within 5° latitude) due to insufficient Coriolis force. Most cyclones form between 10° and 20° 
latitudes.

z	Low Vertical Wind Shear: Wind shear refers to the change in wind speed or direction with height. Low vertical wind 
shear allows the cyclone’s structure to remain intact and intensify. 
�	High wind shear can disrupt cyclone formation by displacing the storm’s convection.
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z	Pre-existing Low-Pressure Disturbance: Tropical 
cyclones typically originate from pre-existing low-
pressure systems, such as easterly waves, troughs, or 
depressions.
�	These disturbances often occur within the ITCZ, a 

region near the equator where northeast and 
southeast trade winds converge, causing rising 
air and persistent convection.

z	Upper Atmospheric Divergence: A well-developed 
divergence aloft allows rising air to evacuate the storm 
efficiently, sustaining low pressure at the center.

Regional Distribution & Unique Features  
of Cyclones in the Indian Ocean:
z	The Indian Ocean sees cyclones mainly in two regions-

the Bay of Bengal and the Arabian Sea (less frequent 
but sometimes very severe).

z	Cyclones in the Bay of Bengal are generally more 
frequent and intense than those in the Arabian Sea 
due to higher sea surface temperatures and favorable 
atmospheric conditions.
�	The Bay of Bengal’s warm waters and funnel-

shaped coastline exacerbate storm surges, 
causing significant flooding and damage in 
countries like India, Bangladesh, and Myanmar.

z	The Arabian Sea cyclones are less frequent but can be 
intense, often affecting western India, Oman, and 
Yemen.

z	The Indian Ocean region’s cyclonic activity is also 
influenced by phenomena such as the Indian Ocean 
Dipole (IOD) and El Niño-Southern Oscillation (ENSO), 
which modulate sea surface temperatures and 
atmospheric circulation patterns.

Conclusion:
Tropical cyclones are complex natural phenomena 

shaped by oceanic heat, and atmospheric patterns. Their 
regional distribution, especially in the Indian Ocean, is 
governed by sea surface temperatures, wind currents, and 
atmospheric conditions. Understanding these factors is vital 
for predicting cyclones and minimizing their devastating 
impact through effective monitoring and early warning 
systems.

6. Primary rocks form the foundation of Earth’s geology. 
Discuss their types, formation processes, and 
distinguishing features. (150 words)

Approach:
z	Introduce the concept of primary rocks and their 

significance in the Earth’s geological structure.
z	Describe the different types of primary rocks and 

discuss their formation processes and distinguishing 
characteristics.

z	Conclude suitably.

Introduction:
Primary rocks, or igneous rocks, form the foundational 

layer of the Earth’s lithosphere. They are the first rocks to 
be created when molten magma or lava cools and solidifies. 
These rocks are considered the original geological material, 
from which all other rock types, such as sedimentary and 
metamorphic rocks, evolve over time through various 
geological processes. These rocks offer critical insights into 
Earth’s geological history and internal processes, helping us 
understand the dynamics that shape the planet.
Body:
Formation Process & Types of Primary Rocks:
z	Primary rocks are formed from molten material, either 

magma (beneath the Earth’s surface) or lava (on the 
Earth’s surface). 

z	Primary rocks are classified into three types-Intrusive, 
Extrusive, and intermediate, based on the location 
and duration of cooling of the molten material:
�	Intrusive (Plutonic) Rocks: These rocks form 

when magma cools slowly beneath the Earth’s 
surface, allowing larger crystals to form. 
�	For example, granite, diorite and gabbro.

�	Extrusive (Volcanic) Rocks: These rocks form 
when lava cools rapidly at or near the Earth’s 
surface, resulting in fine-grained textures. 
�	For example, basalt and pumice.

�	Hypabyssal or Intermediate Rock:  Intermediate 
rocks, such as dyke rocks, form between plutonic 
and volcanic levels and are typically semi-
crystalline in structure.
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Distinguishing Features of Primary Rocks:
z	Mineral Composition: Primary rocks are primarily composed of minerals like quartz, feldspar, mica, amphibole, and 

olivine, with specific minerals depending on the magma’s chemical composition.
z	Texture: The texture of primary rocks can vary from fine-grained to coarse-grained, depending on how quickly the 

molten material cools. 
�	Slow cooling (granite) results in larger crystals, while Rapid cooling (basalt) produces smaller, fine-grained 

crystals.
z	Crystal Size: Larger crystals are visible in intrusive rocks due to slower cooling, while smaller crystals are present in 

extrusive rocks.
z	Hardness and Durability: The mineral crystals in primary rocks typically interlock, providing strength and durability. 

These rocks are generally harder and more resistant to weathering compared to other rock types.
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z	Homogeneous Structure: Primary rocks are typically 
uniform in composition, although variations can occur 
depending on the type of magma and the cooling 
conditions.

z	Absence of Fossils: Since primary rocks are formed 
from molten material, they do not contain fossils, 
unlike sedimentary rocks.

Conclusion:
Primary rocks are fundamental in the study of geology, 

offering vital clues about the Earth’s internal processes. 
The study of these rocks not only helps in understanding 
the Earth’s formation but also sheds light on the dynamic 
processes, including volcanic activity and plate tectonics, that 
continue to shape the planet’s surface.

7. Explain the role of subtropical westerly and tropical 
easterly jet streams in the onset and withdrawal of the 
Indian monsoon. (250 words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce the answer by briefing about Indian 

monsoon and role of subtropical westerly and 
tropical easterly jet streams

z	Give role of Subtropical Westerly Jet Stream (STWJ) 
and Tropical Easterly Jet Stream (TEJ) in e onset and 
withdrawal of the Indian monsoon.

z	Conclude suitably. 
Introduction

The Indian monsoon is a seasonally reversing wind 
system primarily driven by differential heating between land 
and ocean, with critical modulation by upper-tropospheric 
jet streams. 
z	Among them, the Subtropical Westerly Jet Stream 

(STWJ) and the Tropical Easterly Jet Stream (TEJ) play 
a pivotal role in determining the timing, strength, and 
spatial distribution of the onset and withdrawal of the 
Indian summer monsoon (ISM).

Body: 
Role of Subtropical Westerly Jet Stream (STWJ): 
z	A high-velocity westerly wind belt, active in winter 

and spring months. Found at latitudes of 25°–35° N, 
approximately 200 hPa (12–14 km) altitude.

�	Associated with upper-level divergence, cold air 
advection, and western disturbances.

�	Role in Monsoon Onset

�	Winter Dominance Suppresses Monsoon 
Formation

�	During winter and early summer, STWJ 
lies over the Indian subcontinent, 
contributing to cool and dry weather.

�	 Its presence aloft suppresses vertical 
convection, thereby inhibiting pre-
monsoon rainfall.

�	Northward Shift is a Trigger for Onset

�	 By late May or early June, due to intense 
heating of the subcontinent and Tibetan 
Plateau, the STWJ shifts northward into 
the mid-latitudes.

�	 This vacates upper-air space, enabling 
ascent of moist air and low-pressure 
formation at the surface.

�	Enhances Tropical Convective Activity

�	 Its withdrawal allows ITCZ (Inter-Tropical 
Convergence Zone) to move northward, 
aligning over the Indian landmass.

�	 This leads to the burst of the monsoon, 
beginning typically over the Kerala 
coast. 

�	Role in Monsoon Withdrawal

�	Southward Re-establishment

�	 In September–October, with cooling of 
the landmass, STWJ shifts southward, 
reinstating stable, dry upper-level air 
over the subcontinent.

�	Promotes Drying and Stability

�	 The re-entry of STWJ suppresses 
convection and marks the transition 
from southwest monsoon to northeast 
monsoon (especially over Tamil Nadu).
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Role of Tropical Easterly Jet Stream (TEJ):

z	Strong easterly winds peaking during June to August. Located between 5°–20° N, at altitudes of 100–150 hPa (6-9km).
�	Originates due to strong thermal gradients between the equatorial Indian Ocean and the heated Tibetan Plateau 

(forming the Tibetan High).
�	Role in Monsoon Onset

�	Formation of Upper-Level Easterlies
�	 The TEJ sets in after STWJ’s northward shift, usually by late May.
�	 It reflects the establishment of a warm-core upper-level high over Tibet, a prerequisite for monsoon 

onset.
�	Supports Deep Convection

�	 TEJ induces upper-level divergence, encouraging ascent of moist air from the Arabian Sea and Bay of 
Bengal.

�	 Promotes vigorous convective rainfall across the Indian subcontinent.
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�	Strengthens Monsoonal Circulation
�	 TEJ enhances vertical wind shear, which is favorable for organized monsoon activity and widespread 

rainfall.
�	Onset Confirmation Parameter

�	 The India Meteorological Department (IMD) uses TEJ strength and positioning as a parameter to confirm 
monsoon onset.

�	Role in Monsoon Withdrawal
�	Gradual Weakening in September

�	 As surface heating declines, the thermal contrast over the Tibetan Plateau weakens, leading to the 
disintegration of TEJ.

�	Collapse of Monsoonal Vertical Support
�	 The disappearance of upper-level divergence results in weakened convection and a gradual drying of 

the atmosphere.
�	Withdrawal from Northwest to Southeast

�	 TEJ’s weakening facilitates the organized retreat of monsoon from northwest India first, progressing 
toward the southern peninsula.
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Conclusion:
The Subtropical Westerly Jet and the Tropical Easterly Jet 

form a dynamic upper-atmospheric framework that governs 
the onset, intensity, and withdrawal of the Indian monsoon. 
Their inverse movement (STWJ retreats as TEJ strengthens) 
is a classic feature of monsoon dynamics.

Indian Heritage & Culture
8. “The art and culture of the Vijayanagara Empire were 

not only expressions of aesthetic excellence but also 
instruments of political legitimacy and religious 
consolidation.” Discuss. (250 words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce the answer by briefing about Vijayanagara 

Empire
z	Give key arguments favouring its Expressions of 

Aesthetic Excellence
z	Delve into its Art and Architecture as Political 

Legitimacy
z	Brief about its Religious Consolidation through 

Culture
z	Conclude by mentioning related UNESCO World 

Heritage Sites. 

Introduction: 
The Vijayanagara Empire (1336–1565 CE), known for its 

grandeur and resilience, was a powerful South Indian kingdom 
that left a lasting legacy in the form of architecture, sculpture, 
literature, music, and painting. 
z	While the art and culture of this era reflected a deep 

sense of aesthetic refinement, they were also 
consciously used as tools for asserting political 
authority and unifying religious identity in a culturally 
diverse region.

Body: 
Expressions of Aesthetic Excellence
z	Narrative Murals as Spiritual Storytelling: Murals like 

those at Lepakshi vividly illustrated scenes from epics 
and local legends, not just to inspire devotion, but to 
promote dynastic ideals and ethical values. 

�	The mandapa ceilings often depicted royal 
ceremonies, festivals, and divine interventions, 
reinforcing the sacred authority of the state.

z	Music and Dance as Cultural Diplomacy: The 
devotional compositions of Purandaradasa resonated 
in temples and public gatherings, subtly carrying 
messages of royal patronage and spiritual guidance. 
�	Dance forms such as Bharatanatyam, performed 

in temple and court settings, added grandeur to 
both religious worship and political celebration.

z	Sculpture as a Medium of Everyday Messaging: 
Temple sculptures, particularly at Virupaksha, 
portrayed a blend of mythological scenes, civic life, 
and kingly justice, making art an accessible form of 
cultural communication. 
�	Depictions of monarchs offering homage to 

deities reinforced the perception of divine 
sanction behind their rule..

Art and Architecture as Political Legitimacy
z	Monumental Architecture Symbolized Authority

�	Grand structures like Mahanavami Dibba hosted 
royal ceremonies visible to the masses, reinforcing 
monarchical power.

�	Large-scale city planning in Hampi—with fortified 
zones, royal enclosures, and urban temples—
displayed the organizational capability of the 
state.

z	Temple Patronage as a Political Tool
�	Krishnadevaraya’s construction of Rayagopurams 

(tall gateway towers) in major temples across 
South India reflected both his piety and his control 
over distant regions.

�	Renovation of sacred sites like Tirupati, Srirangam, 
and Kanchipuram earned political legitimacy 
through divine association.

z	Integration of Local Styles to Assert Control
�	By blending Chalukya, Hoysala, Chola, and 

Pandya elements, the empire fostered an 
architectural identity that symbolized political 
and cultural consolidation.

�	Local artisans and traditions were patronized, 
which built loyalty and helped unify culturally 
diverse territories.
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z	Royal Iconography in Sacred Space
�	Temples like Hazara Rama depicted scenes from 

the Ramayana with kingship metaphors, subtly 
linking the monarch to divine avatars like Rama.

�	Coins and inscriptions with images of deities 
reinforced divine sanction for rulership.

Religious Consolidation through Culture
z	Revival of Hindu Temples and Institutions

�	Extensive temple-building campaigns and 
endowments revitalized key religious centers that 
had weakened under earlier invasions.

�	The empire used temples as administrative hubs, 
blending spiritual and political functions.

z	Promotion of Bhakti and Saints
�	The court patronized Bhakti saints like 

Purandaradasa, Annamacharya, and Vyasatirtha, 
fostering a personal, devotional form of Hinduism 
that transcended caste and region.

�	Spiritual advisors like Vidyaranya helped shape a 
theocratic image of the kingdom’s foundation.

z	Missionary and Integrative Efforts
�	Ahobila Dasaris were deployed to integrate tribal 

and forest communities into the religious fold, 
extending Hinduism’s reach.

�	Establishment of Hanuman shrines across the 
empire reflected efforts to create a common 
devotional network.

z	Religious Tolerance and Inclusion
�	Despite their Hindu foundation, Vijayanagara 

rulers permitted and even employed Muslims in 
the military and administration, reflecting 
strategic religious accommodation.

�	Multi-sectarian patronage—Shaiva, Vaishnava, 
and even Jain sites—showed the empire’s 
inclusivity and political foresight.

Conclusion: 
The art and culture of Vijayanagara served not only as 

aesthetic masterpieces but also as instruments of statecraft 
and religious unity. Today, the Group of Monuments at Hampi 
are recognized as UNESCO World Heritage Sites—standing 
as enduring symbols of how power, devotion, and creativity 
merged under Vijayanagara rule.

9. The evolution of Indian painting from cave murals to 
miniature traditions reveals shifts in patronage and 
cultural narratives. Comment. (150 words)

Approach:

z	Brief introduction to Indian painting and its historical 
significance.

z	Discuss the evolution of Indian painting styles, from 
early cave murals to miniature traditions and also 
highlight key periods and patronage systems that 
shaped these artistic forms.

z	Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

Indian painting has a rich and diverse tradition that 
spans from ancient times to modern-day art forms. It has 
evolved through different periods, each influenced by 
varying patronage, cultural influences, and social dynamics. 
From the ancient cave murals of Bhimbetka to the intricate 
miniature traditions, the evolution of Indian painting offers 
insights into the changing political, religious, and social 
structures of India.

Body:

Early Beginnings-Cave Murals and Rock Paintings: 

z	The roots of Indian painting can be traced back to 
prehistoric times, with the Bhimbetka cave paintings 
being among the earliest examples. These paintings, 
located in MP, depict scenes of daily life, hunting, and 
animals, reflecting the animistic and ritualistic beliefs 
of early human societies. 

z	The rock shelters of Bhimbetka and Panchmarhi 
feature petroglyphs that offer insights into the socio-
cultural dynamics of early Indian life. 

Gupta Period- Rise of Religious Paintings:

z	The Gupta period saw the rise of more sophisticated 
techniques, with an emphasis on proportion and 
realism. During this time, religious and royal patronage 
began to flourish, leading to the creation of murals in 
temples and monasteries.
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z	The themes shifted from solely religious to include 
courtly and royal life, with murals depicting gods, 
kings, and scenes of courtly celebrations.

z	The Ajanta Cave murals were primarily funded by 
Buddhist rulers, depicting scenes from the Jataka 
Tales, highlighting the life and teachings of Buddha.

Regional Paintings - Rise of Miniature Art:

z	Mughal Miniature Art flourished under emperors like 
Akbar and Jahangir, showcasing detailed depictions of 
court life, nature, and battles, created in royal ateliers 
(Tasvir Khana).
�	The Mughal era introduced Persian artistic 

elements like realism, perspective, and 
foreshortening, enriching Indian painting.

�	Miniatures from the Mughal court, such as those 
in the Tutinama and Hamzanama, were crucial in 
documenting historical events and the opulence 
of the Mughal empire.

z	Rajput and Pahari Styles developed regionally with 
vibrant colors and ornate designs, regional rajput styles 
such as Mewar, Bundi, and Kishangarh focused on 
romantic, religious, and courtly themes, Kishangarh’s 
Bani Thani is a prime example.

z	Pahari paintings from Kangra, Jammu, and Basholi 
featured mythological themes and emotional depth, 
while Deccan art blended local and Persian elements 
with rich, decorative styles.

South Indian Painting Traditions: 

z	South Indian painting evolved significantly under 
dynasties like the Pallavas, Cholas, and Vijayanagara. 
The Pallavas (7th century) initiated early temple murals 
at Mandagapattu and Kanchipuram, blending royal 
and religious themes. 

z	The Cholas (9th–13th century) advanced this tradition 
with murals at Brihadeeswarar Temple, vividly 
portraying stories of Shiva and asserting divine 
kingship through temple art.

z	Later, the Vijayanagara Empire (14th–17th century) 
fused architectural and artistic styles, as seen in the 

murals of Virupaksha Temple at Hampi, characterized 
by bold lines, large eyes, and mythological themes.  

Modern Painting:

z	With the advent of British colonial rule, Indian painting 
underwent significant changes. The Bengal School of 
Art, led by artists like Abanindranath Tagore, rejected 
European influences and sought to rediscover India’s 
artistic heritage. 
�	Abanindranath’s iconic painting, Bharat Mata, 

symbolized a national identity and the spiritual 
essence of India.

z	In the modern era, notably in the works of Raja Ravi 
Varma, known as the “Raphael of the East” who fused 
Indian mythology with European techniques. 

Conclusion:

Each phase in the development of Indian art reveals 
the shifting political, social, and religious contexts in which 
it flourished. Whether through royal commissions, religious 
patronage, or colonial influences, Indian painting has played 
a vital role in narrating the history, traditions, and values of 
Indian society, continuing to evolve as a vibrant and diverse 
art form.

Indian Society
10. India is poised to reap a demographic dividend due to 

its young population profile. Discuss the opportunities 
and challenges of leveraging India’s demographic 
dividend for economic and social development. (250 
words)

Approach:
z	Provide a brief introduction to India’s demographic 

profile and the concept of demographic dividend.
z	Highlight the opportunities presented by India’s 

demographic dividend for economic and social 
development.

z	Discuss the challenges that hinder India’s ability to 
fully leverage its demographic dividend.

z	Conclude suitably.



Prepare with DrishtiIAS 

UPSC 
Mains  
Test Series
2025


SCAN ME

UPSC 
Classroom 
Courses 

SCAN ME

IAS Current 
Affairs Module 
Course 

SCAN ME

Drishti 
Learning 
App


SCAN ME

www.drishtiias.com Mains Answer Writing Consolidation June, 2025 18

Introduction:
India is currently experiencing a demographic window 

of opportunity, with 65% of its population under the 
age of 35, making it one of the youngest nations globally. 
This demographic shift provides India with a potential 
“demographic dividend,” where the working-age population 
(15-64 years) outnumbers the dependent (young and old) 
population. With the right investments in education, & 
infrastructure, this youthful demographic can contribute 
significantly to India’s development.
Body:
Opportunities of India’s Demographic Dividend:
z	Economic Growth and Increased Consumption: The 

working-age population, which is projected to make up 
59% of India’s total population by 2041, can drive 
productivity and GDP growth.
�	With the rise of the middle class and increasing 

incomes, India is set to account for 30% of global 
consumption by 2050, up from 12% in 1997. 

�	This shift presents vast opportunities for 
businesses and will help fuel growth through 
consumption-led economic expansion.

z	Increased Savings and Investments: A smaller 
dependent population allows individuals to save more, 
thereby contributing to capital accumulation. India’s 
gross domestic savings rate stood at 30.7% of GDP in 
March 2024, this rate is significantly higher than the 
global average, indicating a strong propensity to save 
among the population. 
�	These savings can be redirected towards 

investments in infrastructure, technology, and 
economic development

z	Innovation and Entrepreneurship: With 1.59 lakh 
startups, India is now the world’s 3rd largest startup 
ecosystem. The schemes like Startup India and Atal 
Innovation Mission are aimed at fostering this 
entrepreneurial spirit among the youth. 
�	The demographic dividend can fuel India’s 

entrepreneurial ecosystem, making it one of the 
world’s leading startup hubs.

z	Labor Force Expansion and Gender Inclusion: The 
expansion of the labor force, including a higher 
participation rate of women, is crucial for India’s 
economic progress. Currently, India has a relatively low 
female labor force participation (32.8% compared to 
the global average of 47%).

�	If India is able to increase female participation, 
the available workforce will expand, leading to 
higher productivity and economic output.

Challenges in Leveraging the Demographic Dividend:

z	Unemployment and Underemployment: Despite 
having a large labor force, India faces the challenge of 
insufficient job creation. In 2022, 83% of India’s 
unemployed population was under the age of 35, 
highlighting the mismatch between the growing 
workforce and the availability of jobs.

�	A significant proportion of this demographic is 
either underemployed or not employed at all 
(youth unemployment rate- 20%).

�	The mismatch between education outputs and 
market needs contributes to rising unemployment, 
especially among graduates (Over 42 % of India’s 
graduates under 25 were unemployed in 2021-
22).

�	Informal employment also continues to dominate 
(Over 90%), where workers face low wages, job 
insecurity, and lack of social protection.

z	Skill Mismatch: A significant challenge is the skill gap in 
India’s labor market. According to the ILO, 47% of 
Indian workers, particularly 62% of females, are 
underqualified for their jobs. 

�	A large portion of the working-age population 
lacks the necessary skills to meet the demands of 
the modern job market (only 5% of the young 
workforce is formally skilled). 

�	This skills mismatch limits the potential of India’s 
workforce and hinders its ability to compete 
globally in advanced sectors.
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z	Health and Nutrition: India still grapples with health 
challenges such as malnutrition, inadequate maternal 
health care, and limited access to quality healthcare. 
These issues impact the workforce’s overall health and 
productivity, diminishing the effectiveness of the 
demographic dividend.

z	Regional Disparities: The benefits of the demographic 
dividend are not evenly distributed across India. While 
some states like Bihar have high fertility rates, others 
like Sikkim are already experiencing aging populations.
�	This regional disparity demands subnational 

policies tailored to specific demographic trends to 
ensure the benefits of the dividend are realized 
across the country.

z	Gender Disparity: Female labor force participation is 
at 37%, much lower than 75% for males, with gender-
based barriers still prevalent. addressing this gender 
disparity is key to maximizing the economic potential 
of the demographic dividend.

Measures to Address the Challenges  
to Demographic Dividends:
z	Investing in Human Capital: Aligning curricula with 

the needs of the labor market and expanding access to 
higher education will ensure that the youth are 
equipped for the demands of the global economy.
�	Investing in healthcare and nutrition is essential 

to improving the overall health of the workforce 
and ensuring long-term productivity.

z	Creating Employment Opportunities: To effectively 
absorb the growing labor force, India needs to create 
more formal sector jobs. Government policies should 
focus on entrepreneurship, business-friendly reforms, 
and the expansion of industries that generate high 
employment.
�	Special efforts should be made to boost female 

labor force participation by implementing 
gender-inclusive policies, ensuring safe 
workplaces, and addressing wage disparities.

z	Managing Aging Populations: As India approaches the 
peak of its demographic dividend by 2041, the 
government should gradually raise retirement ages 
and create incentives for older workers to remain in 
the workforce. Pension system reforms will also be 
necessary to ensure sustainability.

z	Regional and Subnational Policies: Given the regional 
disparities in fertility rates and aging populations, a 
tailored approach focusing  on regional challenges like 
aging populations in some areas and youth 
unemployment in others, is required to address the 
specific needs of different states.

