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SUPREME COURT

One of the unique features of the Indian Constitution is that, notwithstanding the
adoption of a federal system and existence of Central Acts and State Acts in their respective
spheres, it has generally provided for a single integrated system of Courts to administer
both Union and State laws. At the apex of the entire judicial system, exists the Supreme
Court of India below which are the High Courts in each State or group of States. Below
the High Courts lies a hierarchy of Subordinate Courts. Panchayat Courts also function
in some States under various names like Nyaya Panchayat, Panchayat Adalat, Gram
Kachheri, etc. to resolve civil and criminal disputes of petty and local nature.

Historical Background

m For the first time the Federal Court of India was set up under the Government of
India Act, 1935. It consisted of one Chief Justice and such other number of Judges
as His Majesty might deem necessary.

m When the Constitution of India came into force on 26" January, 1950, the Federal
Court of India was substituted by the Supreme Court of India and the Judicial System
for a new India was established with the finest traditions of impartiality, independence
and legal scholarship.

m However, the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court is greater than that of its predecessor
because the Supreme Court has replaced the British Privy Council as the highest
Court of appeal.

Constitutional Provisions

m Articles 124-147 in Part V of the Constitution deal with the Supreme Court.

m The Parliament has the power to make laws regulating the organisation, independence,
jurisdiction, powers, procedures and so on of the Supreme Court.

Composition

m When the Supreme Court was inaugurated in 1950, the original Constitution envisaged
a Supreme Court with a Chief Justice and 7 puisne Judges, leaving it to Parliament to
increase this number.

m Nevertheless, on account of increasing workloads, the strength of the Supreme Court
has been raised from time to time by the Parliament. Accordingly the Parliament enacted
the Supreme Court (Number of Judges) Amendment Act, 2008 and raised the total
strength of the Supreme Court to thirty-one, consisting of the Chief Justice of India
and thirty puisne Judges.

m Besides, the Chief Justice of India has the power, with prior consent of the President,
to request a retired Supreme Court Judge to act as the Judge of the Supreme Court
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