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LEGISLATIVE,
ADMINISTRATIVE &
FINANCIAL RELATIONS

The Constitution of India provides for a federal system of government of the country.
It has divided powers (legislative, executive and financial) between the union and the states.
However, the Constitution has established an integrated judicial system to enforce both
the union and state laws. In this way, the centre and the states are supreme in their
respective fields. However, to establish effective harmony and co-ordination between the
two, the Constitution contains elaborate provisions that regulate the various dimensions
of the relations between them.

The Union-State relations can be studied under the following heads:

Legislative Relations

Articles 245 to 255 in Part XI of the Constitution deal with the legislative relations
between the union and the states. Besides these, there are some other constitutional
provisions dealing with the same subject.

The Indian Constitution also divides the legislative powers between the centre and the
states with respect to both the territory and the subjects of legislation like any other
Federal Constitution.

Further, the Constitution provides for the Parliamentary legislation in the state field
under five extraordinary situations as well as the centre’s control over state legislation
in certain cases. Thus, there are four aspects of the Centre—states legislative relations:

Territorial Extent of Central and State Legislations

The Parliament can make laws for the whole or any part of the territory of India. Territory

of India includes the states, UTs and any other area for the time being included in the

territory of India.

The Parliament can alone make ‘extra territorial legislation’ thus the laws of the

Parliament are applicable| to the Indian citizens and their property in any part of

the world.

Subject to the provisions of the Constitution, a state legislature may make laws for the

whole or any part of the state to which it belongs. It is not possible for a state legislature

to enlarge its territorial jurisdiction under any circumstances, except when the

boundaries of the state itself are widened by an act of the Parliament.

However, certain restrictions are placed by the Constitution on the plenary territorial

jurisdiction of the Parliament or in other words the laws of the Parliament are not

applicable in following areas:

e The President is conferred with the power to make regulations for the peace, progress
and good governance of the four Union Territories—the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands, Lakshadweep, Daman and Diu and Dadra and Nagar Haveli.
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