Conclusion:

By investing in human capital, creating formal sector 
jobs, and implementing policies to ensure inclusive growth, 
India can maximize the benefits of its demographic dividend 
and ensure long-term prosperity for its population.

���
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Polity & Governance 
11. The Attorney-General is the chief legal advisor and lawyer 

of the Government of India. In light of this statement, 
discuss the role and responsibilities of the Attorney-
General of India. (150 words)

Approach:
z	Provide a brief introduction to the Attorney-General 

of India along with the constitutional provisions 
governing the office.

z	Discuss their key role and responsibilities, and 
highlight their significant role in advising the 
government and representing it in legal matters.

z	Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

The Attorney-General (AG) of India is appointed as the 
chief legal advisor to the Government of India and serves 
as the highest law officer in the country (Art 76). The AG’s 
primary role is to assist the government in legal matters, 
provide legal advice, and represent it in the Supreme Court, 
among other duties, ensuring the government’s actions align 
with constitutional and legal provisions.

Body:

Role and Responsibilities of the Attorney-General of India:

z	Legal Advisor to the Government: The Attorney-
General provides legal opinions on issues referred by 
the President, the government, or any department. 
These legal opinions are crucial in shaping government 
policies, drafting legislation, and guiding government 
actions on legal matters.
�	The AG plays a critical role in guiding the 

government’s legal strategy, ensuring it complies 
with constitutional norms.

z	Representation in Court: The AG represents the 
Government of India in significant cases before the SC 
and HCs, where the government is a party, and also 
enjoys the right of audience in all Indian courts

�	The AG represents the government in 
constitutional matters, PILs, appeals, and in any 
reference made by the President to the SC under 
Article 143. 

z	Duties Related to Parliamentary Business: The 
Attorney-General may participate in the proceedings of 
both Houses of Parliament and their committees to 
offer legal advice, interpret laws, and clarify legal issues 
raised during debates, though he is not entitled to 
vote (Art 88).
�	This ensures that parliamentary debates and 

decisions are legally sound.
z	Independence and Public Interest: Though appointed 

by the government, the AG must act independently 
and serve the interests of justice. 
�	Unlike the AG of the United States, the AG of India 

does not have executive authority over law 
enforcement and works solely as a legal advisor 
and representative.

Conclusion:
The Attorney-General of India is a key figure in the 

legal framework of the government, their advisory and 
representational roles are central to the functioning of the 
government and the judiciary. The AG’s legal expertise are 
crucial in maintaining the rule of law and ensuring that the 
government acts within its legal bounds.

12. The concept of federalism is fundamental to India’s 
political structure. Discuss its role in promoting effective 
governance and ensuring political stability in a diverse 
country like India. (150 words)

Approach:
z	Define federalism and its significance in India’s 

political structure.
z	Examine how federalism promotes effective 

governance, focusing on its role in accommodating 
diversity, enhancing local autonomy, and balancing 
power between the Centre and states.

z	Conclude suitably.

GENERAL STUDIES PAPER-2
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Introduction:
In the landmark S.R. Bommai case (1994), the Supreme 

Court declared federalism as part of the basic structure 
of the Indian Constitution, emphasizing its critical role in 
maintaining the balance of power between the Centre and 
the states. It ensures that governance is tailored to meet the 
diverse needs of India’s heterogeneous society. It fosters unity 
while also providing regional autonomy, enabling regions to 
maintain their distinct identities and tackle specific challenges.
Body
Role of Federalism in India’s  
Political Structure and Governance
z	Accommodating Diversity: Federalism allows for the 

decentralization of power, enabling states to govern in 
a way that reflects local needs, traditions, and values.
�	For example, article 1 of the Indian Constitution 

defines India as a Union of States, emphasizing 
unity in diversity. 
�	The formation of linguistic states and 

recognition of regional languages under the 
Eighth Schedule further strengthen this unity 
by promoting cultural diversity and political 
stability.

z	Ensuring Distribution of Power & Participatory 
Democracy: India’s federal system is based on the 
division of powers outlined in the Seventh Schedule, 
which allocates powers among the Union List, State 
List, and Concurrent List.
�	The Union List empowers the central government 

with exclusive legislative authority over national 
matters, while the State List ensures that states 
have control over local issues such as agriculture.

�	The 73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendments 
devolved powers to local self-governments, 
strengthening grassroots democracy and 
participatory democracy ensuring better service 
delivery in rural and urban areas.

z	Strengthening National Unity: Indian federalism 
reinforces national unity by combining a strong central 
authority with respect for state autonomy. This flexible 
structure ensures unity without undermining state 
powers. 

�	Judicial interventions, in S.R. Bommai v. Union of 
India (1994), have further safeguarded federal 
principles by limiting the arbitrary use of Article 
356, thereby strengthening constitutional 
governance.

z	Cooperative Federalism: India’s federal structure is not 
just about division but also cooperation. The Sarkaria 
Commission (1988) and the Punchhi Commission 
(2010) emphasized cooperative federalism, where the 
Centre and states work together to achieve national 
goals.
�	The establishment of NITI Aayog reflects the 

growing emphasis on collaborative governance.
�	The Inter-State Council (Art 263) provides a 

platform for dialogue between the Centre and 
states, resolving issues through discussions and 
mutual agreement.

z	Competitive Federalism: Following the economic 
reforms of the 1990s, the concept of competitive 
federalism has gained traction. States now compete to 
attract investments, improve infrastructure, and 
enhance business environments, which drives progress 
at the state and national levels.
�	The Ease of Doing Business rankings and Swachh 

Bharat Rankings are examples of how states are 
motivated to excel in governance and 
development through competition.

z	Political Stability: Federalism offers political stability 
by allowing states to address their specific issues and 
concerns. It prevents the concentration of power in a 
central authority, which could lead to authoritarianism.
�	During times of political unrest or regional 

demands (Gorkhaland or Vidarbha), federalism 
provides a mechanism for peaceful resolution 
through dialogues.

Conclusion:
Federalism is crucial to India’s political stability, ensuring 

decentralization, local autonomy, and national unity. It fosters 
inclusivity, prevents power concentration, and strengthens 
democratic principles. As outlined by PM Modi, federalism 
represents a new partnership in Team India, enhancing 
Centre-State relations. This collaborative approach remains 
key to India’s progress and unity.
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13. The role and institutional independence of the Election 
Commission of India (ECI) has been a subject of increasing 
debate in recent times.  Discuss the key issues affecting 
its functioning and suggest reforms to enhance its 
autonomy. (250 words)

Approach:
z	Introduce the importance of the Election Commission 

of India (ECI) and its constitutional significance.
z	Highlight the challenges to its institutional 

independence and functioning and recommend 
measures to enhance its autonomy and effectiveness.

z	Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

The Election Commission of India, which has been 
mandated to conduct free and fair elections in the country 
(Article 324), has faced scrutiny on multiple fronts in recent 
years regarding its independence by various political leaders, 
civil society organizations, former bureaucrats, and citizen 
groups across the country.

Body:

Key Issues Affecting ECI’s Functioning:

z	Political Interference: The recent CEC and ECs 
Appointment Act mandates that appointments be 
made based on recommendations from the selection 
committee, which draws from a panel prepared by a 
search committee. 
�	However, both the search and selection 

committees are often criticised for being 
dominated by the Union Government. 

�	Furthermore, the selection committee has the 
authority to bypass the search committee’s 
recommendations, granting greater power to the 
Union Government-dominated selection 
committee.

z	Insecurity of Tenure for ECs: While ECs enjoy equal 
powers to the CEC, they do not have the same security 
of tenure. They can be removed based solely on the 
recommendations of the CEC, making them vulnerable 
to executive pressure.

z	Financial and Administrative Dependence: Unlike 
judiciary, the ECI’s expenditure is not charged directly 
to the CFI, making it dependent on the government for 
the finances.
�	Moreover, The ECI relies on government staff for 

conducting elections, which limits its financial 
autonomy. 

z	Limited Powers: The ECI’s authority in regulating 
political parties is restricted, as it lacks the power to 
de-register parties for serious violations. 
�	In the past few years ECI has been criticised for 

failing to curb hate speeches during election 
campaigns, but the ECI has argued that it is largely 
“powerless” in these matters. 

z	Weak Enforcement Mechanism: While the ECI has the 
power to take action against violators of election 
laws, its enforcement mechanisms are often perceived 
as weak, especially when dealing with high-profile 
politicians or parties.
�	Moreover, it has been termed as “harmless 

spectator” to violations of MCC as it doesn’t have 
the legal backing.

z	Election Malpractices: Despite technological 
advancements like EVMs and VVPAT, electoral 
malpractices such as fake voting, booth capturing, and 
vote-buying coercion, etc. remain persistent challenges 
that impact the credibility of elections.

z	Emerging Challenges: The rise of social media has 
created new challenges for the ECI, with the spread of 
disinformation and fake news impacting voters’ 
decisions. 
�	The use of deepfake technology and social media 

campaigns needs more stringent monitoring to 
maintain electoral integrity.

Reforms to Enhance ECI’s Autonomy:
z	Independent Appointment Process: The SC’s ruling in 

Anoop Baranwal vs. Union of India (2023) advocated 
for a collegium system to appoint the CEC and ECs, to 
be followed until Parliament enacts a new law 
governing such appointments. 
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�	The judgment, delivered post the 2023 Act, 
proposed a collegium of the PM, Lok Sabha 
Opposition Leader, and Chief Justice of India.

z	Security of Tenure: The removal process for ECs should 
mirror that of Supreme Court judges, as recommended 
by the 255th Law Commission Report, to ensure 
independence and protection from executive 
interference.

z	Institutional Autonomy: A dedicated, independent 
secretariat for the Election Commission of India should 
be established to strengthen its functional and 
administrative autonomy, in line with the 255th Law 
Commission Report.

z	Strengthening Legal and Enforcement Powers: Provide 
the ECI with greater legal authority, including the 
power to de-register political parties for violations and 
enforce the MCC with legal backing. This will enhance 
the ECI’s ability to take decisive actions against electoral 
malpractices.

z	Contempt Power to ECI: The ECI has time and again 
demanded contempt power to prevent criticism by 
political parties/leaders with malafide intentions that 
hold no water.

z	Incorporating Technology: Leverage AI and data 
analytics to detect hate speech and fake news on 
social media. 
�	Additionally, using facial recognition and Aadhaar-

linked voter IDs can help prevent bogus voting 
and improve voter verification processes.

z	Inclusive Voting Mechanisms: Introduce measures to 
improve voter turnout, especially in regions affected by 
internal migration. 
�	Remote Electronic Voting Machines (RVMs) 

could be tested to allow migrant workers to vote 
in their home constituencies.

Conclusion:
Strengthening the autonomy of the ECI is essential to 

safeguarding democracy and ensuring that elections in India 
continue to be free, fair, and credible. To strengthen ECI’s 
independence and functioning, it is crucial to implement 
reforms such as an independent appointment process, 
enhancing its legal and enforcement powers, and using 
technology to tackle emerging challenges.

14. “The Supreme Court of India has transformed Article 21 
from a narrow procedural guarantee into a vast reservoir 
of substantive rights.” Discuss with reference to relevant 
case laws. (150 words)

Approach:
z	Introduce the answer with a quote of Supreme Court
z	Delve into the Expansion of Article 21 with emphasis 

on Key Areas and Relevant Case Laws
z	Conclude suitably. 

Introduction:

The Supreme Court’s stance in The Maneka Gandhi 
v. Union of India (1978) case showcases the expansion of 
Article 21, stating, “The right to life and personal liberty is 
the most fundamental of all human rights, and it is not just 
about mere existence, but a life with dignity.” 

z	This marked a shift from procedural to substantive 
rights (i.e., ensuring a dignified life and fairness, not 
just in legal procedures), broadening the scope of 
fundamental rights in India.

Body: 

Expansion of Article 21: Key Areas and Relevant Case Laws

z	Introduction of Due Process under Article 21:
�	In Maneka Gandhi v. Union of India (1978), Court 

expanded the scope of Article 21 by introducing 
the principle of “due process of law,”  alongside 
the mentioned “procedure established by law.” 
�	This shift ensured that laws and their 

execution must be just, fair, and reasonable, 
not merely legal in form.

�	Also, in Samta v. Andhra Pradesh (1997), SC 
held that the right to life under Article 21 
goes beyond mere survival; it includes the 
right to live with dignity, basic sustenance, 
shelter, and all other elements that make life 
meaningful and fulfilling.

�	Implication: It expanded the scope of personal 
liberty to include protection against arbitrary 
actions.
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z	 Right to a Free Legal Aid & Speedy Trial:
�	In Hussainara Khatoon v. Bihar (1979), the Court 

declared that the right to a speedy trial is part of 
the right to life and personal liberty under Article 
21, thereby addressing the prolonged detention 
of undertrials.
�	It also emphasized on free legal aid for the 

effective administration of justice and 
equality among the citizens.

�	Implication: This ruling emphasized that delays in 
judicial processes violate an individual’s right to 
personal liberty and dignity, ensuring timely 
access to justice.

z	 Right to Protection from Arbitrary Detention:
�	In Prem Shankar Shukla v. Delhi Administration 

(1980), the Supreme Court held that handcuffing 
a prisoner violates Article 21 unless there is an 
extraordinary reason to justify such an action.

�	Implication: The judgment focused on the 
humane treatment of prisoners, emphasizing that 
personal liberty cannot be violated through 
degrading treatment.

z	 Right to Livelihood:
�	In Olga Tellis v. Bombay Municipal Corporation 

(1985), the Court ruled that the right to livelihood 
is an essential part of the right to life, as individuals 
cannot live with dignity without the means to 
earn a livelihood.

�	Implication: This case recognized that the right to 
life includes the right to earn a living, ensuring 
that people cannot be arbitrarily deprived of their 
livelihood, especially in the case of slum dwellers 
facing eviction.

z	 Right to Education:
�	In Mohini Jain v. State of Karnataka (1992), the 

Supreme Court recognized the right to education 
as part of the right to life, mandating that the 
state must provide education to all citizens, 
especially to children.

�	Implication: This case laid the groundwork for the 
Right to Education Act (2009), which guarantees 
free and compulsory education to children up to 
the age of 14, cementing education as a 
fundamental right.

z	 Right to Shelter:
�	In Chameli Singh v. State of Uttar Pradesh (1996), 

the Supreme Court ruled that the right to shelter 
is part of the right to life, affirming that every 
citizen has a right to a roof over their head as a 
basic necessity for a dignified existence.

�	Implication: This judgment underscored the 
state’s responsibility to ensure affordable housing, 
particularly for the poor and marginalized sections 
of society.

z	 Right to Protection Against Workplace Sexual 
Harassment:
�	In Vishaka v. State of Rajasthan (1997), the Court 

ruled that sexual harassment at the workplace 
violates the fundamental rights of women under 
Articles 14, 19, and 21, and directed the creation 
of guidelines to prevent such harassment.

�	Implication: This judgment resulted in the 
formulation of the Vishaka Guidelines, which later 
formed the basis for the Sexual Harassment of 
Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition, 
and Redressal) Act, 2013.

z	 Right to Environment and a Healthy Life:
�	In MC Mehta v. Union of India (1986), the 

Supreme Court expanded the scope of Article 21 
to include the right to a clean environment, linking 
environmental protection to the right to life.

�	Implication: This case was instrumental in creating 
a jurisprudence around the right to a healthy 
environment and air quality as part of the 
fundamental right to life.

z	 Rights of the Third Gender:
�	In NALSA v. Union of India (2014), the Supreme 

Court recognized the rights of transgender 
persons, affirming that their right to life includes 
the right to live with dignity and to be recognized 
as a third gender.
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�	Implication: The judgment marked a significant 
step in ensuring equality and non-discrimination 
for transgender individuals under the Constitution, 
expanding the definition of dignity and liberty.

z	 Decriminalization of Adultery and Homosexuality:

�	In Joseph Shine v. Union of India (2019), the 
Supreme Court decriminalized adultery, affirming 
that it was an infringement on personal liberty 
and dignity.

�	Similarly, in Navtej Singh Johar v. Union of India 
(2019), the Court decriminalized Section 377 of 
the Indian Penal Code, acknowledging the right of 
LGBTQ+ individuals to live with dignity and free 
from discrimination.

�	Implication: These judgments affirmed that the 
right to life under Article 21 includes the freedom 
to live one’s life without interference in personal 
relationships and sexual orientation.

z	Right to Privacy:

�	In K.S. Puttaswamy v. Union of India (2017), 
Supreme Court declared the right to privacy to be 
a fundamental right under Article 21 of the 
Constitution, thereby expanding the scope of 
personal liberty.

�	Implication: This ruling affirmed that every 
individual has the right to privacy, which 
includes the protection of personal data and 
decisions (that led to the Digital Personal Data 
Protection Act, 2023) regarding one’s body, 
identity, and relationships from unwarranted 
state interference.

Conclusion:

By recognizing socio-economic, cultural, and 
environmental rights as part of Article 21, the Court ensures 
that every individual enjoys a life of dignity, equality, and 
freedom, and that the right to live is not merely animal 
existence, as affirmed in the Francis Coralie v. UT of Delhi 
case.

International Relations
15. Discuss India’s use of soft power as a foreign policy tool 

in the context of an emerging multipolar world order. 
Highlight its key role in enhancing India’s global standing 
and influence. (250 words)

Approach:
z	Briefly introduce the concept of soft power and its 

significance in international relations.
z	Discuss India’s key soft power tools, particularly in 

the context of a multipolar world and highlight how 
these tools enhance India’s global standing and 
influence.

z	Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

In an increasingly multipolar world, India has strategically 
used soft power as a core component of its foreign policy. 
Joseph Nye defines soft power as the ability to influence 
others through attraction and persuasion, rather than 
coercion. India’s soft power is evident through its rich 
cultural and political values, as well as diplomatic efforts. A 
prime example is the promotion of Yoga, exemplified by the 
establishment of the International Day of Yoga, showcasing 
India’s cultural diplomacy on the global stage.

Body:

India’s Use of Soft Power as a Foreign Policy Tool:

z	Cultural Diplomacy: One of the most prominent 
aspects of India’s soft power is the global popularity of 
yoga, with the United Nations declaring June 21 as 
International Yoga Day.
�	The promotion of Indian culture through initiatives 

such as the Indian Council for Cultural Relations 
(ICCR) has enhanced India’s global appeal. 

�	Bollywood’s global influence through its music 
and dance, helps enhance India’s attractiveness, 
particularly in South Asia and other parts of the 
world .
�	Indian food has gained worldwide popularity 

for its rich flavors and diversity.
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z	Humanitarian Values & Global Governance: India’s 
philosophy of non-violence, peace, and tolerance, 
rooted in ancient spiritual traditions like Buddhism, 
Jainism, and Hinduism, has enabled it to position itself 
as a moral leader in global governance.
�	India’s commitment to peaceful coexistence, as 

demonstrated in its foreign policy of ‘Vasudhaiva 
Kutumbakam’ (the world is one family), and non-
alignment approach resonates with the global 
world.

z	World Largest Diaspora: The Indian diaspora, the 
largest globally with around 35.4 million people 
(2024), plays a vital role in enhancing India’s global 
influence.
�	They act as cultural ambassadors by promoting 

Indian festivals, values, and businesses abroad. 
They contribute through investments, trade, and 
remittances, amounting to a record $129.1 billion 
in 2024, the highest ever received by any country. 

�	They advocate for India’s interests, strengthening 
diplomatic ties. 

z	Economic Diplomacy: India’s rapid economic growth 
and its position as the world’s fourth-largest economy 
have strengthened its global presence, especially in IT 
and outsourcing, supported by a skilled, English-
speaking workforce. 

z	 Multilateral Diplomacy: Through active roles in BRICS, 
the UN, and G-20, India promotes global issues like 
climate change, sustainable development, and 
peacekeeping. 
�	It also extends development aid and technical 

assistance to countries in Africa, South Asia, and 
the Indian Ocean Region. 

�	Initiatives like the India-Africa Forum Summit 
reflect its commitment to South-South 
cooperation and reinforce its image as a 
responsible global player.

India’s Soft Power Role in Enhancing Global Standing:
z	Big Brother Role: India’s leadership in South Asia is 

crucial to its foreign policy. India’s “Big Brother” role, 

enshrined in doctrines like the Gujral Doctrine, stresses 
non-reciprocity and aid to smaller neighbors. 

�	This strengthens India’s image as a peacekeeper 
and stabilizer in the region.

z	Resolving Regional Disputes: India’s proactive role in 
resolving regional conflicts, like in Sri Lanka and Nepal, 
further solidifies its influence, promoting regional 
integration and stability.

z	Strategic Influence: India’s increasing engagement 
with global powers, like the USA, Russia, and China, 
demonstrates its growing diplomatic and strategic 
weight. India has also pushed for a permanent seat in 
the UN Security Council, aligning its ambitions with 
global governance reforms.

z	Public Diplomacy: India’s emphasis on people-to-
people exchanges, academic collaborations, and 
cultural events, like the Indian Film Festivals and 
educational scholarships, has amplified its influence.

Challenges and Suggested Measures  
to Enhance India’s Soft Power

Challenges Measures to Overcome

Internal Socio-
Economic 

Issues

Address poverty, inequality, and 
social tensions through inclusive 
development policies to enhance soft 
power diplomacy.

Inadequate 
Funding 

Increase private sector investment in 
cultural diplomacy through SPVs.

Challenges 
in Extending 

Beyond South 
Asia

Promoting bilateral relations through 
regional cooperation, educational 
initiatives, and business collaborations 
in Africa, Latin America and European 
countries.

Conclusion:

Overcoming internal challenges and expanding its 
influence beyond South Asia will be vital for India’s continued 
success in shaping the global order. As a rising power, India’s 
strategic use of soft power will remain an essential part of its 
foreign policy in the coming decades.
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16. India is navigating an increasingly complex and dynamic 
geopolitical environment. Discuss how India seeks to 
balance its multilateral engagements with the pursuit of 
strategic autonomy in foreign policy. (150 words)

Approach:
z	Introduce India’s position in global geopolitics and 

the importance of balancing multilateralism with 
strategic autonomy.

z	Discuss key multilateral forums where India is 
involved also highlight India’s concept of strategic 
autonomy, and how India maintains a balance 
between multilateral cooperation and strategic 
independence.

z	Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

Indian foreign policy is to serve Indian people. We 
will do whatever it takes to discharge that responsibility - S 
Jaishankar.” India’s foreign policy strikes a balance between 
multilateral engagements and strategic autonomy. As a rising 
power in a multipolar world, India engages in global forums 
while protecting its independence to shape policies based 
on national interests.

Body:

India’s Multilateral Engagements in a Shifting Geopolitical 
Landscape:

z	BRICS and G20: India actively participates in global 
forums such as BRICS and G20. These platforms allow 
India to strengthen its ties with emerging economies 
and help India voice its concerns on global issues 
affecting developing countries.
�	India has used the G20 Presidency in 2023 to 

elevate the status of the African Union, 
showcasing its leadership in bridging divides 
between developed and developing nations.

z	Quad: India’s involvement in the Quad, a strategic 
forum with the United States, Japan, and Australia, 
reflects its commitment to enhancing regional security 
and promoting a free and open Indo-Pacific, and 
countering China’s influence in the region.

z	Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO): India’s 
participation in the SCO underlines its role as a key 
player in regional security and economic cooperation. 
�	The SCO provides India with an opportunity to 

engage with both China and Russia, ensuring its 
interests in Central Asia while also managing 
complex regional dynamics.

z	UN and Global Institutions: India is an active member 
of global institutions like the United Nations, where it 
has consistently advocated for reforms to the UN 
Security Council to reflect the evolving geopolitical 
realities. 
�	India’s active role in climate negotiations and 

initiatives like the International Solar Alliance 
shows its commitment to addressing global 
challenges.

z	Climate Change and Trade: India is also actively 
involved in climate negotiations and WTO discussions, 
aiming to ensure that global economic frameworks 
address the needs of developing nations, particularly 
in the context of climate justice and trade imbalances.

Strategic Autonomy in a Shifting Geopolitical Landscape:

z	Independence in Foreign Relations: India’s tradition of 
strategic autonomy, rooted in its Cold War-era Non-
Alignment policy, continues today through its 
independent engagement with major powers like the 
United States (through economic and strategic 
cooperation), Russia (through defense and energy 
ties), and China (despite border tensions).
�	While deepening ties with the West, India 

continues its historical relationship with Russia.
z	Independent Defense Policy: India’s defense 

procurement strategy reflects its strategic autonomy. 
India has diversified its sources of defense equipment, 
acquiring Rafale jets from France, MQ-9B drones from 
the US, and continuing its defense cooperation with 
Russia. 
�	This diversification allows India to avoid over-

dependence on any single power while enhancing 
its defense capabilities.
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z	Economic and Trade Relations: India’s decision to 
withdraw from the Regional Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership (RCEP) in 2019 exemplified its strategic 
autonomy in economic matters, prioritizing domestic 
economic interests over joining a multilateral trade 
bloc dominated by China. 
�	This decision was made to protect local industries 

and ensure that India’s economic policies 
remained flexible.

Balancing Multilateralism and Autonomy  
in a Shifting Geopolitical Landscape:

z	Delicate Balance: India has managed to maintain a 
delicate balance in its relationship with Russia and the 
West during the Russia-Ukraine conflict. While 
continuing to engage with Russia, India has also 
expressed concern over the war’s impact and called 
for a peaceful resolution.
�	Similarly, India has balanced ties with Israel and 

Palestine by condemning the 2023 Hamas attack 
while urging a peaceful, two-state resolution.

z	Middle East Diplomacy: India’s involvement in the 
I2U2 (India, Israel, UAE, USA) group demonstrates its 
approach to balancing strategic interests in the Middle 
East.
�	India maintains strong ties with Israel, while also 

preserving its long-standing relationship with 
Iran (through initiatives like the Chabahar Port).

Conclusion:

India’s foreign policy approach effectively balances 
its multilateral engagements with the pursuit of strategic 
autonomy. As a rising global power, India should continue 
to refine this balance to safeguard its national interests and 
maintain its sovereignty in an increasingly interconnected 
world.

17. In what ways does India’s engagement with the G7 
contribute to its global diplomatic aspirations and 
strategic autonomy? Discuss the challenges India faces 
in aligning with G7 priorities while maintaining its 
leadership role in the Global South. (250 words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce the answer by briefing about India’s 

engagement with G7 and Global South
z	Delve deeper into India’s Engagement with the G7: 

Contributing to Diplomatic Aspirations
z	Highlight Challenges in Aligning with G7 Priorities 

and suggest measures
z	Conclude with a relevant quote.

Introduction: 
While India is not a member of the G7, its consistent 

presence in the summit’s Outreach sessions like in G7 Summit 
2025 in Canada underscores its strategic importance. 
z	At the same time, India’s Voice of Global South Summit 

further exemplifies its commitment to representing 
the interests of developing nations. 

z	This engagement is a delicate balance between 
advancing India’s global diplomatic aspirations and 
safeguarding its strategic autonomy.

Body: 
India’s Engagement with the G7:  
Contributing to Diplomatic Aspirations
z	Global Diplomatic Visibility: India’s participation in the 

G7 provides a space to present itself as a crucial voice 
of the Global South while engaging directly with world 
leaders.
�	Through this engagement, India showcases its rise 

as an economic and strategic power. 
�	During the recent summit, Indian Prime Minister 

Modi emphasized the need to address the Global 
South’s concerns, such as energy security and the 
economic consequences of unilateral sanctions.

z	Strategic Partnerships: As a rising global power, India’s 
relationship with the G7 helps cement its role in global 
governance. 
�	India’s voice on global security, climate change, 

and economic justice holds weight in multilateral 
dialogues. 
�	This is reflected in India’s collaboration with 

the G7 countries on matters like critical 
minerals, energy transition, and 
cybersecurity.
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z	Shaping Global Trade and Economic Policy: India’s 
economic growth outpaces many of the G7 nations, 
making it a key player in the global economic 
ecosystem.
�	As the world’s fourth-largest economy and the 

fastest-growing major economy, India’s 
engagement at the G7 summit serves as a platform 
to push for fairer global trade practices, demand 
reform of international institutions like the WTO, 
and advocate for policies that benefit the Global 
South.

z	Countering China’s Influence: India’s participation in 
the G7 also strengthens its counter-China strategy. 
�	As tensions rise due to China’s assertiveness in 

the Indo-Pacific region and its Belt and Road 
Initiative (BRI), India is positioning itself as a 
credible alternative to China’s debt-trap 
diplomacy, especially in the Global South. 

�	Engaging with G7 countries provides India with an 
opportunity to counterbalance China’s influence 
in critical regions and sectors.

Challenges in Aligning with G7 Priorities: 
While India’s involvement in the G7 brings significant 

benefits, it also presents challenges, particularly in balancing 
Global South leadership with the West’s priorities.
z	Climate Change and Developmental Needs: While the 

G7 pushes for rapid decarbonization, India must 
reconcile its developmental needs with global climate 
commitments. 
�	With a large portion of its population and of the 

global south still dependent on fossil fuels for 
livelihood, India faces the challenge of balancing 
climate action with economic development.

z	Maintaining Strategic Autonomy: India’s strategic 
autonomy is one of its core foreign policy pillars. 
�	India’s independent foreign policy and its 

nuanced position on the Russia-Ukraine conflict 
occasionally put it at odds with G7 priorities, 
where the West strongly condemns Russia’s 
actions.

z	Domestic Constraints and Global Expectations: India 
must also navigate its domestic challenges, such as 
economic inequality, infrastructure gaps, and poverty 
alleviation, while participating in global dialogues. 
�	India’s push for greater representation of the 

Global South in global governance must be 
backed by consistent domestic reforms that align 
with international commitments, especially in 
the areas of governance, climate change, and 
trade.

z	Bilateral Tensions: India’s participation in the G7 also 
occurs in the context of strained bilateral relationships 
with certain G7 countries, notably Canada, due to 
issues like the Khalistani separatism movement. 
�	Although India continues to engage with the G7, 

such tensions complicate its diplomatic 
positioning.

To balance India’s strategic autonomy with its  
growing engagement in the G7, the following  
diplomatic measures can be considered:
z	Enhanced Multilateral Diplomacy: Apart from G7, 

India should actively engage in multilateral platforms 
like the United Nations, BRICS, and the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization (SCO) to strengthen its 
diplomatic leverage, ensuring that its voice is heard on 
critical global issues such as climate change, trade, and 
security, while also reinforcing its leadership in the 
Global South.

z	Strategic Bilateral Engagements: India must focus on 
deepening bilateral ties with G7 nations individually, 
while addressing key differences through constructive 
dialogues and diplomatic channels. 
�	This can help mitigate tensions, such as those 

with Canada, while preserving India’s autonomy 
in foreign policy decisions.

z	Climate Diplomacy and Sustainable Development: 
India should advocate for a more inclusive and 
equitable approach to climate action within the G7, 
emphasizing the importance of aligning global 
decarbonization goals with the developmental needs 
of the Global South. 
�	This can be achieved by promoting the concept of 

“climate justice” in global discussions.
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z	Flexible Foreign Policy Framework: India must 
maintain a nuanced foreign policy that allows it to 
engage with both the West and non-Western nations, 
balancing its interests in areas like trade, security, and 
regional stability. 
�	India can capitalize on its pivotal role in global supply 

chains and its position as the world’s most populous 
democracy, as noted by Canadian PM Carney

z	Strengthening South-South Cooperation: India should 
continue to champion the interests of developing 
nations by fostering stronger South-South cooperation 
and partnerships. 
�	By reinforcing these ties, India can build a 

collective voice that aligns with the aspirations 
of the Global South, thus ensuring that its G7 
engagement does not undermine its leadership 
role in these regions.

Conclusion:
As External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar aptly put it: 

“The India Way, especially now, would be more of a shaper 
or decider rather than just be an abstainer.” This statement 
encapsulates India’s approach to its engagement with the 
G7 — pragmatic, principled, and poised to shape the future 
of global diplomacy. By participating in G7 outreach sessions, 
India enhances its diplomatic standing and promotes the voice 
of the Global South.

Social Justice
18. With reference to Supreme Court judgments, discuss the 

role of the judiciary in promoting social justice in India, 
and how its interpretations have shaped policies for 
marginalized sections of society. (250 words)

Approach:
z	Define social justice and briefly explain the judiciary’s 

role in it.
z	Discuss key Supreme Court judgments that have 

significantly advanced social justice in India. Include 
how interpretations of constitutional provisions 
have contributed to policies for marginalized groups.

z	Highlight Challenges and Measures to Strengthen 
the Judiciary in Ensuring Social Justice.

z	Conclude suitably.

Introduction
The judiciary, especially the Supreme Court, has been 

pivotal in advancing social justice for marginalized communities 
through landmark rulings on reservations, women’s rights, 
and socio-economic protections. Through judicial review, 
PILs, and progressive interpretations of the Constitution, 
it has ensured greater equality and accountability, notably 
during challenges like the COVID pandemic, reinforcing its 
role in promoting an inclusive society.
Body
Judiciary’s Role in Promoting Social Justice
z	Guardian of the Constitution: The SC ensures that laws 

and executive actions conform to the Constitution, 
through judicial review process it has struck down 
unconstitutional amendments and laws.
�	For example in Kesavananda Bharati v. State of 

Kerala (1973) established the Basic Structure 
Doctrine, safeguarding democratic and social 
justice features of the Constitution.

z	Enforcement of Fundamental Rights: Articles 32 and 
226 empower citizens to directly approach the Supreme 
Court and High Courts to enforce fundamental rights.
�	For example in Maneka Gandhi v. Union of India 

(1978), the Court broadened the interpretation of 
Article 21, ensuring that personal liberty can only 
be curtailed through just, fair, and reasonable 
procedures. 
�	This laid the foundation for expanding the 

right to live with dignity, influencing later 
rulings on education, environment, health, 
and privacy.

z	Social Justice for Gender and Sexual Minorities: The 
judiciary has played a critical role in addressing the 
issues faced by LGBTQIA+ communities and 
transgender persons, directly challenging societal 
discrimination.
�	In NALSA v. Union of India (2014), SC recognized 

transgender persons as a third gender, affirming 
their rights to equality, dignity, and social justice 
under the Constitution.
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�	 In Navtej Singh Johar v. Union of India (2018), 
the decriminalization of homosexuality under 
Section 377 was a monumental step toward social 
justice for the LGBTQIA+ community. 
�	By reading down Section 377, the Court 

ensured that consensual same-sex relations 
are no longer criminalized, granting the 
LGBTQIA+ community equal rights and 
protection under the law.

z	Promoting Affirmative Action (Articles 15 and 16): The 
judiciary has played a key role in upholding and refining 
reservation policies.
�	For example in Indra Sawhney v. Union of India 

(1992), the Court upheld OBC reservations but 
capped them at 50% and excluded the creamy 
layer, thus balancing social justice with equality.

�	M. Nagaraj v. Union of India (2006) reaffirmed 
reservations in promotions for SC/STs but required 
quantifiable data on backwardness, reinforcing 
the principle of substantive equality.

�	In recent the State of Punjab & Others v. Davinder 
Singh & Others case, the court ruled that sub-
classification within the Scheduled Castes (SCs) 
is permissible, allowing for separate quotas to be 
allocated to the more backward groups within the 
SC category.

z	Judicial Activism & PILs: PILs have been instrumental 
in making justice accessible to the poor and 
marginalised section of society.
�	For example in Vishaka v. State of Rajasthan 

(1997) the Court issued guidelines to prevent 
sexual harassment at the workplace, filling a 
legislative vacuum and protecting women’s 
rights .

�	In Bandhua Mukti Morcha v. Union of India 
(1984), the Court upheld the rights of bonded 
laborers, expanding the meaning of Article 21.

Impact on Marginalized Communities:
z	Equality and Dignity: The judiciary has consistently 

expanded the concept of equality, ensuring that 
marginalized communities are treated with dignity and 
their fundamental rights are protected.

�	Through Article 14 and Article 15, the Court has 
upheld affirmative action policies benefiting 
communities like SCs, STs, and OBCs.

z	Protection of Rights: Article 21 has been interpreted 
expansively to include rights to healthcare, education, 
and a dignified life, benefiting marginalized groups by 
ensuring access to basic needs.
�	Right to Education Act (RTE) are significant 

outcomes of this interpretation.
z	Empowerment Through Education and Employment: 

The judiciary has ensured that affirmative action 
policies are implemented effectively, giving 
marginalized communities access to better education 
and employment opportunities.

Challenges Faced by the Judiciary in Ensuring Social Justice:
z	Case Backlog and Delayed Justice: India’s judiciary is 

burdened with a significant backlog of cases, with over 
3.5 crore pending cases across various courts. The 
delay in case resolution disproportionately affects 
marginalized communities, particularly those seeking 
justice in cases of caste-based discrimination, gender 
violence, land disputes, and labor rights. 

z	Resource Constraints: The Indian judiciary faces severe 
resource limitations, including insufficient judges, 
overcrowded courtrooms, and outdated 
infrastructure. The shortage of judicial personnel leads 
to longer waiting times for cases, particularly in areas 
affecting tribal and rural communities.

z	Judicial Independence vs. Accountability: The 
Collegium system for judicial appointments has faced 
criticism for its lack of transparency, potentially 
limiting diversity and representation of marginalized 
communities within the judiciary.
�	Furthermore, the absence of robust accountability 

mechanisms regarding judicial conduct has 
contributed to concerns over the integrity and 
efficiency of the judicial system.

Measures to Strengthen the Judiciary  
in Ensuring Social Justice
z	Expediting Justice Delivery: Expanding the use of 

e-courts, virtual hearings, and fast-track courts can 
significantly reduce case backlogs, these technological 
innovations would also make courts more accessible to 
rural and remote communities.
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z	Increasing Judicial Infrastructure: To address the 
shortage of judges and inadequate infrastructure, 
there must be a systematic increase in judicial 
recruitment and investment in court infrastructure, 
particularly in under-served regions. 
�	Targeted resources for tribal, Dalit, and women-

focused courts could ensure that marginalized 
communities receive focused attention and 
efficient justice.

z	Ensuring Inclusivity and Transparency: Revisiting the 
Collegium system and ensuring that gender, caste, and 
regional diversity are adequately represented in the 
judicial appointments. Clearer criteria and processes 

for accountability will also enhance public trust and 
confidence in the judicial system.

z	Strengthening Legal Aid Services: Expanding legal aid 
services and ensuring they are accessible to 
marginalized groups is critical. Government-backed pro 
bono legal services and increased awareness 
campaigns about legal rights.

Conclusion:
The SC has consistently expanded the scope of social 

justice by ensuring that policies and laws are inclusive, 
equitable, and tailored to the needs of marginalized sections. 
Its role remains vital in safeguarding the rights of these 
communities, ensuring that India continues on the path of 
justice and equality for all.

���
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Economy
19. India’s economic growth has been uneven in generating employment and ensuring equitable income distribution. Discuss 

the structural issues contributing to this disparity and propose corrective measures. (250 words)

Approach:
z	Introduce India’s economic growth and the challenge of ensuring equitable development across all sections of society.
z	Explain structural issues such as poverty, unemployment, regional disparities, and income inequality, and suggest 

corrective measures.
z	Conclude suitably

Introduction:
Despite India’s rise as the world’s 4th economy, its economic growth is struggling to translate into broad-based 

employment generation and equitable income distribution. This disparity raises critical concerns about the structural 
inefficiencies within the Indian economy. Factors such as wealth concentration, informal labour markets, and social exclusion 
continue to limit the reach of growth, making it uneven and exclusionary.
Body:
Structural Issues Contributing to Disparity:
z	Informal Sector Dominance: Over 90% of India’s workforce is employed in the informal sector, which lacks job security, 

social benefits, and fair wages. This sector is not adequately regulated, limiting its potential for wage growth and social 
mobility.

GENERAL STUDIES PAPER-3
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z	Agricultural Dependence: Around half of India’s 
population (46% as per economic survey 2024-25) still 
depends on agriculture, which has witnessed slow 
growth and low productivity. This leads to 
underemployment and low income, particularly in 
rural areas.
�	The agricultural sector has been neglected in 

terms of modernization and investment, resulting 
in low wages for farm workers.

z	Lack of Social Safety Nets: With high out-of-pocket 
healthcare expenditures, approximately 63 million 
Indians are pushed into poverty annually. As per the 
FAO (2023), around 74% of the population cannot 
afford a healthy diet, reflecting the inadequacy of 
existing welfare measures.

z	Gender Pay Gap: 81.8% of women work in the informal 
sector, earning significantly less than men. Gender-
based income disparities are evident, with men earning 
82% of total labor income, while women earn only 
18% (World Inequality Report).

z	Wealth Concentration: The Gini coefficient, a measure 
of income inequality, has been rising, pointing to 
increasing inequality in the distribution of economic 
benefits. 
�	The top 1% of the population controls 53% of the 

country’s wealth, while the bottom 50% hold only 
4.1%, perpetuating income inequality.

�	According to the World Inequality Report, the 
income share of the bottom half of the population 
has declined to just 13%, reflecting a deepening 
economic divide.

z	Lack of Skill Development: Despite a young population, 
the skills mismatch between what the economy needs 
and what the educational system provides is vast. 
�	Skill development has not kept pace with the 

demands of the evolving job market, particularly 
in the manufacturing and services sectors.

Corrective Measures for Inclusive Growth:
z	Enhancing Agricultural Productivity: Investment in 

modern farming techniques, and technology can 

improve agricultural productivity and wages for 
farmers. 
�	Diversifying crops, providing market access, and 

strengthening farmer cooperatives will help 
reduce uneven growth.

z	Strengthen Labor Reforms: Ensuring the enforcement 
of minimum wage laws and providing comprehensive 
social security for informal sector workers are essential 
to improving their livelihoods. 
�	Strengthening SMEs can create substantial 

employment opportunities, especially for rural 
and semi-skilled workers.

z	Progressive Tax Reforms: Introducing wealth and 
inheritance taxes can help fund critical sectors such as 
healthcare, education, and nutrition. For instance, a 
modest 1–2% wealth tax on billionaires could generate 
substantial revenue to support public welfare schemes 
and reduce the economic gap.

z	Expand Social Infrastructure: Universal access to 
quality public healthcare and education is crucial for 
building human capital and reducing long-term 
inequality.
�	Increased investment in schemes like MGNREGA 

can support employment and Universal social 
security schemes like PMGDISHA for financial 
inclusion can help reduce income disparities.

z	Empower Women: Enhancing access to education, 
credit, and employment opportunities for women and 
socially disadvantaged groups is vital for inclusive 
development.

z	Inclusive Governance: Empowering local self-
governments like PRIs and ULBs ensures decentralized, 
need-based planning and more accountable 
governance. 
�	To reduce regional imbalances, the government 

must invest in infrastructure, enhance 
connectivity, and incentivize industrial investment 
in backward areas through initiatives like SEZs and 
industrial corridors, thereby boosting 
employment and development.
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Conclusion:
India’s economic growth has the potential to be both 

sustained and inclusive, but addressing the structural 
challenges is key to ensuring equitable growth. Through 
focused policy interventions, India can overcome these 
challenges and pave the way for an economy that benefits 
all sections of society.

20. Assess the role of green investments in India’s transition 
to a sustainable economy. How can India integrate 
environmental sustainability with economic growth in 
the context of its ‘Net-Zero’ emissions target by 2070? 
(250 words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce by mentioning the current state of green 

investment in India and key developments driving 
Sustainability. 

z	Delve into the Role of Green Investments in India’s 
Transition to a Sustainable Economy.

z	Give in brief that despite the rise in green 
investments, tussle between growth and 
sustainability still exists.

z	Suggest measures to integrate environmental 
sustainability with economic growth.

z	Conclude suitably. 

Introduction: 
The rise in green bonds in India, such as the $21 

billion raised in 2023, demonstrates the increasing financial 
commitment through green investments towards a 
sustainable economy. 
z	Also, successful projects like the Rewa Solar Park are 

thrusting India’s progress to achieve ‘Net-Zero’ 
emissions target by 2070, making sustainability central 
to economic development.

Body:
Role of Green Investments in India’s  
Transition to a Sustainable Economy:
z	Boosting Clean Energy Transition: Clean energy 

receives the largest share of green finance, with 47% of 
the total in 2021-22. 

�	These investments have not only expanded 
renewable energy capacity, reduced reliance on 
fossil fuels and aim to achieve a low-carbon 
economy but have also lowered electricity costs. 

z	Sustainable Infrastructure and Green Urbanization: 
India’s rapid urbanization calls for sustainable 
infrastructure, and green finance is driving the 
transition. 
�	Over $86 billion has been earmarked for Smart 

Cities Mission, with significant funds flowing into 
low-carbon urban infrastructure projects.
�	For example, the city of Indore, under the 

Smart Cities Mission, has used green finance 
to fund solid waste management projects 
that generate carbon credits. 

z	Climate Adaptation and Resilience through Green 
Investments: Green finance is also pivotal for enhancing 
climate resilience in sectors like water management 
and disaster preparedness.
�	The National Adaptation Fund for Climate 

Change (NAFCC) has been instrumental in funding 
projects that improve climate resilience.

z	Carbon Markets and Green Bonds: Green bonds, 
carbon credits, and other market-based financial 
instruments are helping channel investments into 
carbon reduction projects. 
�	As part of its commitment to the Paris Agreement, 

India is working on developing a domestic carbon 
market to promote cost-effective emissions 
reductions. 

�	For instance, between 2010 and 2022, India 
issued 278 million carbon credits, accounting for 
17% of the global supply. 

z	Sustainable Agriculture and Biodiversity Conservation: 
Green finance is facilitating the transition to climate-
smart agricultural practices and the conservation of 
biodiversity.
�	Also, the Green Credit Programme, launched in 

October 2023, rewards voluntary environmental 
actions like planting on degraded lands by 
generating green credits.
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Though the Green Credit Programme is enhancing India’s 
transition to a sustainable economy, significant challenges 
persist, particularly in balancing development and 
conservation efforts, that includes: 
z	Deforestation and Habitat Loss: Rapid urbanization 

and infrastructure development are depleting forests, 
disrupting ecosystems and vital ecological services.
�	Between 2015 and 2020, India lost 668 kha of 

forest annually (FAO).
z	Air Pollution from Industrialization: Industrial growth 

has led to severe air pollution, endangering public 
health.
�	In 2023, India had 39 of the world’s 50 most 

polluted cities, including Delhi and Kanpur.
z	Water Stress and Over-Extraction: Overuse of 

groundwater for agriculture and industry is depleting 
water resources.
�	70-80% of Indian farmers rely on groundwater 

for irrigation, leading to the depletion of aquifers 
in Punjab and Haryana.

z	Land Degradation and Soil Erosion: Unsustainable 
agricultural and land use practices are causing soil 
erosion, desertification, and reduced agricultural 
productivity.
�	Nearly 30% of India’s land is degraded, with 100 

million hectares affected by land degradation.
z	Climate Change and Extreme Weather Events: 

Development has increased greenhouse gas emissions, 
contributing to climate change and extreme weather 
events.
�	India’s emissions rose by 6.1% in 2023, 

contributing 8% of global emissions. The country 
experienced extreme weather on 85 of 92 days in 
2023, including floods and heatwaves.

Therefore, it is essential to more effectively  
integrate environmental sustainability with  
economic development through: 
z	Sustainable Urbanization and Climate-Resilient 

Infrastructure: Urban planning must incorporate green 
infrastructure, energy-efficient buildings, and zero-
waste policies.

�	Focus on mixed land use, vertical green spaces, 
and resilient infrastructure.

�	Integrate initiatives like Smart Cities Mission with 
climate-resilient systems and renewable-powered 
public transport.

z	Forest Conservation and Community-Driven 
Afforestation: Strict enforcement of compensatory 
afforestation laws and enhanced monitoring of 
ecological offsets are necessary.
�	Promote community-based afforestation and 

agroforestry for biodiversity and livelihood 
enhancement.

z	Enhanced Environmental Governance and Green 
Financing: Strengthen Environmental Impact 
Assessments with public consultation at each stage.
�	Expand green financing, capitalizing on India’s 

position as a top issuer of green bonds for 
renewable projects.

z	Integrated Water Resource Management: Adopt 
rainwater harvesting, wastewater recycling, and 
aquifer recharge for equitable water distribution.
�	Encourage water-saving irrigation techniques like 

drip and sprinkler systems.
�	Implement ecologically sensitive watershed 

development to balance agricultural and 
industrial water needs.

z	Circular Economy and Sustainable Consumption: Build 
a circular economy framework to minimize waste and 
resource extraction.
�	Integrate Extended Producer Responsibility 

(EPR), decentralized waste management, and 
large-scale composting for systemic change.

z	Behavioral Change and Grassroots Sustainability: 
Promote public awareness on energy conservation, 
waste segregation, and sustainable consumption.
�	Implement eco-literacy programs in schools and 

local governance bodies to foster sustainability 
culture.

�	Empower communities through Self-Help Groups 
(SHGs) for decentralized waste management and 
renewable energy adoption.
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Conclusion:
In alignment with India’s Panchamrit Goals, the 

government is establishing a National Green Financing 
Institution to streamline green investments and reduce 
financing costs. This initiative will not only support SDGs 7 
(Affordable and Clean Energy), 13 (Climate Action), and 9 
(Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure) but also accelerate 
India’s transition to a low-carbon economy, ensuring 
sustainable growth that balances 3Ps: People, Profit and 
the Planet.

21. Critically assess the potential impact of the National 
Manufacturing Mission on India’s manufacturing sector. 
How can this initiative enhance the sector’s global 
competitiveness? (250 words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce the answer by briefing about National 

Manufacturing Mission
z	Give Potential Impact of the National Manufacturing 

Mission
z	Highlight key challenges associated with it
z	Suggest how India’s Global Competitiveness be 

enhanced with National Manufacturing Mission
z	Conclude with linking to relevant SDGs. 

Introduction: 
The National Manufacturing Mission (NMM), 

announced in the Union Budget 2025-26, aims to transform 
India’s manufacturing sector by improving business ease, 
developing a skilled workforce, supporting MSMEs, and 
encouraging clean tech manufacturing. 
Body: 
Potential Impact of the National Manufacturing Mission:
z	Enhanced Global Competitiveness through Policy 

Support: The mission’s focus on easing business 
regulations and offering policy assistance can attract 
investments to India’s manufacturing sector. 
�	For example, the Production-Linked Incentive 

(PLI) scheme has already attracted significant 
investment in sectors like electronics, with 
companies like Foxconn and Wistron increasing 
their production capacities in India. 

z	Building a Skilled Workforce for Industry 4.0: The 
mission’s emphasis on developing a future-ready 
workforce will provide the foundation for high-tech 
manufacturing. India’s tech sector, especially in 
electronics, has seen growth due to similar upskilling 
initiatives. 
�	For instance, India’s semiconductor ecosystem is 

seeing a significant boost through initiatives like 
the Semicon India Programme which has 
earmarked ₹76,000 crore ($9 billion) to build chip 
manufacturing facilities.

z	Support for MSMEs and Innovation: The mission’s 
special focus on MSMEs will help elevate their 
contribution to manufacturing. 
�	The increase in MSME credit guarantees from Rs 

5 crore to Rs 10 crore will help these enterprises 
access the capital they need to scale operations 
and meet international standards.

�	Additionally, India’s PLI scheme for textiles has 
already spurred growth in the sector, showing the 
positive impact of targeted policy measures.

However, while it holds great potential, several challenges 
need addressing for it to effectively elevate India’s 
manufacturing prowess on the global stage, like: 
z	Logistics and Infrastructure Bottlenecks: Despite 

progress, India’s logistics costs are significantly higher 
than global standards. 
�	According to the Economic Survey 2022-23, 

logistics costs in India stand at 14-18% of GDP, 
compared to around 8% in developed countries 
like the US and Germany. 

�	Delays at ports, as seen in Mumbai Port, impact 
timely deliveries, hindering India’s ability to meet 
global demand competitively.

z	Skill Gaps and Labor Challenges: India’s manufacturing 
sector faces a significant skills mismatch. 
�	According to the National Skill Development 

Corporation (NSDC), there is a shortfall of 29 
million skilled workers in manufacturing sectors 
like AI-driven production and semiconductor 
fabrication. 
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�	Programs like PMKVY (Pradhan Mantri Kaushal 
Vikas Yojana) aim to address this, but the gap 
remains vast. 

z	Dependence on Imports and Geopolitical Risks: India’s 
heavy dependence on imports, especially from China, 
undermines its supply chain resilience. 
�	For instance, India imports 70% of its Active 

Pharmaceutical Ingredients (API) from China. 
�	Disruptions in global supply chains, like those 

seen during the US-China trade war, have 
highlighted India’s vulnerability. 

Enhancing Global Competitiveness with  
National Manufacturing Mission:

z	Focus on High-Tech Manufacturing: The NMM can 
enhance India’s global position by driving growth in 
high-tech industries like semiconductors, EVs, and 
renewable energy technologies. 
�	In the EV sector, India is already benefiting from 

initiatives like the FAME II scheme, which has led 
to significant investments from companies like 
Tesla and BYD.

z	Integration into Global Supply Chains: By strengthening 
domestic production, especially in sectors like solar 
manufacturing and green hydrogen, India can reduce 
its reliance on imports and increase its export 
competitiveness. 
�	For example, the PLI scheme for solar 

manufacturing has already attracted investments 
from Indian Solar Manufacturers Association 
(ISMA), driving local production and reducing 
dependency on Chinese solar panels.

z	Incentivizing Innovation through R&D: The NMM’s 
focus on innovation and R&D can drive India’s 
competitiveness. 
�	A study by the World Intellectual Property 

Organization (WIPO) in 2023 showed that India’s 
patent filings in clean tech and electric vehicles 
have increased significantly, signaling growth in 
R&D.

Conclusion: 

Aligning this initiative with SDG 9: Industry, Innovation, 
and Infrastructure can pave the way for sustainable growth. 
As the Indian Prime Minister aptly put it, “Make in India, Make 
for the World”, this mission is a step towards positioning India 
as a global leader in manufacturing, driving both economic 
growth and global competitiveness.

Biodiversity & Conservation
22. Discuss the impact of deforestation on biodiversity and 

climate change in India, highlighting the government 
initiatives undertaken to mitigate these effects. (150 
words)

Approach:
z	Define deforestation and its consequences for 

biodiversity and climate change.
z	Examine how deforestation affects India’s 

biodiversity and contributes to climate change and 
highlight the government initiatives aimed at 
mitigating the effects of deforestation.

z	Conclude by suggesting further measures to enhance 
conservation efforts.

Introduction:

Deforestation, the large-scale removal of forests, has 
severe consequences for biodiversity and climate change 
in India. It leads to habitat loss, disrupts ecosystems, and 
contributes to increased carbon emissions.. The Indian 
government has launched several initiatives aimed at curbing 
deforestation and promoting conservation.

Impact on Biodiversity and Climate Change:

z	Loss of Biodiversity: India experienced a sharp rise in 
deforestation, increasing from 384,000 hectares 
(1990–2000) to 668,400 hectares (2015–2020), the 
highest increase globally. This surge has resulted in 
extensive habitat loss, posing a serious threat to the 
country’s rich biodiversity. 
�	Home to 8% of global biodiversity, India is seeing 

a sharp decline in species like the Bengal tiger and 
Indian rhinoceros. 
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�	The Sundarbans mangroves, critical for the 
endangered Sundarbans tiger, are rapidly 
vanishing due to deforestation and rising sea 
levels

z	Soil Erosion and Desertification: Forests play an 
essential role in stabilizing soil and preventing erosion. 
In regions like Rajasthan and Gujarat, where forests 
are being cleared for agriculture and urbanization, soil 
erosion has increased dramatically. 
�	For instance, the Aravalli Range, which once had 

dense forests, is now vulnerable to desertification, 
leading to the degradation of agricultural land.

z	Contribution to Climate Change: Forests are vital 
carbon sinks, absorbing large amounts of CO2 and thus 
mitigating the effects of global warming. 
�	According to the Forest Survey of India (FSI), 

India’s forests absorbed 9.12 billion tonnes of CO2 
in 2019. However, deforestation has been 
releasing vast amounts of stored carbon into the 
atmosphere. 
�	The Western Ghats, a biodiversity hotspot, 

has witnessed significant deforestation, and 
has resulted in emissions of around 222,000 
tonnes of CO₂.

z	Disruption of the Water Cycle: Deforestation in the 
Western Ghats has led to reduction in monsoon rainfall 
and increased flood risks due to diminished water 
retention capacity. 
�	In the Himalayan foothills, forest loss is impacting 

snowmelt, which contributes about 10% to the 
Ganga’s flow. Declining snow persistence in the 
region, now 17% below average, threatens water 
availability, affecting agriculture and hydropower. 

Government Initiatives Related to Forest Conservation
z	Green India Mission: Launched under the National 

Action Plan on Climate Change, this mission aims to 
increase forest cover, restore degraded ecosystems, 
and enhance carbon sinks.

z	National Afforestation Programme (NAP): NAP focuses 
on afforestation and reforestation efforts to restore 
forests in degraded areas and reduce the impact of 
deforestation.

z	Forest Conservation Act (1980): This Act aims to 
regulate deforestation and ensure sustainable forest 
management. It mandates prior approval from the 
central government for diverting forest land for non-
forest purposes.

z	Compensatory Afforestation Fund Management and 
Planning Authority (CAMPA): The CAMPA was set up 
to manage funds raised through compensatory 
afforestation, supporting reforestation efforts and 
forest protection.

z	Joint Forest Management (JFM): This initiative 
encourages local communities to manage and protect 
forests, ensuring sustainable use of forest resources 
while preventing illegal deforestation.

Conclusion:
Deforestation in India has a detrimental impact on 

biodiversity and climate change. While the government has 
made significant strides in addressing deforestation through 
initiatives like the Green India Mission and CAMPA, further 
efforts are needed to improve forest management, enhance 
afforestation, and strengthen community participation in 
conservation.

23. “The Himalayas are not just a geographical feature, but 
a living ecosystem, vital for sustaining the environment, 
biodiversity, and livelihoods.” Discuss. (150 words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce the answer by briefing the significance of 

Himalayan Ecosystem
z	Give arguments to why it is vital for sustaining the 

environment, biodiversity, and livelihoods.
z	Conclude by briefing about the challenges and 

measures to enhance the sustainability of the 
ecosystem. 

Introduction: 
“The Himalayas are not just mountains, they are 

the roots of our water, culture, and climate”. From acting 
as water towers to providing diverse habitats for unique 
species, the Himalayas are far more than just a physical 
barrier—they are the heart of the ecosystem that supports 
life and prosperity.
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Body: 

Vital for Sustaining the Environment:

z	Climate Regulation and Monsoon Support: The 
Himalayas play a significant role in climate regulation 
by blocking cold Central Asian winds, thus preventing 
the entire region from turning into a cold desert. 
�	Additionally, the mountain range intercepts 

moisture-laden monsoon winds, ensuring that 
India receives its monsoon rains, which are crucial 
for agriculture.

�	Any disruption in this system, such as glacial 
melting or deforestation, directly impacts the 
monsoon patterns, resulting in erratic weather 
and droughts.

z	Water Supply and Hydrological Importance: The 
Himalayas are the source of major rivers like the Ganga, 
Brahmaputra, and Indus, which are vital for irrigation, 
drinking water, and hydropower. 
�	These rivers also enrich the soil of the fertile 

plains, ensuring agricultural productivity. 
Vital for Sustaining Biodiversity:

z	Biodiversity Hotspot: The Himalayas are home to 
around 3,160 rare and endemic plant species, including 
medicinal plants with significant value for traditional 
medicine.
�	The range also hosts unique wildlife such as the 

snow leopard, red panda, and Himalayan tahr, 
making it one of the world’s biodiversity hotspots. 

�	The distinct ecosystems—from tropical forests to 
alpine meadows—house a rich diversity of flora 
and fauna, making the region crucial for global 
biodiversity.

z	Ecological Services and Carbon Sequestration: The 
Himalayan forests act as critical carbon sinks, helping 
mitigate climate change by absorbing large amounts of 
carbon dioxide. 
�	The preservation of these IS essential for the 

region’s ecological balance and global 
environmental health.

Vital for Sustaining Livelihoods:

z	Agriculture and Water Dependency: The fertile soil 
and water from Himalayan rivers support agriculture in 
the plains of northern India. 

�	Millions of farmers depend on the water and 
fertile lands fed by the Himalayas for crops such as 
rice, wheat, and sugarcane. 

�	In regions like Uttarakhand, the agricultural 
practices are deeply tied to the seasonal cycles 
influenced by the region’s glacial meltwaters.

z	Eco-Tourism and Local Economies: The Himalayas are 
a major hub for eco-tourism, attracting millions of 
visitors each year to sites like Kedarnath, Badrinath, 
and Shimla.

�	The tourism sector not only supports local 
economies but also provides employment 
opportunities in remote areas.

z	Renewable Energy and Sustainable Practices: The 
Himalayan region holds immense potential for 
renewable energy generation, especially hydropower. 

�	With its abundance of rivers and waterfalls, 
hydropower can provide a sustainable energy 
source for the region. 

�	States like Arunachal Pradesh are already tapping 
into this potential with projects like the 13,000 
MW hydropower agreement in the Lohit Basin, 
providing clean energy and supporting local 
development.

Conclusion: 

The Himalayas are a vital living ecosystem supporting 
the environment, biodiversity, and millions of livelihoods. 
However, challenges like climate-induced disasters, 
unsustainable development, and biodiversity loss threaten 
its resilience. To address these, a balanced and sustainable 
approach is essential. The National Mission on Himalayan 
Studies can play a key role in fostering research and guiding 
sustainable development.
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Science & Technology
24. Artificial Intelligence is emerging as a key tool in 

improving governance and public service delivery in 
India. Discuss the opportunities and challenges 
associated with its adoption in the public sector. (250 
words)

Approach:
z	Define Artificial Intelligence (AI) and its role in 

governance.
z	Discuss the opportunities AI presents in public 

service delivery and also highlight the challenges 
associated with AI adoption in India’s public sector.

z	Conclude suitably.
Introduction:

Artificial Intelligence (AI) is transforming governance 
by automating processes, improving decision-making, and 
enhancing public service delivery. AI technologies, including 
machine learning, data analytics, and natural language 
processing, have the potential to significantly improve the 
efficiency and effectiveness of government functions.

Body
Opportunities in AI for Public Service Delivery:
z	Improving Public Service Delivery: AI’s ability to 

automate administrative processes can reduce 
bureaucratic delays, streamline services, and enhance 
public sector efficiency. 
�	For example, AI-driven virtual assistants and 

chatbots can address citizen queries and 
complaints in real-time, reducing wait times and 
improving accuracy. 
�	The India Urban Data Exchange (IUDX), 

developed under the Smart Cities Mission, is 
an example of how AI can enable seamless 
data sharing among urban stakeholders, 
optimizing city management and governance.

z	Strengthening Urban Governance: Urban governance 
can be strengthened through AI includes smart traffic 
management to ease congestion and improve mobility, 
as well as optimized waste collection and recycling. 

�	For example, Bengaluru’s AI-based Adaptive 
Traffic Control System at 41 junctions has reduced 
reliance on manual traffic control.

z	Optimizing Agricultural Productivity: AI-powered 
solutions can enhance agricultural productivity by 
using precision farming techniques. These solutions 
can predict crop yields, optimize irrigation, detect 
pests, and assess soil health. 
�	AI-driven chatbots like Kisan e-Mitra help farmers 

access information on government schemes such 
as PM Kisan Samman Nidhi and offer personalized 
advice on farming practices. 

�	The National Pest Surveillance System uses AI to 
detect pest infestations early, ensuring timely 
interventions to protect crops and improve food 
security.

z	Revolutionizing Healthcare Management: AI is 
transforming healthcare by enabling early disease 
detection, improving diagnosis accuracy, and 
optimizing healthcare delivery. AI applications in public 
health can monitor disease outbreaks, predict trends, 
and facilitate rapid responses.
�	Moreover, startups like Niramai and ChironX are 

leveraging AI for early detection of breast cancer 
and retinal abnormalities, respectively, improving 
healthcare access and outcomes.

z	Strengthening Law Enforcement: By using predictive 
policing and real-time data analysis, AI can help law 
enforcement agencies anticipate and prevent crimes. 
�	For example, AI-powered facial recognition 

systems, like the ones used by Delhi Police, have 
aided in crime detection, locating missing 
persons, and ensuring public safety. 

�	Similarly, AI-driven surveillance systems can 
identify and neutralize cyber threats, contributing 
to national security.

Challenges in AI Adoption in Public Sector:
z	Inadequate Infrastructure: Despite AI’s potential, 

India’s infrastructure, particularly in rural areas, is not 
yet fully equipped to support AI adoption. 
Approximately 70% of India’s rural population 
experiences poor or no internet connectivity, 
significantly hindering access to digital services and AI 
applications.
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z	Data Privacy and Security Issues: AI systems rely 
heavily on large datasets, often containing sensitive 
personal information. In India, where personal data 
protection laws are still evolving, there is a risk that 
citizens’ data may be misused or inadequately 
protected. 

z	Skill Shortages: The successful deployment of AI 
requires a highly skilled workforce, including AI 
specialists, data scientists, and IT professionals. India 
faces a shortage of such professionals, which hinders 
the implementation of AI projects in the public sector.

z	Public Trust and Resistance to Change: The 
implementation of AI in public services may face 
resistance from both citizens and government 
employees. 
�	Citizens may distrust AI-driven decision-making 

due to fears of surveillance and loss of control, 
while government employees may be concerned 
about job displacement.

z	Algorithmic Bias and Discrimination: AI algorithms are 
only as unbiased as the data they are trained on. In a 
country as diverse as India, biased training data can 
result in discriminatory outcomes, particularly against 
marginalized communities. 
�	For example, AI systems used in recruitment, law 

enforcement, or social welfare might 
inadvertently reinforce caste, gender, or regional 
biases. 

Approaches to Optimize AI Utilization  
in Public Services Delivery
z	Building Infrastructure and Digital Capacity: Enhance 

internet connectivity, set up data centers, and ensure 
affordable computing access. Public-private 
partnerships and initiatives like PM-WANI can bridge 
infrastructure gaps and extend AI to underserved areas 
through widespread public Wi-Fi.

z	Strengthening Data Protection Laws: The passage of 
the Personal Data Protection Act, 2023  and the 
establishment of clear regulations for AI and data 
usage are essential steps in ensuring that citizens’ data 
is handled responsibly.

z	Investing in Education and Skills Development: To 
address the skill gap, India needs to invest in AI and 
data science education at all levels, from school to 
professional training programs. 

�	This will not only equip the current workforce 
with the necessary skills but also prepare future 
generations to work in an AI-driven economy.

z	Establishing Ethical Standards for AI: Ethical 
frameworks should be established to guide AI 
development and ensure that it is used fairly and 
equitably. 
�	AI systems should be transparent, accountable, 

and free from bias. Regular audits and reviews of 
AI systems should be conducted to identify and 
correct any biases or discriminatory outcomes.

z	Public Engagement and Awareness: To build trust and 
overcome resistance, the government should engage 
in public awareness campaigns about the benefits of 
AI.
�	It should also ensure that AI systems are designed 

with input from diverse stakeholders, including 
citizens, to ensure that they meet public 
expectations and needs.

Conclusion:
AI offers immense opportunities to transform public 

service delivery in India, but its adoption in the public 
sector is not without challenges. Addressing issues related 
to infrastructure, data privacy, skills, and bias will be crucial 
for maximizing the potential of AI. With the right policies, AI 
can significantly improve governance, making public services 
more efficient, transparent, and inclusive.

Internal Security
25. The convergence of organized crime and terrorism poses 

a significant threat to India’s internal security. Examine 
the nature of this nexus and its implications for counter-
terrorism efforts.(250 words)

Approach:
z	Introduce the concepts of organized crime and 

terrorism and how their convergence threatens 
national security. 

z	Discuss their nexus and also highlight challenges this 
poses for law enforcement and intelligence agencies, 
and also highlight suggested measures to address 
this nexus.

z	Conclude suitably.
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Introduction:
Organized crime involves structured groups engaging in 

illegal activities for profit, while terrorism uses violence to 
achieve ideological or political goals. Their convergence forms 
a dangerous nexus where terrorists fund operations through 
criminal networks. This hybrid threat complicates detection, 
law enforcement, and intelligence efforts.
Body:
Nature of the Nexus Between Organized Crime and Terrorism:
z	Shared Financial Interests: Organized crime provides 

funding for terrorism through various illegal activities 
such as drug trafficking, money laundering, extortion, 
and human trafficking. 
�	For example, in India’s Northeast, insurgent 

groups like ULFA fund their operations through 
extortion and cross-border smuggling.
�	Globally, terrorist groups like Lashkar-e-Taiba 

(LeT) and Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM) often 
receive funds from hawala transactions and 
narco-trafficking facilitated by criminal 
syndicates.

z	Operational Symbiosis: Criminal syndicates and 
terrorist organizations often collaborate, with crime 
groups providing logistical support such as arms 
smuggling, counterfeit currency, and transport of 
explosives. In return, terrorists offer protection or aid 
in the movement of illicit goods. 
�	For example, D-Company, led by Dawood 

Ibrahim, which allegedly funded terror acts like 
the 1993 Bombay bombings. 
�	This crime-terror synergy is also evident in 

regions like J&K and the Northeast, where 
local criminal networks support cross-border 
terrorism and help expand extremist 
influence.

z	Recruitment and Radicalization: Terrorist groups often 
recruit from marginalized communities, and criminal 
outfits can be a source of recruits for terror outfits. This 
relationship is seen in Kashmir-based terror groups, 
where local criminal elements play a role in radicalizing 
youth.

Implications for Counter-Terrorism Efforts:
z	Complexity in Intelligence Gathering: The covert 

relationships and use of advanced technology 
(cryptocurrency for money laundering) make it 

difficult for authorities to differentiate between 
criminal groups and terrorist networks.

z	Legal and Jurisdictional Challenges: The existing legal 
frameworks often fail to effectively address the 
transnational and hybrid nature of these crimes. 
�	India lacks a dedicated national law to combat 

organized crime, existing laws like the NSA (1980) 
and NDPS Act (1985) focus on individuals rather 
than targeting organized criminal networks.

�	Inter-agency coordination between the NIA, IB, 
and border security forces becomes critical but 
often faces jurisdictional challenges.

z	Compounding of Violence and Instability: In conflict-
prone regions like J&K and the Northeast, organized 
crime and terrorism weaken state institutions through 
corruption and coercion, undermining law enforcement 
and counter-terrorism efforts.
�	For example, this creates pressure on India’s 

internal security forces, especially in regions 
vulnerable to both terrorism and criminal activities, 
like Punjab, J&K, and parts of the north-east.

z	Resource Diversion: The government’s counter-
terrorism resources are often stretched thin due to the 
additional burden of tackling organized crime. This 
diversion of resources impacts the efficiency and 
effectiveness of anti-terrorism operations.

Suggested Measures for Counter-Terrorism Efforts;
z	Intelligence Fusion Centers: Specialized units focused 

on tackling the intersection of organized crime and 
terrorism must be set up to streamline operations and 
share intelligence.

z	Strengthening Legal Frameworks: India should bolster 
its legal infrastructure to address the complexities of 
organized crime-terrorism linkages, including faster 
legal proceedings and better coordination with 
international agencies like Interpol.

z	Financial Investigation Units: Enhance units to track 
illicit financing using forensic accounting and data 
analytics, targeting money laundering and terror 
funding networks.

z	Strategic Border Management: Given India’s 
geographical position near drug-producing regions like 
the Golden Crescent and Golden Triangle, improving 
border security through advanced surveillance 
technologies, regular patrolling is essential to curb the 
flow of illicit goods .
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Conclusion:
A holistic approach that includes strengthening intelligence-sharing, improving inter-agency cooperation, enhancing 

legislative frameworks, and fostering international collaboration is essential for dismantling this dangerous nexus. Only through 
coordinated, multi-pronged strategies can India effectively address these threats and ensure long-term national security.

Disaster Management
26. Discuss the current flood management strategies adopted by Indian cities. How effective are these strategies in mitigating 

urban flooding, and what improvements can be made in flood risk management and disaster preparedness?  (250 words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce by briefing about current flood management practices in cities and data of NDMA on Urban Flooding
z	Delve deeper into Current Flood Management Strategies in Indian Cities
z	Highlight Effectiveness of These Strategies
z	Suggest Improvements for Effective Flood Risk Management
z	Conclude with Guidelines by the Central Water Commission on Urban Flood Management.

Introduction:
Despite projects like storage reservoirs in cities like Mumbai, India remains highly vulnerable to urban flooding. Out of 

the total geographical area of 329 million hectares, more than 40 million hectares are flood-prone (NDMA). This underscores 
the need for targeted, effective flood risk management and sustainable urban planning.
Body:
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Current Flood Management Strategies in Indian Cities:
z	Expansion of Stormwater Drains: Many cities have 

been focusing on the improvement and expansion of 
stormwater drainage systems to prevent waterlogging 
during heavy rains.
�	In cities like Mumbai and Bengaluru, drainage 

capacity is being enhanced to cope with higher 
rainfall volumes.

�	In cities like Delhi and Kolkata, regular desilting 
of existing drainage systems is being carried out 
to increase their capacity.

z	Flood Forecasting and Early Warning Systems: Cities 
are adopting advanced flood forecasting tools and 
sensors to collect real-time rainfall data, river water 
levels, and stormwater conditions. 
�	For example, Chennai has set up sensor networks 

in water bodies that provide live data for better 
flood prediction.

z	River and Lake Rejuvenation Projects: In cities like 
Bangalore and Hyderabad, river rejuvenation projects 
are being undertaken to prevent overflow and 
flooding. 
�	These initiatives aim to manage the water flow 

and reduce urban flooding by rechanneling rivers 
and lakes.

z	Floodplain Zoning and Land Use Planning: In cities like 
Mumbai, Ahmedabad, and Pune, floodplain zoning is 
being implemented extensively to ensure that no new 
constructions are made in flood-prone areas.

z	Coastal Flood Barriers: Coastal cities like Chennai and 
Mumbai are constructing seawalls and tidal gates to 
protect from storm surges and high tides, which can 
worsen flooding during the monsoon season.

Effectiveness of These Strategies: 
Despite several flooding mitigation strategies efforts 

to modernize infrastructure, existing systems often fall 
short in managing the rising intensity of rainfall, leading to 
widespread waterlogging and urban paralysis during heavy 
rains due to: 
z	Inadequate Infrastructure and Overwhelmed 

Systems: Existing infrastructure fails to handle the 
intensity of current rainfall patterns. This results in 
widespread urban flooding, economic losses, and 
disruption of daily life.

�	Example: Delhi’s drainage system, designed in 
the 1970s, has not been updated to accommodate 
the city’s growing population and changing 
rainfall patterns. This led to heavy flooding in 
2023.

z	Loss of Natural Water Bodies: The unchecked 
encroachment on wetlands, lakes, and floodplains in 
urban areas reduces the ability of cities to absorb 
rainfall and mitigate floods. 
�	Example: Bengaluru has lost 79% of its lakes, 

significantly diminishing its flood resilience, as 
these lakes once acted as natural flood buffers.

z	Poor Waste Management: The failure to manage 
municipal solid waste adequately leads to clogged 
drains and reduced water flow capacity. 
�	Example: During the 2020 Mumbai floods, waste 

accumulation in the drainage system contributed 
to severe waterlogging.

z	Lack of Holistic and Preventive Measures: The current 
strategies often focus on post-flood relief rather than 
preemptive measures. 
�	There is a tendency to address flooding only when 

it happens, with little long-term planning or 
structural resilience built into urban design.

�	Example: After the catastrophic floods in Chennai 
(2015), recovery efforts were focused mainly on 
short-term relief rather than rebuilding flood-
resilient infrastructure.

Improvements for Effective Flood Risk Management:
z	Implementing the “Sponge City” Concept: The Sponge 

City approach focuses on creating permeable surfaces, 
restoring urban wetlands, and building green spaces 
that can absorb and store rainwater. This concept can 
significantly reduce the risks of surface runoff and 
waterlogging.
�	Cities like Beijing and Shanghai have adopted this 

model with considerable success. Indian cities, 
particularly Mumbai, could benefit from 
integrating these practices into their urban 
planning.
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z	Adopting Smart Stormwater Management Systems: 
Leveraging IoT-based sensors and real-time data 
analysis can help cities better predict and manage 
flood risks. 
�	Singapore’s Smart Water Assessment Network 

(SWAN) provides real-time data to improve flood 
management. 
�	Indian cities like Delhi could integrate similar 

technologies to improve their response times 
and flood resilience.

z	Restoring Urban Wetlands and Lakes: Urban wetlands 
and lakes should be protected and restored to enhance 
flood resilience. 
�	Example: Kolkata’s East Kolkata Wetlands play a 

crucial role in flood mitigation and wastewater 
treatment. Other cities can follow this model to 
restore urban wetlands and lakes to their former 
capacity.

z	Green Infrastructure and Vertical Gardens: Cities 
should integrate green infrastructure into urban 
development. Vertical gardens, green roofs, and 
permeable pavements can help absorb rainwater and 
reduce the burden on drainage systems.
�	Milan’s Bosco Verticale (Vertical Forest) is an 

innovative model that uses buildings to reduce 
runoff and improve air quality. Adopting similar 
designs in flood-prone Indian cities could reduce 
surface runoff significantly.

z	Strengthening Zoning Laws and Ecological 
Conservation: Stringent enforcement of zoning laws to 
prevent construction in flood-prone and ecologically 
sensitive areas is crucial. 

�	Additionally, compensatory afforestation and 
ecological conservation should be promoted to 
mitigate urban flooding.

z	Community-Led Flood Management: Engaging local 
communities in flood risk management can create a 
more resilient urban environment. 
�	Nagdarwadi, Maharashtra, transformed from a 

water-scarce area to a water-sufficient one 
through community-led rainwater harvesting 
initiatives. Such grassroots-level actions can be 
scaled across other Indian cities.

z	Revamping Public Awareness and Disaster 
Preparedness: Public awareness campaigns on flood 
preparedness, waste management, and water 
conservation can reduce the strain on urban 
infrastructure during floods. 
�	Rotterdam’s “water squares,” which serve as 

multifunctional spaces that store excess rainwater 
during heavy rains, also act as educational hubs 
for flood management. Similar initiatives can 
help raise awareness and build local resilience.

Conclusion:

Urban flooding in India requires urgent and sustained 
action, as current measures, though necessary, are 
insufficient to handle the scale of the problem. The 
Guidelines by the Central Water Commission on Urban 
Flood Management provide a framework for cities to 
integrate flood risk management into urban planning, 
emphasizing sustainable drainage systems, flood zoning, 
and climate resilience.

���



Prepare with DrishtiIAS 

UPSC 
Mains  
Test Series
2025


SCAN ME

UPSC 
Classroom 
Courses 

SCAN ME

IAS Current 
Affairs Module 
Course 

SCAN ME

Drishti 
Learning 
App


SCAN ME

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation June, 2025 www.drishtiias.com47

GENERAL STUDIES PAPER-4

Theoretical Question:
27. How does integrity serve as a source of strength and 

empowerment in an individual’s life? Illustrate with 
examples. (150 words)

Approach:
z	Explain what integrity means in the context of an 

individual’s life.
z	Discuss how integrity strengthens and empowers an 

individual by fostering trust, self-respect, and 
internal alignment. Use the real-world to illustrate 
how integrity leads to empowerment.

z	Conclude suitably.

Introduction:
Integrity refers to the quality of being honest and 

having strong moral principles that you refuse to change. It 
means acting with transparency, accountability, and staying 
true to your values regardless of the situation. Integrity goes 
beyond simply following rules, it’s about being genuine and 
consistent in your actions, which builds character and fosters 
long-term personal strength and credibility.
Body:
Integrity Cultivates Strength and Empowerment;
z	Building Trust and Respect: Integrity is the foundation 

of trust in relationships, both personal and professional. 
When individuals act consistently with their values and 
principles, they gain the respect and trust of others. 
This trust, in turn, opens up opportunities for growth 
and development.
�	For example, Mahatma Gandhi’s unwavering 

commitment to non-violence and truth, even in 
the face of adversity, earned him widespread 
respect and empowered him to lead the nation 
toward independence.

z	Strengthening Inner Peace: By adhering to one’s 
values, integrity helps maintain inner peace and self-
respect. It prevents the internal conflict that arises 
from compromising one’s principles.

�	Individuals with integrity experience a sense of 
fulfillment because their actions align with their 
core values. 
�	For example, a person who chooses not to 

engage in unethical practices at work, even 
when others are doing so, builds personal 
strength. 

z	Empowering Decision-Making: Integrity acts as a 
guide in decision-making, allowing individuals to make 
choices that align with their moral compass. It reduces 
indecision and self-doubt because individuals are clear 
about their values.
�	For example, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 

demonstrated immense integrity and decision-
making strength when he played a central role in 
the integration of princely states into independent 
India.

z	Overcoming Adversity: Integrity provides individuals 
with the strength to face hardships and make tough 
decisions. It helps them navigate challenges while 
staying true to their ethical beliefs, which empowers 
them to persevere.
�	For example, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s unwavering 

commitment to social justice earned him 
widespread respect.

z	Integrity as a Pillar of Leadership: Integrity is essential 
to effective leadership, earning trust through 
consistent alignment of actions with values. It fosters 
collaboration, loyalty, and long-term success. 
�	T. N. Seshan exemplified this by strictly enforcing 

the MCC, curbing electoral malpractices, and 
promoting transparency through his unwavering 
commitment to ethical governance.

Conclusion:
As a famous saying goes, “Everyone makes mistakes, 

but integrity means owning them’’. It empowers individuals 
to live authentically, build trust, and stay true to their values. 
By fostering self-respect and clarity, integrity strengthens 
resilience and drives personal and collective growth.
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28. What does this quotation mean to you in the present 
context: “The truth is rarely pure and never simple.’’-
Oscar Wilde (150 words)

Approach:
z	Explain the meaning of the quotation.
z	Discuss how the complexity of truth plays out in 

contemporary society, and personal life and use 
real-world examples.

z	Conclude suitably.

Introduction:
Oscar Wilde’s quote, The truth is rarely pure and never 

simple, suggests that truth is seldom absolute or untainted 
(rarely pure) and is almost always layered with complexities 
(never simple). In a world where we constantly seek clarity 
and certainty, this quotation challenges us to embrace the 
ambiguity and contradictions inherent in truth, urging us to 
accept that what we perceive as truth, is often influenced 
by perspectives, biases, circumstances, and incomplete 
information.
Body:
z	The Complexity of Truth: Truth, in its purest form, may 

seem uncomplicated, but real-life situations often 
present it in layers. This complexity arises from different 
interpretations, the interplay of facts, and individual 
biases.
�	For example, in the political sphere, the truth 

behind a policy decision like reservation may 
appear simple on the surface, but a deeper look 
reveals multiple factors like historical context, and 
strategic interests that complicate the truth.

z	Subjectivity of Truth: What one person perceives as 
the truth might differ from another’s view, influenced 
by personal experiences, culture, and values. The 
subjectivity of truth often makes it difficult to define 
universally.
�	For example, in social media debates, individuals 

often hold differing views about what constitutes 
the truth, as each perspective is shaped by 
personal beliefs and selective exposure to 
information.

z	The Role of Context: The context in which truth is 
examined shapes how it is understood. What might be 
perceived as true in one context can change under 
different circumstances. Rarely is a case black or white, 
most involve shades of grey, where multiple truths 
and narratives coexist.
�	For example, in legal settings, truth is not just 

about factual accuracy but also about 
interpretation, as seen in courtrooms where legal 
arguments and interpretations of the law play a 
pivotal role in determining what is considered 
truth.

z	Truth in Personal Life: In personal relationships, the 
truth often comes with nuance, shaped by emotions, 
intentions, and misunderstandings. Pure truth can 
sometimes be elusive, with emotions coloring how 
facts are perceived.
�	For example, emotions and past experiences 

influence how events are remembered and 
interpreted.

Conclusion:
Wilde’s quotation encourages us to recognize complexity, 

avoid simplistic judgments, and strive for fairness and 
empathy in our decisions. In public life and personal conduct, 
acknowledging that truth is neither pure nor simple fosters 
integrity, tolerance, and a deeper understanding of the world.

29. Attitude plays a crucial role in the effectiveness of civil 
servants. How does a positive attitude contribute to 
efficient civil service, and what personal and external 
factors influence the development of this attitude? (150 
words)

Approach:
z	Define the concept of a positive attitude in the 

context of a civil servant’s life and duties.
z	Discuss how a positive attitude enhances efficiency 

in public administration, influencing decision-
making and public trust. Also, examine the personal 
and external factors that help cultivate it, with 
examples from civil services.

z	Conclude suitably.
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Introduction:
A positive attitude is an optimistic and solution-

oriented mindset that allows individuals to face challenges 
with resilience and openness. In the context of civil services, 
it plays a crucial role not only in enhancing individual 
performance but also in improving the overall effectiveness 
of public governance. It fosters better decision-making, and 
contributes to more efficient and responsive service delivery.
Body:
Contribution of a Positive Attitude to Efficient Civil Service
z	Problem Solving and Innovation: Civil servants with a 

positive attitude are better equipped to approach 
problems with creative solutions, which is essential for 
efficient governance. A positive mindset encourages 
out of the box thinking, helping to resolve complex 
administrative challenges.
�	For example, Armstrong Pame, an IAS officer 

from Manipur, demonstrated a strong positive 
attitude by mobilizing community resources to 
build a 100 km road in a remote region with 
community help.

z	Trust and Respect: A positive attitude fosters trust, 
which is essential in civil service. Citizens are more 
likely to trust civil servants who display optimism, 
professionalism, and a genuine commitment to serving 
the public.
�	For example, Shilpa Prabhakar Satish, Collector of 

Tirunelveli, built trust in public education by 
enrolling her own daughter in a government-run 
Anganwadi. 

z	Boosting Morale and Productivity: A positive attitude 
directly influences work morale, ensuring that civil 
servants remain motivated and productive even in 
challenging situations. It helps in overcoming the stress 
and pressure associated with public service roles.
�	For example, during the COVID-19 pandemic, 

civil servants like district magistrates and health 
officers demonstrated a positive and service-
driven attitude while managing lockdowns, 
quarantine centers, and vaccination drives.

Personal and External Factors Influencing  
Positive Attitude Development:
z	Personal Factor:

�	Emotional Intelligence and Self-Awareness: Civil 
servants with high emotional intelligence are 
more likely to manage their emotions effectively, 
which aids in maintaining a positive outlook even 
in adversity.

�	Work Ethic and Self-Motivation: Strong personal 
values, discipline, and a commitment to public 
service help individuals maintain a positive 
attitude and stay focused on their duties.

z	External Factors:
�	Organizational Support: A positive and 

supportive work environment that recognizes 
the efforts of civil servants plays a critical role in 
fostering a positive attitude. Regular feedback, 
recognition, and career development 
opportunities can enhance morale.
�	Public scrutiny and high expectations can 

either make or break a civil servant’s attitude.
�	Leadership Influence: Civil servants often mirror 

the values and attitude of their leaders. When 
leadership promotes transparency, ethical 
conduct, and accountability, it sets the tone for a 
positive and committed administrative culture.
�	For example, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 

demonstrated firm resolve and visionary 
leadership in the integration of over 560 
princely states post-independence. 

�	His decisiveness, clarity of purpose, and 
ethical approach deeply influenced the newly 
formed IAS, instilling a sense of duty, 
discipline, and national unity among civil 
servants

Conclusion:
As Winston Churchill said, “Attitude is a little thing 

that makes a big difference.” A positive attitude significantly 
enhances the effectiveness of civil servants by improving 
morale, trust, and problem-solving. It stems from both 
individual qualities and institutional support. For governance 
to be truly responsive, nurturing such an attitude is essential.
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30. How does this quotation by John C. Maxwell, “A leader 
is one who knows the way, goes the way, and shows the 
way,” apply to civil servants in the current context? (150 
words)

Approach:
z	Explain the meaning of the quotation in the context 

of leadership.
z	Discuss how the qualities of understanding the path, 

leading by example, and guiding others are essential 
for civil servants in leadership positions. Support 
your answer with  examples.

z	Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

John C. Maxwell’s quote emphasizes the core qualities 
of effective leadership-knowledge, action, and guidance. 
For civil servants, this approach is essential in navigating the 
complex terrain of governance, policymaking, and public 
service. Civil servants must not only possess the necessary 
knowledge but also lead by example and guide others in the 
right direction.

Body:

z	Knows the Way- Knowledge and Vision: Civil servants 
must have in-depth knowledge of the systems, 
policies, and problems they are addressing. They 
should also have the foresight to anticipate future 
challenges and plan accordingly.
�	For example, the role of civil servants in 

formulating and implementing reservation 
policy in India required a deep understanding of 
constitutional provisions, social justice 
principles, and socio-economic disparities, along 
with the ability to anticipate its impact on society.

�	Vision for the Future: Civil servants with a clear 
vision guide their teams effectively, especially in 
developing long-term strategies. 
�	For example, the planning for India’s Smart 

Cities project involves civil servants creating 
a vision for urban transformation while 
understanding ground-level realities.

z	Goes the Way - Leading by Example: Effective 
leadership is not just about giving instructions but also 
about leading through action. Civil servants must 
demonstrate the principles they preach, setting an 
example for others to follow.
�	For example, Mahatma Gandhi led from the front 

in India’s freedom struggle, whether it was 
organizing mass protests, undertaking the Dandi 
Salt March, or enduring imprisonment without 
complaint.

�	Personal Accountability: Civil servants who 
display integrity and accountability in their actions 
inspire others to do the same, fostering a culture 
of ethical leadership and public trust.

z	Shows the Way - Guidance and Mentorship: Civil 
servants must mentor and guide their teams, showing 
them the path to achieving goals. This involves 
providing clarity, offering support, and ensuring the 
team understands the vision and objectives.
�	For example,  during the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, 

civil servants played a crucial role not only in 
directing efforts but also in mentoring local 
officials and community workers.

z	In today’s complex governance environment, civil 
servants must embody Maxwell’s leadership philosophy 
by balancing expertise with practical action and 
mentorship.
�	Whether it is managing public health crises like 

COVID-19 or implementing large-scale 
development projects, civil servants must lead by 
example.

Conclusion:

Maxwell’s quote highlights the essential qualities of 
leadership that civil servants must embody. By knowing the 
way through expertise, going the way through personal 
commitment, and showing the way through guidance, civil 
servants can provide effective governance. This leadership 
approach is crucial for the successful implementation of 
policies and the well-being of the public.
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31. How does objectivity differ from neutrality and impartiality? Illustrate your answer with suitable examples from public 
service. (150 words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce the answer with a relevant quote justifying the need of objectivity, neutrality and impartiality in public 

service
z	Give brief about objectivity, neutrality and impartiality with suitable illustrations and delve into their differences
z	Conclude by recalling a relevant ethical theory. 

Introduction

“Justice cannot be for one side alone, but must be for both.”- Eleanor Roosevelt. This quote encapsulates the core idea 
behind objectivity, neutrality, and impartiality in public service. 

z	These principles, though used interchangeably but different, together ensure fairness and integrity in decision-making, 
highlighting that public servants must act in ways that are balanced, unbiased, and grounded in rational judgment.

Body: 

Objectivity

z	Definition: Objectivity is the ability to approach situations, decisions, or problems based purely on facts, evidence, and 
rational analysis, without being influenced by personal biases or emotions.

z	Illustrations: 

�	Ayushman Bharat Scheme: Objective policy formulation based on data about healthcare gaps and poverty levels.

�	Nirbhaya Case: The court used factual evidence and legal principles, not political pressures, to deliver a fair 
verdict.

�	Economic Survey: Objective use of data to make economic predictions and policy recommendations for growth

�	Judicial Review of Government Schemes: Courts review government decisions based purely on legal provisions 
and not on external influences (e.g., the Electoral Bond Judgement and Devender singh judgment on 
subcategorisation of SC/STs)
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Neutrality
z	Definition: Neutrality refers to maintaining a position of non-involvement, not taking sides in disputes or conflicts.

�	Involves remaining indifferent to political affiliations, personal views, or opinions.
�	Neutrality is essential in upholding the trust of all stakeholders.

z	Illustrations: 
�	Election Commission of India: Ensures neutrality during the Elections by ensuring free and fair polls without bias.
�	International Peace Negotiations: India, as a neutral mediator in the Israel-Iran conflict, ensured peace talks 

were not influenced by external political pressures.
�	Media in Conflict Zones: News channels maintain neutrality in reporting contentious issues like the Kashmir 

conflict, not favoring one side.
Impartiality
z	Definition: Impartiality refers to treating all parties or individuals equally, ensuring fairness in decision-making and 

actions without favoritism.
�	There is no preference for one side over another.

z	Illustrations: 
�	Police in Riots: During the Muzaffarnagar riots, police showed impartiality by acting against both sides to restore 

order.
�	Public Distribution System: Ensures fair distribution of subsidized food without discrimination based on caste or 

religion
�	Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana: The scheme provides equal housing benefits to all eligible families, regardless of 

their social background. 
�	Judicial Impartiality: The Supreme Court in the Ayodhya case ensured all parties were treated equally during the 

verdict, upholding fairness.
Key Differences

Criteria Objectivity Neutrality Impartiality

Nature Evidence-based, rational decisions Non-involvement in conflicts Equal treatment of all parties 
involved

Involvement Requires analytical thinking Passive, non-interfering Active effort to ensure fairness

Goal Accuracy and truth Avoiding bias by not choosing 
sides Ensuring fairness and justice

Scope Applied to decisions, analysis, or 
judgment Applied in conflicts and disputes Applied in policies, laws, and 

decisions

Outcome Clear, rational decision-making Avoidance of conflict and bias Equal treatment and protection 
of rights

Conclusion
Kant’s categorical imperative asserts that one should act according to maxims that can be consistently applied universally, 

just as public servants must make objective, neutral, and impartial decisions. Similarly, John Rawls’ theory of justice calls 
for fairness in decision-making, ensuring that all individuals are treated equally, without favoritism. 
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32. Can human actions be considered ethical if they violate 
societal norms but serve a higher moral purpose? Discuss 
with examples. (150 words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce by briefing with an example when human 

actions be considered ethical if they violate societal 
norms

z	Give justification to the Violation of Societal Norms 
for Higher Moral Purposes using Ethical theories

z	Suggest that harm must be balanced in consideration 
of Ethical Pragmatism

z	Conclude with a quote. 

Introduction: 
Lord Krishna’s actions in the Mahabharata demonstrate 

that breaking societal norms can be justified when it serves 
a greater moral purpose. His counsel to Arjuna to engage in 
the Kurukshetra War, despite the prevailing norm of non-
violence, was rooted in the imperative to uphold Dharma 
and ensure justice. 
z	This highlights how sometimes, adhering to higher 

ethical principles may require defying established 
societal expectations.

Body:
Justification of the Violation of Societal Norms for Higher 
Moral Purposes:
z	Violation of Norms for Justice (Utilitarianism): 

Utilitarianism argues that actions are ethical if they 
promote the greatest good. Violating norms for justice 
serves the greater good by challenging harmful 
systems.
�	Example: Gandhi’s Civil Disobedience - Gandhi 

defied colonial laws for India’s independence, 
promoting the collective well-being of millions, 
despite violating norms.

z	Upholding Moral Duty (Deontological Ethics): 
Deontology holds that moral duty overrides societal 
norms. Violating norms can be ethical if it aligns with a 
higher duty, such as protecting human dignity.
�	Example: Rani Lakshmibai’s armed resistance 

against the British East India Company’s Doctrine 

of Lapse was a bold defiance of colonial annexation 
policies, making her a symbol of courage and 
India’s fight for sovereignty.

z	Expressing Virtue (Virtue Ethics): Virtue ethics 
emphasizes character and moral integrity. Violating 
norms for virtuous reasons (justice, courage) makes 
the action ethical.
�	Example: Whistleblowers like Satyendra Dubey, 

acted with honesty and integrity, prioritizing 
public interest over legal norms.

z	Challenging Oppressive Systems (Critical Theory): 
Critical theory advocates for questioning and 
dismantling oppressive systems that perpetuate 
inequality. 
�	In such contexts, violating societal norms 

becomes a moral imperative to resist systemic 
injustices.

�	Example: The Jallianwala Bagh Massacre Protest 
(1919) – Following the massacre of hundreds of 
unarmed Indians by British troops, leaders like 
Sardar Udham Singh violated colonial laws by 
seeking justice for the victims

However, the harm caused by violating norms should 
be justified by the greater moral good building upon the 
principles of Ethical pragmatism.

z	Example: The Narmada Bachao Andolan led by Medha 
Patkar violated societal norms by protesting the 
construction of the Sardar Sarovar Dam, but their 
actions were justified by the moral good of protecting 
displaced communities and preserving the 
environment.

Conclusion: 

As Martin Luther King Jr. asserts, “One has a moral 
responsibility to disobey unjust laws.” When laws or societal 
norms perpetuate injustice, inequality, or oppression, 
violating them becomes a moral imperative. Disobedience in 
such cases serves higher principles like justice, human dignity, 
and equality, becoming a necessary action for social change 
and the greater good.
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33. Is ethical relativism a valid approach to governance in a 
multicultural society like India? Discuss its implications 
on policy formulation. (150 words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce the answer by briefing about Ethical 

Relativism
z	Give Arguments in Favor of Validity of Ethical 

Relativism in India
z	Highlight the Limitations of Ethical Relativism in the 

Context of India
z	Conclude with a relevant quote

Introduction: 
In a multicultural society like India, ethical relativism—

where moral standards are shaped by cultural contexts—
offers both opportunities and challenges for governance. 
z	While it allows for the accommodation of diverse 

cultural practices, it can also complicate the formulation 
of universal policies. 

z	For instance, the debate over the Uniform Civil Code 
(UCC) illustrates the tension between respecting 
cultural diversity and the need for a unified legal 
framework.

Body: 
Arguments in Favor of Validity of Ethical Relativism in India: 
z	Respect for Cultural Diversity: Ethical relativism 

ensures that governance is sensitive to the cultural and 
religious practices of different communities. 
�	By recognizing that morality varies across 

societies, policies can be tailored to respect 
diverse traditions.

�	The Indian government’s tolerant policy on 
religious attire is an example where ethical 
relativism helps accommodate cultural diversity

z	Promotes Social Harmony By allowing communities to 
retain their unique moral systems, ethical relativism 
can help preserve social harmony.
�	It prevents the imposition of a singular value 

system that may be perceived as oppressive by 
some groups.

�	The reservation system in India acknowledges 
the cultural and historical disadvantages faced by 
certain communities (e.g., Scheduled Castes, 

Tribes, OBCs), offering them affirmative action to 
level the playing field.

z	Flexibility in Policy Formulation: Ethical relativism 
allows for more flexible policies that can adapt to the 
needs and values of diverse communities, avoiding a 
one-size-fits-all approach.
�	PESA Act (Panchayats Extension to Scheduled 

Areas) allows local tribal self-governance, 
respecting the cultural ethos of tribal communities 
while enabling them to manage their affairs.

z	Recognition of Autonomy and Sovereignty of 
Communities: Ethical relativism supports the idea that 
each community has the right to determine its own 
moral standards and live by them without external 
interference. 
�	Example: Religious freedom in India is enshrined 

in the Constitution (Article 25-28), which allows 
individuals and communities to practice their 
religion without government interference. 

z	Encourages Tolerance and Coexistence: Ethical 
relativism, when applied, encourages tolerance 
between different groups by recognizing that no one 
culture or belief system is inherently superior. 
�	Example: The communal harmony efforts in 

India, such as Interfaith Dialogue and Gandhi’s 
philosophy of Ahimsa (non-violence), focus on 
understanding and tolerance between 
communities with varying ethical and religious 
beliefs.

Limitations of Ethical Relativism in the Context of India: 
z	Undermines Universal Human Rights Ethical relativism 

may clash with universal human rights when cultural 
practices violate basic freedoms or equality. 
�	In the case of certain practices, such as female 

genital mutilation (FGM) or child marriage, 
policies rooted in cultural relativism could allow 
harmful traditions to persist, despite their 
violation of fundamental human rights.

z	Challenges in National Integration and Social 
Cohesion: Ethical relativism might encourage identity 
politics and deepening social divisions, as it promotes 
policies based on the distinct needs of each group. 
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�	The growing demands for more reservations from 
various other communities, such as the Jat 
community in Haryana have led to tensions and 
protests

z	Erosion of Equality and Justice: Ethical relativism can 
perpetuate inequality by allowing harmful practices to 
continue under the guise of cultural respect. 
�	In cases where certain cultural practices 

discriminate against women, children, or 
marginalized groups, relativism might prevent 
meaningful reform, as it prioritizes cultural 
respect over justice and equality.

�	Patriarchal practices in certain communities still 
restrict women’s rights, such as limited access to 
education or work, due to deep cultural norms 
that relativism may inadvertently protect.

Conclusion
As Gandhiji aptly said, “A nation’s culture resides 

in the hearts and in the soul of its people,” highlighting 
the need to respect cultural diversity while safeguarding 
universal human rights. A balanced approach in governance 
is necessary, ensuring that policies uphold both cultural 
identity and fundamental freedoms. By following the 
ethical principles of 3Ps: Protection, Proportionality, and 
Participation, India can achieve unity in diversity while 
promoting justice and equality.

34. “Wars are poor chisels for carving out peaceful 
tomorrows.” - Martin Luther King, Jr. In the context of 
the above quote, discuss whether lasting peace can be 
achieved through violent means, or if non-violence is the 
only ethical way to attain peace. (150 words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce the answer by giving justification of the 

quote followed by a counter-argument to address 
the following question.

z	Give arguments to Violence and War as Instruments 
of Peace

z	Highlight the Case for Non-Violence in Achieving 
Peace

z	Provide a balanced conclusion. 

Introduction: 
Martin Luther King Jr.’s quote highlights the moral 

complexity of achieving peace through violence. In many 
cases, violent conflicts result in more destruction, leaving 
long-lasting scars on society. 
z	But, in the Bhagavad Gita, Lord Krishna initially seeks 

peace through dialogue but, when that fails, advises 
Arjuna to fight, emphasizing duty and justice. 

z	This reflects the dilemma between non-violence and 
the necessity of war when peace is no longer an option.

Body: 
Violence and War as Instruments of Peace: 
z	Moral Justification of War: War may be justified when 

it serves to uphold justice, protect sovereignty, or 
defend human rights.
�	Aristotle’s Justice as the highest virtue supports 

war to defend justice, while John Stuart Mill’s 
utilitarianism justifies violence if it benefits the 
majority

�	Example: The NATO intervention in Kosovo 
(1999) was justified on humanitarian grounds, 
with the aim of stopping ethnic cleansing and 
atrocities by the Serbian regime.

z	Defense of Sovereignty and National Security: War is 
morally justified when it is necessary to protect a 
nation’s sovereignty or defend against external 
aggression. It is seen as an act of self-preservation and 
protection of citizens.
�	John Locke’s social contract theory argues that 

governments are formed to protect life, liberty, 
and property, and when these are threatened, 
war can be morally justified as a means of defense.

�	The 1962 India-China War and the 1965 India-
Pakistan War both serve as significant examples 
where India was involved in war to defend its 
sovereignty and national security

z	Defending International Norms and Law: War can be 
justified when it is necessary to defend international 
laws and norms, such as preventing the spread of 
terrorism or enforcing global peace agreements.
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�	The Gulf War (1990-1991) was widely justified as 
an effort to restore international order by pushing 
back Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait, thus protecting 
international law regarding territorial integrity.

However, even if war is undertaken with the intention 
of achieving peace, the unintended consequences often 
undermine this goal, leading to further suffering.
z	The Vietnam War was intended to prevent the spread 

of communism but resulted in millions of deaths, 
environmental destruction, and deep social divisions.

Case for Non-Violence in Achieving Peace: 
z	Non-Violence as the Moral High Ground: Non-violence 

is the ethically superior way to resolve conflicts, 
focusing on moral transformation and fostering lasting 
peace.
�	Mahatma Gandhi’s Salt March (1930) and Martin 

Luther King Jr.’s Civil Rights Movement 
successfully used non-violent civil disobedience 
to achieve social change.

z	Justice and Fairness through Non-Violence: Non-
violence ensures justice without causing harm, 
promoting a more sustainable and fair peace.
�	Mandela was among the first to advocate armed 

resistance to apartheid but later resorted to 
peaceful negotiation, emphasizing forgiveness 
and non-violent dialogue for national healing.

z	Promotion of Moral Courage and Ethical Leadership: 
Leaders who embrace non-violence demonstrate 
greater moral courage and ethical leadership, showing 
a commitment to higher principles rather than 
resorting to force as a quick solution to problems.
�	The Dalai Lama’s advocacy for peace and non-

violence in the face of Chinese occupation in 
Tibet serves as an example of how peaceful 
resistance and moral leadership can garner 
international sympathy and support.

Conclusion: 
Defensive violence is ethically justified to protect 

human rights or respond to aggression. John Rawls’ Principle 
of Justice supports defensive force when justice is threatened. 
However, violence should be a last resort, as demonstrated by 
Indian intervention in the 1971 Bangladesh Liberation War.

Case Study:
35. 

You are a senior surgeon in a prestigious hospital in 
Bengaluru, known for its state-of-the-art facilities and high-
profile patient base. During a routine audit of the hospital’s 
procurement and billing practices, you uncover a troubling 
scenario-the hospital’s administration is involved in a practice 
where certain high-cost medical supplies and treatments are 
being marked up exorbitantly, even though alternative, more 
affordable options are available. 

The hospital has entered into a partnership with 
several suppliers, ensuring that these high-cost supplies 
are purchased exclusively, despite their high price and 
limited effectiveness compared to other alternatives.As the 
chairperson of the Ethical Medical Practitioners Association, 
you are deeply concerned about the implications of these 
practices on patient care and financial sustainability. 

However, some senior doctors in your hospital, who 
are benefiting from kickbacks provided by the suppliers, 
urge you to remain silent about the issue to avoid disrupting 
hospital operations and to preserve their personal benefits. 
They argue that the inflated prices are helping to maintain 
the hospital’s high profit margins, which are crucial for its 
survival and continued growth.

 (a) Identify the main stakeholders and ethical issues 
involved.

 (b) Analyze the potential consequences of exposing the 
unethical practices for both the hospital and the 
healthcare system.

 (c) What actions would you take in this situation, and 
what ethical principles would guide your decision-
making process?

Introduction:
You are a senior surgeon at a reputed Bengaluru 

hospital and chairperson of the Ethical Medical Practitioners 
Association. During a routine audit, you find that overpriced 
medical supplies are being consistently purchased despite 
more effective and affordable alternatives. The arrangement 
benefits certain senior doctors through kickbacks from 
suppliers. They pressure you to stay silent, citing hospital 
profitability. The issue impacts not only financial integrity but 
also patient care and trust in the healthcare system.
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Body
(a) Identify the main stakeholders and ethical issues involved.

Stakeholder Role and Interest

Patients Primary recipients expect affordable, 
effective, and ethical treatment.

Senior Surgeon 
(You)

Ethical medical professional 
responsible for upholding medical 
integrity and patient welfare.

Hospital 
Administration

Focused on profit margins, but 
ethically responsible for patient-
centric care.

Senior Doctors Beneficiaries of kickbacks, 
compromising ethics for personal gain.

Ethical Medical 
Practitioners 
Association

Advocates for ethical practices 
and transparency in the medical 
profession.

Following are the ethical Issues Involved:
z	Violation of Medical Ethics (Hippocratic Oath); The 

practice of prescribing high-cost and less effective 
treatments, despite the availability of better 
alternatives, violates the ethical principle of non-
maleficence, the obligation to “do no harm.” 
�	It undermines the Hippocratic Oath by placing 

institutional and personal interests above patient 
welfare.

z	Lack of Transparency and Breach of Trust: The 
undisclosed and exclusive procurement agreements 
between the hospital and select suppliers indicate a 
systemic lack of transparency. This erodes public trust 
in the institution and undermines the ethical principle 
of accountability.

z	Commercial Medical Care vs. Ethical Duty: The pursuit 
of higher profit margins at the expense of patient-
centered care reflects the ethical dilemma between 
institutional profitability and the moral obligation of 
healthcare professionals to prioritize human dignity 
and access to equitable treatment. 

z	Erosion of Professional Integrity: As a senior surgeon 
and chairperson of an ethical body, remaining silent 
would amount to moral complicity. 

(b) Analyze the potential consequences of exposing the 
unethical practices for both the hospital and the healthcare 
system.
For the Hospital
z	Legal and Regulatory Action: Authorities may initiate 

inquiries, impose penalties, or revoke licenses, affecting 
operational continuity.

z	Reputational Damage: Public disclosure may severely 
tarnish the hospital’s image, leading to loss of patient 
trust and decline in footfall.

z	Short-term Financial Losses: Profit margins may 
decline due to cancellation of unethical supplier 
contracts and increased scrutiny.

For the Healthcare System
z	Systemic Reforms: The exposure could prompt policy 

changes in procurement and billing practices across 
private healthcare institutions.

z	Restoration of Ethical Standards: It can reinforce 
professional ethics, patient rights, and accountability 
norms within the medical fraternity.

z	Improved Patient Trust: Public confidence in the 
healthcare system may improve if corrective actions 
and transparency follow.

z	Deterrent Effect: Other institutions may refrain from 
unethical practices due to fear of exposure and 
consequences.

(c) What actions would you take in this situation, and 
what ethical principles would guide your decision-making 
process?
Actions You Would Take:
z	Internal Escalation: First, raise the issue with the 

hospital’s ethics committee and management in a 
documented manner. Maintain proper documentation 
of inflated pricing, supplier contracts, and available 
alternatives.

z	Encourage Whistleblower Protection: Ensure 
anonymity and safety for staff who support exposing 
the malpractice.
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z	External Reporting (if internal mechanisms fail): 
Escalate to medical regulatory authorities or the 
Medical Council of India.

z	Patient Advocacy: Ensure patients are informed and, 
where possible, offered alternatives within ethical and 
legal limits.

Ethical Principles Guiding Action:

z	Beneficence: Upholding the duty to act in the best 
interest of patients by advocating for effective, 
evidence-based, and affordable care that enhances 
health outcomes and patient dignity.

z	Non-Maleficence: Avoiding decisions or complicity in 
practices that could cause physical, emotional, or 
financial harm to patients. Rejecting overpriced and 
substandard treatments aligns with this foundational 
medical ethic.

z	Equity and Fairness: Ethical action must aim to 
dismantle unjust systems that prioritize profit over 
patient rights and social equity.

z	Moral & Ethical Leadership: Demonstrating the 
strength to act rightly in the face of institutional 
resistance or personal risk. Ethical leadership involves 
setting a precedent for others, fostering a culture 
where truth and justice are non-negotiable.

z	Fidelity to Professional Oaths and Social Contract: 
Remaining faithful to the Hippocratic Oath and the 
implicit social contract between medical professionals 
and society - that of prioritizing human life, trust, and 
welfare over all other considerations.

Conclusion

As a senior medical professional and ethical leader, 
you are bound to uphold the principles of transparency, 
justice, and patient welfare. While exposing malpractice 
may cause short-term disruption, it ultimately strengthens 
institutional credibility, ensures patient-centric care, and 
fosters a more ethical healthcare system. True leadership 
lies in safeguarding values, even when it is inconvenient 
or personally costly.

36. 
Meera is a senior executive at a publicly listed company 

in India, specializing in renewable energy projects. The 
company is in the process of bidding for a government 
contract to build a large solar power plant in a remote region. 
The contract is highly competitive, with several top-tier 
companies vying for it, and winning it would bring significant 
financial gain and visibility to Meera’s company.

A few months prior, Meera’s brother-in-law, Rajiv, was 
appointed as a senior official in the Ministry of Renewable 
Energy, the very ministry responsible for overseeing and 
awarding the contract. Meera and Rajiv have a close 
relationship, and although she knows that Rajiv has a 
strong professional reputation, she is also aware that he is 
under considerable pressure to ensure the success of the 
government’s solar power initiatives.

Meera’s company is one of the top contenders for the 
bid, but she learns that Rajiv may be in a position to influence 
the decision-making process, and there is a possibility that 
Rajiv might help her company’s bid, albeit subtly, given their 
personal relationship. Meera feels conflicted: while she knows 
her company is capable of delivering on the contract, she is 
aware that her family connection with Rajiv could create a 
perception of conflict of interest and lead to accusations of 
favoritism.

Meera’s dilemma is compounded by the fact that 
the company’s shareholders are pushing for aggressive 
expansion and winning this contract could significantly 
increase the company’s market value. However, Meera is 
also deeply concerned about maintaining ethical standards, 
public perception, and the integrity of both her personal and 
professional reputation.

 (a) What are the key ethical dilemmas involved in this 
situation? 

 (b) What steps should Meera take to ensure that her 
involvement in the bidding process remains ethical 
and transparent, given her personal connection to 
Rajiv?

 (c) What are the potential risks of allowing personal 
relationships to influence corporate governance 
decisions, particularly in public sector contracts, and 
how can these risks affect the company’s long-term 
success?
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Introduction: 
Meera, a senior executive at a renewable energy 

company, is bidding for a highly competitive government 
contract to build a solar power plant. Her brother-in-law, 
Rajiv, is a senior official in the Ministry of Renewable Energy, 
which oversees the contract. There is a possibility that Rajiv 
might influence the bidding process, given their personal 
relationship. Meera faces a conflict between professional 
responsibilities and her familial ties.
Body: 
(a) What are the key ethical dilemmas involved in 
this situation?
z	Personal vs. Professional Integrity: Meera is torn 

between leveraging her personal connection with Rajiv 
to potentially secure the contract and maintaining her 
professional integrity by ensuring that her company’s 
bid is evaluated purely on its merits.
�	Using a family connection might provide an 

unfair advantage, leading to accusations of 
nepotism or favoritism, which could undermine 
Meera’s credibility and that of the company.

z	Corporate Success vs. Ethical Standards: Meera is 
under pressure from shareholders to secure the 
government contract, as winning it would greatly 
benefit the company’s financial standing and market 
value. 
�	However, she is concerned about how the 

company’s success may be perceived if a family 
connection plays a role in securing the contract.

�	The pursuit of financial success for the company 
could lead to actions that compromise ethical 
standards and public trust, potentially damaging 
the company’s long-term reputation.

z	Transparency vs. Secrecy: Meera knows that any 
involvement of Rajiv in her company’s bid, even if it’s 
indirect, may create a perception of impropriety or 
influence-peddling. 
�	Failing to disclose the family relationship and the 

potential for bias might result in public scrutiny or 
accusations of unethical behavior, undermining 
both her and the company’s transparency and 
accountability.

z	Competence vs. Favoritism: Meera’s company is a 
strong contender for the contract due to its capabilities 
and experience in renewable energy projects.
�	However, the possibility of Rajiv’s influence could 

make it seem as though the company’s 
competence is secondary to familial ties.

(b) What steps should Meera take to ensure that her 
involvement in the bidding process remains ethical and 
transparent, given her personal connection to Rajiv?
z	Recuse Herself from the Decision-Making Process: 

Meera should step back from any direct involvement 
in the bidding process to avoid any potential conflict of 
interest. 
�	This means refraining from influencing or 

participating in decisions related to the bid. 
�	Given her family connection to Rajiv, her 

involvement could be perceived as biased, even 
if her actions are entirely ethical. A recusal 
ensures transparency and removes any doubt 
about favoritism.

z	Declare the Potential Conflict of Interest: Meera 
should formally disclose her family connection to Rajiv 
to both her company and relevant stakeholders (such 
as the board of directors and other executives). 
�	Full disclosure will demonstrate her commitment 

to transparency and ethical standards. 
�	This can help in making sure that there is no 

ambiguity about the relationship and that the 
company takes appropriate steps to mitigate the 
perception of conflict.

z	Implement an Independent Oversight Mechanism: 
Meera’s company should establish an independent 
committee to handle the bidding process, ensuring 
that decisions are made based on merit and the 
company’s capabilities rather than any external 
influences.
�	This committee should ideally be composed of 

senior executives who have no personal ties to 
the Ministry of Renewable Energy or Rajiv, 
further promoting transparency and fairness in 
the process.
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z	Limit Contact with Rajiv Regarding the Bid: Meera 
should refrain from discussing the bid or the ongoing 
contract process with Rajiv, even if the discussions 
seem innocent.
�	Any communication, even if informal, could create 

the perception that Rajiv is influencing the 
decision-making process, whether or not this is 
the case. 

�	Keeping a clear boundary between personal and 
professional matters will help eliminate any 
doubts about undue influence.

z	Ensure Public Disclosure and Transparency in the 
Bidding Process: Meera’s company should ensure that 
the bidding process itself is conducted with the 
utmost transparency. 
�	This includes publicly available criteria for 

evaluation, fair and open competition, and clear 
documentation of the decision-making process. 

�	If any doubts arise about the fairness of the 
process, such transparency can help reassure the 
public and stakeholders that no undue advantage 
was given.

(c) What are the potential risks of allowing personal 
relationships to influence corporate governance decisions, 
particularly in public sector contracts, and how can these 
risks affect the company’s long-term success?
z	Compromise of Fairness and Transparency: Personal 

relationships, such as Meera’s connection to Rajiv, can 
lead to decisions that are influenced by family ties 
rather than objective business considerations. 
�	This could result in favoritism or nepotism, where 

contracts or opportunities are awarded based on 
personal relationships rather than merit. 

�	In the long term, this erodes trust within the 
company, among stakeholders, and with the 
public. 

z	Reputation Damage: Any hint of favoritism or unethical 
conduct in awarding public sector contracts, particularly 
when a personal relationship is involved, can lead to 
significant reputational damage for the company.

�	Public trust in the company may be eroded, 
affecting investor confidence, consumer loyalty, 
and relationships with regulatory authorities. 

�	Over time, this reputational damage can limit the 
company’s ability to attract new clients, partners, 
or investors and could lead to lower market 
valuation or loss of competitive edge.

z	Legal and Compliance Risks: When personal 
relationships influence decision-making, the company 
might inadvertently violate laws related to conflict of 
interest, corruption, or unfair competition. 
�	For instance, if Meera’s company wins a contract 

due to Rajiv’s influence, it could violate principles 
of fair competition and public procurement 
regulations.

�	Legal challenges or investigations can be costly, 
diverting resources away from the company’s 
operations. 

�	Prolonged legal battles could result in penalties, 
fines, or loss of future contracts. In some cases, 
the company may even face criminal charges, 
leading to severe financial consequences and 
long-term damage to its market position.

z	Undermining Corporate Governance: Allowing 
personal relationships to influence governance 
decisions weakens the effectiveness of the board of 
directors, executive management, and other 
governance structures. 
�	It leads to a lack of accountability and 

independence in decision-making, which is a 
cornerstone of good corporate governance.

�	Weak governance structures are often marked by 
poor decision-making, which can lead to 
misallocation of resources, unchecked risks, and 
long-term inefficiencies. 

z	Erosion of Employee Trust and Workplace Culture: If 
employees believe that personal relationships take 
precedence over performance or merit in the decision-
making process, it can erode employee trust in 
leadership and the company’s values.
�	The company could experience increased 

turnover, low morale, and reduced productivity. 



Prepare with DrishtiIAS 

UPSC 
Mains  
Test Series
2025


SCAN ME

UPSC 
Classroom 
Courses 

SCAN ME

IAS Current 
Affairs Module 
Course 

SCAN ME

Drishti 
Learning 
App


SCAN ME

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation June, 2025 www.drishtiias.com61

�	Talented employees might leave for organizations 
with better ethical standards, further hindering 
the company’s potential for growth and 
innovation.

Mitigating These Risks:
To mitigate these risks, companies must implement strong 
governance policies, including:
z	Clear conflict-of-interest guidelines: Ensure employees 

at all levels, especially executives, disclose potential 
conflicts and recuse themselves from decisions where 
such conflicts exist.

z	Independent decision-making structures: Create an 
independent review or oversight committee for 
critical decisions, particularly in competitive bidding 
processes or public contracts.

z	Transparency in procurement processes: Ensure that 
the bidding process for public sector contracts is open, 
transparent, and based on merit to avoid any undue 
influence.

z	Whistleblower policies: Establish systems that allow 
employees to report unethical behavior anonymously 
and without fear of retaliation. 

Conclusion: 
In this case, Meera must prioritize integrity and 

transparency over personal relationships. By recusing herself 
from the bidding process and ensuring independence, 
she upholds duty-based ethics (Kantian ethics), ensuring 
fairness and accountability. This protects both her company’s 
reputation and public trust, securing long-term success.

37. 
As an Airworthiness Officer with the Directorate General 

of Civil Aviation (DGCA), you have been assigned to conduct 
a post-crash safety audit following a tragic incident involving 
a major airline. A commercial aircraft operated by the airline 
crashed, resulting in fatalities, civilian property damage, and 
significant public concern over the safety of air travel.

During your audit, you uncover alarming issues with 
the airline’s operations. These include recurring technical 
faults in the fleet, such as flight control irregularities, as well 
as incomplete and inconsistent maintenance logs. Despite 

multiple complaints from crew members over the years, these 
concerns were neither properly addressed nor escalated by 
the airline’s management.

Additionally, you find that the airline has inadequately 
maintained crew training records, casting doubt on the airline’s 
compliance with International Civil Aviation Organization 
(ICAO) safety standards. A crew member further alleges that 
the crashed aircraft had known mechanical issues and that 
staff complaints had been ignored for an extended period.

The airline is part of a well-connected and influential 
business group, with a strong public image. A senior executive 
from the airline downplays the severity of the issues, insisting 
they are minor and will be resolved. Furthermore, your 
superior has informally advised you to tread lightly, suggesting 
that highlighting these problems could harm national morale 
and cause a political backlash.

You are now faced with a difficult decision: should 
you file a thorough and detailed report of your findings, 
which could potentially trigger urgent reforms in the 
airline’s operations but may provoke political and personal 
risk? Alternatively, should you withhold certain findings to 
avoid causing harm to the airline’s reputation and national 
sentiment, despite the potential risks to public safety?

 (a) What are the key ethical issues present in this case? 
Highlight the conflicting duties and interests 
affecting your judgment.

 (b) What are the options available to you? Discuss the 
merits and demerits of each.

 (c) Which option would you choose and why? Justify 
your decision using relevant ethical principles and 
the responsibilities of a regulatory authority during 
a crisis.

Introduction
This case involves an Airworthiness Officer of the DGCA, 

tasked with conducting a safety audit after a fatal airline crash. 
The officer discovers recurring technical faults in the airline’s 
fleet, and lack of compliance with crew training norms, despite 
years of internal complaints. However, pressure from a senior 
executive and informal advice from the officer’s superior 
suggest suppressing the findings to avoid public panic and 
political repercussions.
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Stakeholder Role/Interest

Airworthiness 
Officer

Must uphold aviation safety, legal 
accountability.

DGCA
Responsible for enforcing safety 
norms and maintaining the public's 
trust in air travel.

Airline & 
Management

Expected to ensure aircraft safety 
and crew readiness, but appears to 
have prioritized profits.

Passengers 
End-users of airline services who 
rely on DGCA for ensuring safe 
travel and aviation standards.

Government and 
Politicians

Concerned about public image, 
economic impact, and national 
morale.

Crew Members and 
Whistleblowers

Risked personal safety and career 
to report faults.

Body
(a) What are the key ethical issues present in this case? 
Highlight the conflicting duties and interests affecting your 
judgment.
Ethical Issues Present in the case:
z	Lack of Transparency and Truthfulness: The suggestion 

to withhold or downplay findings is a direct violation 
of the ethical principle of transparency in public 
service. Public servants have a moral duty to provide 
complete and honest information, especially when it 
concerns the safety of citizens.

z	Regulatory Capture: The influence exerted by a 
powerful corporate group over the airline highlights 
the risk of undue interference in the independent 
functioning of regulatory bodies. Such influence can 
lead to the suppression of crucial safety concerns, 
compromising public interest.

z	Neglect of Duty and Professional Responsibility: The 
failure to act on red flags and address known safety 
violations is a breach of the officer’s professional oath 
and ICAO norms. This neglect compromises the role of 

regulatory authorities and erodes public trust in their 
ability to enforce safety standards.

z	Suppression of Whistleblowing: The systematic 
ignoring of crew complaints reveals an unsafe 
environment by preventing crucial safety concerns 
from being addressed and undermines accountability 
within the organization.

Conflicting Duties and Interests Affecting Judgment:
z	Duty to Professional Integrity vs. Career and Personal 

Interests: The officer has an ethical obligation to 
maintain honesty and transparency in the audit report, 
adhering to the principles of accountability and 
compliance with international safety standards (ICAO 
norms).
�	The officer faces potential career repercussions, 

including retaliation or career stagnation, if they 
take a stand against the powerful airline group, 
which may create a conflict between doing what 
is ethically right and protecting personal career 
interests.

z	Duty to Report Findings vs. Political Sensitivity: The 
officer’s duty is to accurately report all violations, 
ensuring that safety concerns are addressed and that 
corrective actions are taken to prevent future tragedies.
�	There is a political interest in maintaining the 

airline’s reputation, especially if it plays a 
significant role in the economy. 

�	Suppressing critical findings may be seen as a way 
to avoid political fallout and protect national 
sentiment, creating a conflict between public 
transparency and political pragmatism.

z	Legal Standards vs. Organizational Loyalty: The officer 
is legally required to ensure that the airline’s 
operations comply with international safety 
regulations and national aviation laws, even if doing so 
exposes serious violations.
�	The airline’s business interests and political 

connections may influence the officer to align 
with the airline’s narrative of the issues being 
minor, conflicting with the officer’s legal and 
professional obligations to report the truth.
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(b) What are the options available to you? Discuss the 
merits and demerits of each.
Option 1: Submit a Full, Transparent, and Evidence-Based 
Report
z	Merits: By fully disclosing all findings, the officer 

ensures that public safety remains the priority. This 
strengthens the public trust in DGCA’s ability to 
regulate the aviation sector and safeguards against 
future incidents.
�	A transparent report can drive immediate 

changes, leading to stronger regulations, 
improved safety standards, and better oversight, 
ultimately benefiting the industry in the long run.

z	Demerits: Exposing such high-level violations may lead 
to political consequences, as the airline is a significant 
player. The officer might face retaliation from the 
government or superiors, undermining their position 
and influence.
�	A full disclosure could have negative financial 

consequences for the airline, as it will affect its 
reputation.

�	There could be professional repercussions, 
including transfer, suspension, or marginalization, 
especially if the findings result in widespread 
consequences.

Option 2: Submit a Selectively Sanitized or Edited Report
z	Merits: By editing or downplaying findings, the officer 

avoids confrontation with senior officials and the 
political establishment, maintaining internal harmony 
and preventing potential career risks.
�	A sanitized report may present a less alarming 

picture, maintaining the public perception of air 
travel safety and avoiding immediate panic or 
public outrage.

�	Suppressing the most damaging information will 
prevent widespread panic among passengers, 
and safeguard the airline’s reputation.

z	Demerits: Withholding or minimizing critical 
information compromises public trust in the regulatory 
process and undermines the officer’s professional 
ethics by failing to address serious safety violations.

�	This approach goes against the ethical principles 
of transparency and violates ICAO safety 
standards.

�	There’s a real risk that the issues will persist, 
potentially causing future accidents. Moreover, if 
these suppressed facts come to light later, it will 
lead to a significant erosion of public confidence.

Option 3: Escalate the Issue Internally and Avoid Public 
Disclosure
z	Merits: By following the chain of command, the officer 

may avoid personal risk, such as direct confrontation 
with superiors or external stakeholders, by leaving the 
responsibility for handling the findings to higher-level 
officials.
�	Addressing the issue internally can lead to reforms 

without triggering external media scrutiny or 
public panic.

z	Demerits: By not disclosing the findings publicly, the 
officer allows the safety issues to continue unresolved. 
Delaying action prolongs the exposure of passengers to 
avoidable risks.
�	If the matter is handled internally, there’s a risk of 

the findings being suppressed or diluted, 
especially if there’s external pressure or influence 
from powerful stakeholders. This may delay 
necessary action or lead to a cover-up.

�	The public, especially passengers and crew, may 
remain unaware of significant safety risks if the 
findings are not disclosed. 

(c) Which option would you choose and why? Justify 
your decision using relevant ethical principles and the 
responsibilities of a regulatory authority during a crisis.
The most prudent approach in this case is a combination of 
Option 1 and Option 3.
z	Initial Step: The officer should submit a complete and 

honest audit report to the competent authority, 
documenting all findings without editing or withholding 
critical information. 
�	Full transparency is crucial for maintaining the 

integrity of the regulatory system and ensuring 
public safety. 
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�	A transparent report will not only drive immediate 
changes and better regulations but also 
demonstrate the DGCA’s commitment to 
upholding international standards set by ICAO, 
thereby reinforcing the authority’s credibility 
both domestically and globally.

z	Simultaneous Step: While filing a complete report is 
the first step, the officer must also escalate the issue 
internally within DGCA or the relevant ministry if no 
action is taken within a reasonable timeframe. 
�	This ensures that the matter is addressed at 

higher levels of governance, preventing 
unnecessary delays and further risk to safety.

�	By following this course, the officer respects the 
chain of command and avoids immediate 
personal risk.
�	It allows the officer to maintain institutional 

integrity while ensuring that the findings do 
not go unnoticed by higher authorities.

Ethical Justification:
z	Deontological Ethics (Duty-Based): The officer must 

act according to their duty to protect public safety, 
regardless of the political or career risks involved. 
Transparency and honesty are paramount in fulfilling 
this ethical responsibility.

z	Utilitarian Ethics (Outcome-Based): The officer’s 
actions will bring the greatest good by preventing 
further tragedies and ensuring long-term 
improvements in aviation safety. 
�	By reporting the full extent of violations, the 

officer mitigates future risks and fosters public 
trust in regulatory institutions.

z	Legal Responsibility: As a public servant, the officer is 
bound by legal and international safety standards, 
such as ICAO norms and national aviation laws. Failure 
to disclose critical findings could constitute dereliction 
of duty and a violation of these laws.

Conclusion
As a regulatory officer, the primary responsibility 

lies with public safety and integrity. Choosing truth over 
convenience not only upholds the Constitution and law but 

also restores faith in public institutions. Ethical courage in 
moments of crisis safeguards lives, strengthens governance, 
and reaffirms the values that define public service.

38. 
Vikram is an urban planner in a fast-growing metropolitan 

city. His department has been tasked with overseeing the 
redevelopment of an old industrial area into a modern 
residential neighborhood. The project promises to rejuvenate 
a dilapidated part of the city and provide affordable housing 
for hundreds of families. However, the area in question is also 
home to a vibrant but lower-income community that has lived 
there for decades.

While the local government has promised that the 
redevelopment will bring economic opportunities and better 
living standards, Vikram has begun to uncover troubling 
details. Many of the residents have been living there for 
years and have a strong social and cultural attachment to the 
area. They also run small businesses that are crucial for their 
livelihoods. The redevelopment plan includes tearing down 
their homes and businesses, displacing them, and relocating 
them to a different part of the city, far from their current 
community and support systems. Moreover, there is a lack 
of detailed information on how the government will ensure 
affordable housing for the displaced families or whether they 
will be properly compensated.

Vikram is also aware that there are significant financial 
interests behind the project. Several influential real estate 
developers stand to gain immensely from the redevelopment, 
and their lobbying efforts have heavily influenced the planning 
process. Vikram, who was initially excited about the project’s 
potential to revitalize the city, now feels conflicted. On one 
hand, the redevelopment could bring economic growth, 
but on the other hand, it may cause social harm to the 
marginalized community that lives there.

As the project progresses, Vikram is put under pressure 
by his superiors to approve the project without further 
scrutiny, as delays could risk funding and affect the city’s 
overall development plan. He is aware that his career could 
suffer if he raises objections or calls for a review of the plan. 
At the same time, he is troubled by the ethical implications of 
displacing vulnerable communities for the sake of economic 
development and real estate profit.
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 1. What are the key ethical dilemmas involved in this 
situation? 

 2. How should Vikram handle the apparent conflict of 
interest in this situation, with powerful developers 
pushing for the project and the displacement of a 
marginalized community?

 3. Can economic growth justify the displacement of a 
community? What ethical principles should guide 
policymakers when planning such development 
projects. 

Introduction: 
The case revolves around Vikram, an urban planner, who 

faces an ethical conflict while overseeing a redevelopment 
project that promises economic growth but risks displacing 
a long-settled, marginalized community. As vested interests 
pressure him to approve the project without adequate 
safeguards, Vikram must choose between professional 
conformity and moral responsibility.
z	This dilemma closely aligns with John Rawls’ theory of 

justice, which emphasizes that true development must 
be fair and benefit the least advantaged members of 
society

1. What are the key ethical dilemmas involved in this 
situation?
z	Professional Duty vs Ethical Integrity: Vikram is 

expected to follow orders from his superiors and 
approve the project quickly. However, he is ethically 
bound to ensure the project is fair and just for all 
stakeholders.

z	Urban Development vs Social Justice: The 
redevelopment promises infrastructure growth and 
economic benefits. But it risks displacing a vulnerable 
community with deep social and cultural roots in the 
area.

z	Personal Career Security vs Moral Courage: Raising 
objections may harm Vikram’s career and future 
opportunities. Yet remaining silent compromises his 
values and the rights of affected citizens.

z	Efficiency and Timelines vs Comprehensive Scrutiny: 
Approving the plan without delays will keep the city’s 

development agenda on track. However, overlooking 
critical gaps—like compensation and rehabilitation—
can cause long-term harm.

z	Real Estate Interests vs Public Welfare: Powerful 
developers stand to gain significantly from the project. 
Vikram must balance these interests against the 
welfare and rights of the existing residents.

z	Government Promises vs Ground Reality: Official 
narratives suggest affordable housing and upliftment. 
Vikram’s findings indicate that these promises lack 
clear, enforceable guarantees for the displaced 
community.

2. How should Vikram handle the apparent conflict of 
interest in this situation, with powerful developers pushing 
for the project and the displacement of a marginalized 
community?
z	Seek Detailed Documentation and Transparency:: 

Vikram should formally request written details on 
rehabilitation, compensation, and affordable housing 
provisions. 
�	This builds an evidence-based case without 

appearing confrontational.
z	Initiate a Stakeholder Consultation Process: He can 

propose a public consultation or stakeholder hearing 
with the local community, NGOs, and planning 
authorities. 
�	This will add democratic legitimacy to the planning 

and highlight overlooked social concerns.
z	Recommend a Socio-Economic Impact Assessment: 

Suggesting a rapid assessment can help quantify the 
impact on livelihoods and culture. This professional step 
is pragmatic and adds weight to any concerns raised.

z	Propose a Revised, Inclusive Development Plan: 
Vikram can suggest alternatives—such as in-situ 
redevelopment, phased relocation, or inclusion of EWS 
(Economically Weaker Section) housing—that balance 
development with justice.

z	Use Internal Reporting Mechanisms: If pressure 
mounts unethically, he should use formal departmental 
communication channels to flag concerns. This protects 
him from retaliation while keeping a record of ethical 
due diligence.
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z	Engage Civil Society and Legal Avenues Discreetly (if 
needed): If displacement proceeds without safeguards, 
he can confidentially alert watchdog bodies, citizen 
groups, or legal aid organizations to bring attention to 
possible rights violations.

z	Document His Position: To protect his professional 
integrity, Vikram should maintain internal memos or 
minutes outlining his suggestions and concerns. This 
ensures accountability if issues arise later.
Vikram need not be oppositional but must act as a 

responsible planner who integrates development with ethical 
governance. By working within the system, using due process, 
and building collective pressure for fairness, he can uphold 
both public interest and personal integrity.

3. Can economic growth justify the displacement of 
a community? What ethical principles should guide 
policymakers when planning such development projects.

While economic growth is essential for national 
progress, it cannot unconditionally justify the displacement 
of communities, especially when the affected populations 
are vulnerable, historically marginalized, or lack meaningful 
alternatives. Development must be inclusive, equitable, and 
ethically grounded.

Why Displacement Cannot Be Blindly Justified by Growth:

z	Human Rights and Dignity: Every individual has a right 
to shelter, livelihood, and social identity. Economic 
growth at the cost of these rights becomes ethically 
problematic.

z	Social Disruption and Cultural Loss: Communities are 
not just physical settlements; they embody social 
capital, cultural heritage, and informal economies that 
are often irreplaceable.

z	Disproportionate Impact: The benefits of growth often 
accrue to corporations and elites, while the displaced 
suffer long-term consequences — creating 
developmental injustice.

z	Historical Precedents: Past experiences (e.g., large 
dam projects like Narmada) show that poorly managed 
displacement leads to poverty, alienation, and social 
unrest.

Ethical Principles That Should Guide Policymakers:

z	Utilitarianism with Safeguards: Aim for the greatest 
good, but ensure no group bears an undue burden of 
that progress.

z	Justice and Equity (Rawlsian Ethics): Displaced 
communities must be compensated in a manner that 
improves their condition, not worsens it. The least 
advantaged should benefit from the development.

z	Principle of Informed Consent: Transparent dialogue 
with affected communities and obtaining their free, 
prior, and informed consent is essential.

z	Rehabilitation as a Right, Not Charity: Resettlement 
must not be treated as a formality. It should ensure an 
equivalent or better quality of life.

z	Sustainability and Inclusivity: Development must 
balance economic, social, and environmental concerns, 
aligning with SDG principles of “leaving no one behind.”

z	Accountability and Transparency: Policymakers must 
ensure open processes, independent reviews, and 
grievance redress mechanisms to protect the displaced.

Conclusion:

“Development is not about factories, dams, and roads. 
Development is about people. The goal is to improve the 
well-being of people.” Vikram must navigate the delicate 
balance between development and social justice by 
upholding transparency, advocating for inclusive planning, 
and ensuring the displaced community’s rights and dignity 
are protected. While economic growth is vital, it should 
not come at the cost of ethical responsibility or human 
suffering.

���
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39. In matters of conscience, the law of the majority has no 
place.

Quotes to Enrich Your Essay:  

z	“The only tyrant I accept in this world is the still small 
voice within me.” Mahatma Gandhi

z	“Conscience is the root of all true courage.” Martin 
Luther King Jr.

Philosophical and Theoretical Dimensions

z	Moral Autonomy vs. Majoritarianism: Conscience 
refers to the internal moral compass that guides 
individuals in distinguishing right from wrong. 

z	Natural Law Theory: Classical philosophers like Cicero 
and Aquinas argue that true law is derived from 
universal moral principles- conscience being its 
expression. If majority law violates natural justice, 
conscience must prevail.
�	As per Rousseau, the general will of society must 

not override natural law or individual rights 
rooted in reason.

�	Immanuel Kant emphasized that conscience is 
the voice of reason guiding one’s duty. Moral 
autonomy is central, individuals must act based 
on moral law, not societal approval.

z	Indian Perspective: Gandhiji’s life is a testimony to 
moral resistance. His civil disobedience was based on 
the idea that unjust laws, even if supported by a 
majority, must be resisted through Satyagraha, an act 
of conscience grounded in truth.

z	In Indian scriptures, Dharma transcends numerical 
strength. In the Mahabharata, Lord Krishna urges 
Arjuna to act according to his Swadharma, not popular 
consensus, demonstrating that conscience must guide 
duty.

z	Buddhist Ethics: Conscience is aligned with right 
intention and right action from the Eightfold Path-
ethical conduct must come from within.

Conscience Vs Democratic Ethics

z	Freedom of Conscience (Article 25 of Indian 
Constitution): The law protects conscience and beliefs 
as essential human rights, implying their primacy even 
over majority will.

z	Right to Dissent: Democracies must allow space for 
ethical dissent. Dr. Ambedkar, while drafting the 
Constitution, emphasized constitutional morality to 
prevent majority dominance.

Historical and Contemporary Examples

z	Raja Ram Mohan Roy opposed the practice of Sati, 
despite its social acceptance at the time. He adhered to 
his moral convictions rather than conforming to the 
prevailing customs.

z	Rejection of caste oppression by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, 
despite its majoritarian social approval.

z	Justice H.R. Khanna’s Dissent during the Emergency 
(ADM Jabalpur Case, 1976),  As a lone dissenting 
voice, Justice Khanna upheld the primacy of individual 
liberty and conscience over executive power during the 
Emergency.

z	Satyendra Dubey (2003) exposed corruption in NHAI’s 
Golden Quadrilateral project. upheld conscience over 
personal safety.

z	In the Navtej Singh Johar case (2018), the SC 
decriminalized homosexuality, affirming that individual 
identity and conscience must be respected, even if not 
accepted by the majority.

Global Example

z	Opposition of apartheid laws by Nelson Mandela 
imposed by a white-majority regime, guided by a moral 
vision of equality.

Challenges to Conscience

z	Conscience Misused for Extremism: False claims of 
conscience (e.g., hate speech or religious radicalism) 
can threaten social harmony.

ESSAY
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z	Need for Ethical Education: True conscience must be 
informed by empathy, rationality, and universal moral 
values, not prejudice.

Conclusion
The essence of a just society lies in protecting the 

inner voice of conscience, even when it stands alone against 
the tide of public opinion. In democracies like India, true 
moral progress often begins when one individual, guided 
by conscience, resists the unjust will of the majority. 
Conscience, when exercised ethically, becomes the bedrock 
of reform, justice, and human dignity.

40. The ends do not justify the means
Quotes to Enrich Your Essay: 
z	“Karmaṇyevādhikāraste mā phaleṣu kadācana. Mā 

karmaphalaheturbhūr mā te saṅgo’stvakarmaṇi.” 
Bhagavad Gita 

z	You can’t do the right thing the wrong way.” Martin 
Luther King Jr.

Philosophical and Ethical Underpinnings
z	The age-old moral dictum,  The ends do not justify the 

means, encapsulates a critical ethical viewpoint that 
values the process of achieving an outcome as much 
as the result itself. 
�	This philosophical stance posits that no matter 

how noble the intended goal, it cannot legitimize 
the use of unethical or immoral methods to attain 
it. 

z	Consequentialism vs. Ethics of Duty: Immanuel Kant’s 
categorical imperative emphasizes that the morality of 
an action is determined by whether it adheres to 
universal principles of duty, not by its consequences. 
�	Contrarily, John Stuart Mill, advocating for 

utilitarianism, argued that the consequences of 
an action should be the primary determinant of 
its moral value. According to utilitarian thought, if 
a harmful means leads to a greater good, it could 
be justified.

z	Bhagavad Gita: Lord Krishna advises Arjuna to act 
according to Dharma, not based solely on outcome. 
One’s duty (Karma) must be righteous in both intention 
and action.

z	Buddhist Philosophy: Emphasizes right action (Samyak 
Karmanta) as a part of the Eightfold Path. Even noble 
goals like liberation (Nirvana) must be pursued 
through ethically sound conduct.

z	Gandhian Ethics of Non-violence: Mahatma Gandhi’s 
principles of non-violence (Ahimsa) and truth (Satya) 
are key tenets that echo the assertion that ends should 
never justify immoral means. 
�	Gandhi’s commitment to non-violence during 

India’s struggle for independence exemplifies that 
moral consistency is paramount, even when 
confronting oppressive forces.

Historical and Political Examples:

z	Indian Independence Movement (Gandhi vs. 
Revolutionaries): In contrast to the violent struggles 
for freedom in other parts of the world, Gandhi’s non-
violent resistance to British rule illustrates that moral 
ends and means can coexist. 
�	This approach demonstrated that achieving 

independence did not require sacrificing one’s 
ethical principles. Gandhi’s methods inspired 
global movements for justice, demonstrating 
that achieving noble goals without compromising 
one’s values is possible.

z	Encounter Killings: Used as a shortcut to justice, but 
violate the principle of due process and weaken faith in 
legal institutions.

z	The Holocaust and Totalitarianism: The atrocities 
committed by Nazi Germany during World War II 
present a stark example of how the justification of 
horrific means for achieving a perceived noble end 
can result in unimaginable destruction. 
�	Adolf Hitler and his regime justified the genocide 

of millions, including Jews, claiming it was for the 
“greater good” of the nation. 

�	The Holocaust, therefore, stands as a testament 
to the devastating consequences of abandoning 
ethical boundaries in pursuit of a warped vision of 
national superiority.
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z	The U.S. Civil Rights Movement: Martin Luther King Jr. 
and other leaders of the U.S. Civil Rights Movement 
rejected violence, even in the face of brutal oppression. 

z	The Iraq War and the Doctrine of Preemption: The 
2003 Iraq War is a recent example where the U.S. 
government justified military intervention based on 
the goal of dismantling weapons of mass destruction. 
�	Despite the end goal of ensuring global security, 

the means, unilateral invasion and occupation, 
resulted in massive loss of life, long-term 
instability, and regional destruction. 

z	Civil Services Integrity: In governance, civil servants 
may face ethical dilemmas where their personal or 
political interests conflict with public duty.
�	A notable example is that of TN Seshan, former 

CEC of India, who used his position to clean up 
electoral processes, even when faced with 
political resistance. 

z	International Human Rights Law: Modern international 
human rights law reflects the principle that means 
cannot be compromised for any end. 
�	The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 

adopted by the UN, asserts that all people are 
entitled to live with dignity and free from torture, 
slavery, and inhumane treatment, regardless of 
the justification provided.

z	AI and Privacy: Using AI for public safety must be 
balanced with protecting privacy, ends of security 
don’t justify mass surveillance.

z	Climate Change: debate around sacrificing 
environmental ethics in the name of economic growth 
undermines sustainability and justice for future 
generations.

Conclusion:
A just society is built not merely on goals but on how 

those goals are pursued. As Gandhi asserted, the means 
are the seed and the end is the tree,  only ethical seeds can 
yield just outcomes. While history may remember results, 
conscience, law, and human dignity are preserved only when 
the path to those results is morally sound.

41. The Measure of a Man is What He Does with Power
Quotes to Enrich your essay:
z	“The only tyrant I accept in this world is the still small 

voice within me.” Mahatma Gandhi.
z	“Nearly all men can stand adversity, but if you want to 

test a man’s character, give him power.” Abraham 
Lincoln.

z	“With great power comes great responsibility.” A 
famous proverb.

z	“Power tends to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts 
absolutely.” Lord Acton.

Philosophical and Theoretical Dimensions: 
z	Ethics of Power: Power, in its essence, is a tool, what 

defines its worth is how it is used. The way a leader 
exercises their authority shapes not only their legacy 
but also the society they lead. 

z	Philosophers like Plato and Aristotle have long 
pondered the nature of power. 
�	Plato stresses that those who wield power should 

be guided by wisdom, virtue, and a sense of 
justice. Aristotle’s notion of power as a means to 
promote the common good reiterates the idea 
that true power should be used to uplift others.

�	 This quote emphasizes that true leadership stems 
from self-awareness and moral guidance, not 
from a desire to control others. Gandhi’s 
leadership exemplified that power should be 
grounded in non-violence and truth.

z	Power Theory of Immanuel Kant: Immanuel Kant 
argued that power must be exercised in accordance 
with universal moral laws. In his view, the morality of 
an action does not depend on its consequences but on 
whether it upholds duty and respects the inherent 
dignity of individuals. 
�	For Kant, power should never be used as a means 

to exploit or dominate others but to serve the 
greater good.

z	In Hindu philosophy, Lord Krishna teaches Arjuna in 
the Bhagavad Gita that power must be exercised in 
accordance with Dharma, the cosmic order. 
�	Krishna illustrates that real power lies in 

controlling one’s desires and ego, and focusing on 
actions for the greater good.
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Historical and Contemporary Examples:

z	Ashoka the Great: A powerful ruler who initially 
expanded his empire through military conquest, 
Ashoka transformed after witnessing the carnage of 
the Kalinga War. He became a symbol of a leader 
whose power, once used for destruction, was redirected 
toward the welfare of his people.

z	Gandhi and the Indian Independence Movement: 
Mahatma Gandhi’s leadership during India’s 
independence struggle was rooted not in the pursuit of 
political power but in the moral use of power for 
justice. 
�	His principles of Ahimsa (non-violence) and 

Satyagraha (truth-force) redefined the meaning 
of power in the political realm. 

�	His commitment to justice and equality, even in 
the face of immense adversity, embodies the 
measure of a man’s character through how he 
uses his power.

z	Nelson Mandela: Mandela’s use of power after his 
release from prison stands as a model of ethical 
leadership. His presidency was not about revenge or 
punishment for apartheid’s architects but about 
reconciliation and nation-building.

z	Adolf Hitler: In contrast, Adolf Hitler used power for 
oppression and destruction. Hitler’s use of power left a 
legacy of suffering, death, and genocide, showing how 
power can be a corrupting influence when used for 
personal gain and ideological superiority.

Impact of Power on Society:

z	Positive Impact: When power is exercised ethically, it 
has the potential to bring justice, equality, and progress. 
Leaders who serve the collective good, like Gandhi, 
inspire social cohesion, and their leadership creates 
long-lasting positive impacts on society.

z	Negative Impact: Power misused for selfish reasons 
leads to corruption, inequality, and violence. Leaders 
who pursue personal gain, like dictatorships or 
authoritarian regimes, cause economic and social 
harm, and lead societies into decay and oppression.

Conclusion:
As Mahatma Gandhi said, “The best way to find yourself 

is to lose yourself in the service of others’’. True leadership is 
about using power to uplift others, to promote justice, and to 
serve the collective good. A just society depends on leaders 
who exercise their power with wisdom, compassion, and 
integrity. True power is not measured by the ability to control 
or subjugate but by the moral compass that guides its use. 

42. Poverty is the Worst Form of Violence
Quotes to Enrich your essay:
z	“Poverty is not just a lack of money; it is not having the 

capability to realize one’s full potential as a human 
being.” Amartya Sen

z	Poverty is the parent of revolution and crime.” Aristotle 
Philosophical and Ethical Underpinnings:
z	Poverty is not just about material deprivation but the 

dehumanization of individuals. It creates systemic 
violence that perpetuates inequality, suffering, and 
social unrest. This essay explores how poverty becomes 
a form of violence, harming individuals not only 
economically but also psychologically and socially.

z	Amartya Sen argues that poverty is not merely a lack 
of income but the deprivation of capabilities, the 
ability to function fully in society and achieve well-
being. Poverty, therefore, limits freedom, which are 
essential for leading a dignified life.
�	 It is a form of violence because it restricts 

individuals from exercising their human potential.
z	Gandhian Philosophy:Gandhi viewed poverty as a 

moral issue. He believed that a society’s moral health 
is determined by how it treats its most vulnerable 
members.
�	In Gandhi’s view, poverty is violence because it 

denies people access to the resources and 
opportunities they need to live with dignity and 
self-respect.

z	Buddhist Ethics: In Buddhism, right livelihood is 
essential for achieving nirvana (liberation). Poverty 
prevents individuals from pursuing these rights and 
living in a way that fosters compassion, empathy, and 
human flourishing.
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Historical and Contemporary Examples:
z	Colonialism and Poverty: During the colonial period, 

European powers systematically exploited the 
resources of colonies, leaving entire populations 
impoverished. The violence of colonialism left a legacy 
of poverty that still affects many regions.

z	Modern-Day Poverty and Conflict: Poverty remains a 
leading cause of social violence today. In regions like 
Sub-Saharan Africa, poverty exacerbates political 
instability, civil wars, and terrorism. 
�	Poverty also drives migration, refugee crises, and 

human trafficking, further deepening global 
inequality and creating social unrest.

z	India’s Anti-Poverty Initiatives: India’s efforts to 
combat poverty, such as the MGNREGA  and PMAY 
represent attempts to address the violence caused by 
poverty by providing economic security, employment, 
and infrastructure development for the rural poor.

Impact of Poverty as Violence:
z	Psychological and Social Violence: Poverty often leads 

to mental health issues, such as stress, depression, 
and anxiety, which are forms of psychological violence. 
It also leads to social exclusion, which increases the risk 
of violence within communities.

z	Economic and Systemic Violence: Poverty limits access 
to education, healthcare, and justice, perpetuating 
inequality. This creates a cycle of violence where future 
generations are also trapped in poverty, unable to 
break free from the systemic barriers that prevent 
social mobility.

Conclusion:
Poverty is not just an economic condition but a form 

of violence that strips individuals of their rights, freedom, 
and human dignity. It is a systemic issue that creates 
psychological, social, and economic violence. As Gandhi 
rightly pointed out, poverty is the worst form of violence, 
and addressing it requires a moral commitment to creating a 
more equitable and just society. Only by eliminating poverty 
can we hope to create a world where all individuals have the 
opportunity to lead a life of dignity and fulfillment.

43. We live in an age of information, but wisdom is a scarce 
resource.

Quotes to Enrich Your Essay:
z	Albert Einstein: “Information is not knowledge.”
z	Socrates: “The only true wisdom is in knowing you 

know nothing.”
z	Daniel J. Boorstin: “The greatest enemy of knowledge 

is not ignorance, it is the illusion of knowledge.”
Theoretical and Philosophical Dimensions:
z	Information vs. Wisdom: Information refers to raw 

data or facts, while wisdom is the ability to apply 
knowledge judiciously and ethically. 
�	Wisdom often involves making decisions based 

on experience, moral insight, and long-term 
consequences, while information can be 
superficial or fragmented.

z	Philosophy of Enlightenment: Ancient Indian thought, 
especially in the Vedantic tradition, emphasizes 
wisdom (Jnana) as the highest form of knowledge that 
transcends mere information. 
�	Unlike raw facts, wisdom involves understanding 

the deeper truths of life.
z	Cognitive and Emotional Intelligence: Psychology 

suggests that wisdom is not just about knowing facts 
but involves emotional regulation, empathy, and the 
ability to deal with life’s complexities. Information 
overload can actually hinder decision-making and 
judgment.

Policy and Historical Examples:
z	Ancient Indian Knowledge Systems: The teachings of 

the Upanishads and the Arthashastra emphasize 
wisdom over information. 
�	Chanakya’s Arthashastra isn’t just about 

economic policies but reflects strategic wisdom 
for governance.

z	Role of Spirituality: Leaders like Mahatma Gandhi 
integrated spiritual wisdom with information. 
�	His non-violent resistance was grounded not just 

in facts about British imperialism but in a deep 
understanding of human nature, ethics, and 
collective strength.
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z	Post-Independence Growth Models: While India has 
vast technological advancements (information-driven), 
challenges like poverty, inequality, and illiteracy 
persist due to a lack of holistic wisdom in policy-
making.
�	The rapid push towards digitalization must be 

coupled with deep understanding and awareness 
of socio-economic disparities.

Contemporary Examples:

z	Social Media and Information Overload: Platforms like 
WhatsApp and Facebook spread massive amounts of 
information (e.g., during Covid-19 pandemic), but 
much of it lacks depth or context, leading to the spread 
of misinformation. 
�	The real wisdom is in discerning truth from noise 

and using the information for constructive 
purposes.

z	Judicial Wisdom: The Indian Judiciary, through 
landmark judgments like the Right to Privacy (2017), 
often reflects wisdom in interpreting the Constitution, 
balancing individual rights with societal needs, despite 
the growing volume of information and legal 
precedents.

44. The greatest freedom is the freedom to choose our own 
constraints.

Quotes to Enrich Your Essay:

z	Jean-Paul Sartre: “Freedom is what you do with what’s 
been done to you.”

z	Matthew Kelly: ‘Freedom is not the ability to do 
whatever you want. Freedom is the strength of 
character to do what is good, true, noble, and right.’

Theoretical and Philosophical Dimensions:

z	Freedom vs. Responsibility: True freedom is not about 
limitless options; it is about choosing constraints that 
guide one’s actions responsibly. 
�	The concept of freedom in Indian philosophy, 

especially in the Bhagavad Gita, is tied to choosing 
one’s duty (Dharma) with a sense of moral and 
social responsibility.

z	Self-Discipline and Freedom: The yoga philosophy 
stresses self-control and inner freedom, suggesting 
that true freedom lies in overcoming one’s impulses 
and desires, choosing constraints that lead to spiritual 
growth and societal harmony.

z	Social Contract Theory: Political theorists like Rousseau 
argued that freedom is not about absolute autonomy 
but the collective choice of constraints that ensure 
societal well-being. 
�	In modern India, this can be seen in how 

constitutional freedoms are exercised within the 
framework of laws and regulations.

Policy and Historical Examples:

z	Indian Freedom Struggle: Leaders like Jawaharlal 
Nehru and Subhas Chandra Bose chose the constraints 
of non-violence and direct action, respectively, to 
achieve India’s independence. 
�	Their choices were consciously made based on 

strategic objectives rather than unrestrained 
freedom.

z	Constitutional Constraints in India: The Constitution 
of India guarantees fundamental freedoms, but these 
are accompanied by reasonable restrictions in the 
interest of public order, morality, and national security 
(e.g., Article 19). 
�	This reflects the understanding that freedom 

without constraints leads to chaos.
z	Economic Reforms of 1991: India’s economic 

liberalization was a conscious decision to reduce the 
constraints of a tightly controlled economy, but it also 
involved choosing new constraints related to market 
regulation, liberalization, and social safeguards.

Contemporary Examples:

z	India’s Digital Transformation: The government’s push 
for a Digital India involves choosing constraints on 
data privacy, cyber security, and infrastructure 
limitations while still embracing the freedom of 
technology. 
�	This balance is key to India’s future growth.
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z	Environmental Conservation vs. Economic Growth: In 
the context of India’s rapid industrialization, the 
freedom to exploit resources is constrained by 
environmental laws and sustainability principles, 
emphasizing the long-term benefits of choosing 
constraints for the greater good.

z	Youth and Career Choices: India’s youth increasingly 
faces a dilemma: the freedom to choose their careers 
often comes with societal pressures and familial 
constraints. Navigating these choices reflects the 
balance between individual freedom and social 
responsibility.

z	Elon Musk’s Approach to Innovation: Elon Musk’s 
companies—Tesla, SpaceX, and Neuralink—often 
operate under intense constraints, such as tight 
budgets, radical deadlines, and ambitious goals. 
�	Musk embraces these constraints as a way to 

force innovation and encourage creative problem-
solving. 
�	For instance, SpaceX’s decision to develop 

reusable rockets was a constraint that 
drastically reduced costs and revolutionized 
the aerospace industry.

45. Knowing others is intelligence, knowing yourself is true 
wisdom.

Quotes to Enrich Your Essay:
z	Lao Tzu: “He who knows others is wise; he who knows 

himself is enlightened.”
z	Socrates: “To know thyself is the beginning of 

wisdom.”
z	Carl Jung: “Who looks outside, dreams; who looks 

inside, awakes.”
Theoretical and Philosophical Dimensions:
z	Difference Between Intelligence and Wisdom:

�	Intelligence relates to analytical thinking, 
problem-solving, and external observation.

�	Wisdom is rooted in introspection, self-awareness, 
and moral judgment.

�	One can master facts about the world (intelligence) 
but still lack clarity about oneself (wisdom).

z	Indian Philosophy – Self-Knowledge as Liberation:

�	In Vedanta, Atma Jnana (knowledge of the self) is 
the highest form of knowledge.

�	The Bhagavad Gita teaches that understanding 
one’s duty (Swadharma) requires deep self-
awareness.

z	Psychological and Cognitive Insights:

�	Emotional Intelligence (Daniel Goleman): Self-
awareness is the foundation of leadership and 
interpersonal success.

�	Jungian psychology emphasizes shadow work – 
knowing your unconscious motivations is key to 
inner balance.

z	Modern Thought:

�	In a world of social media and constant 
comparison, knowing others has become easier, 
but knowing oneself remains elusive.

�	The age of surveillance capitalism can offer data 
about people but not insight into personal 
purpose or fulfillment.

Policy and Historical Examples:

z	Gautama Buddha:

�	His quest for enlightenment began with 
introspection, not conquest or study of others. 
His teachings on suffering and desire emerged 
from deep self-realization.

z	Mahatma Gandhi:

�	Gandhi’s philosophy of Satyagraha was built on 
self-discipline and self-knowledge.

�	He experimented with truth, believing that 
change in society begins with personal 
transformation.

z	APJ Abdul Kalam:

�	Known for his scientific intelligence, he repeatedly 
emphasized the importance of understanding 
one’s inner potential and values to lead a 
meaningful life.
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Contemporary Examples:

z	Mental Health Awareness:
�	Increased focus on self-reflection, mindfulness, 

and therapy reflects the growing value of self-
knowledge over mere outward success.

z	Leadership Failures and Successes:
�	Corporate and political failures often stem from 

ego, lack of empathy, and poor self-awareness—
not from lack of intelligence.

�	Leaders like Jacinda Ardern have shown that 
emotional wisdom and self-awareness foster 
inclusive and compassionate governance.

z	Youth and Career Choices:
�	In a hyper-competitive environment, knowing 

personal interests, strengths, and values is more 
critical than simply mimicking successful others.

46. Technological advancement is not a substitute for 
ethical responsibility, but a vehicle for its expression.

Quotes to Enrich Your Essay:

z	Albert Einstein: “It has become appallingly obvious 
that our technology has exceeded our humanity.”

z	Martin Luther King Jr.: “Our scientific power has outrun 
our spiritual power. We have guided missiles and 
misguided men.”

Theoretical and Philosophical Dimensions:

z	Ethics vs. Innovation:
�	Technological progress is value-neutral; its impact 

depends on ethical application.
�	Tools like AI, biotechnology, and surveillance can 

liberate or oppress depending on their ethical 
deployment.

z	Utilitarianism and Deontology:
�	Technology should aim at the greatest good 

(utilitarianism) but must also respect rights and 
duties (Kantian ethics).

�	Mere innovation without accountability can 
violate human dignity and justice.

z	The Role of Dharma (Indian Ethics):
�	In Indian thought, actions (karma) are judged not 

just by outcomes but by intention and duty (dharma).
�	Technological power must align with moral 

responsibility.
Policy and Historical Examples:
z	Atomic Bomb vs. Nuclear Energy:

�	The same discovery led to Hiroshima and 
sustainable energy. The choice lies in ethical intent.

z	Aadhaar and Digital Governance:
�	A technological marvel in public service delivery, 

but concerns about data privacy and surveillance 
point to the need for ethical checks and 
accountability.

z	COVID-19 Response:
�	Vaccines were a technological triumph, but their 

equitable distribution (COVAX vs. vaccine 
nationalism) revealed ethical gaps in global 
governance.

Contemporary Examples:
z	AI and Algorithmic Bias:

�	AI can improve lives (healthcare, agriculture), but 
lack of ethical oversight can reinforce 
discrimination (e.g., facial recognition bias).

z	Social Media Platforms:
�	Technological platforms like Facebook and Twitter 

shape global discourse but also amplify hate 
speech and misinformation.

�	The ethical responsibility of content moderation 
and data protection is central to their long-term 
legitimacy.

z	Green Technologies:
�	Solar energy, electric vehicles, and carbon capture 

are tech responses to climate change — reflecting 
ethical responsibility toward future generations.

z	Space Exploration:
�	Billionaire-led ventures into space raise ethical 

questions: Should resources focus on space 
colonization or on solving Earth’s urgent problems?
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