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THE 4 TYPES OF PLASTICS

THEIR TOXICITY AND WHAT THEY ARE MOST COMMONLY USED FOR

TOXICITY CODE: Amw aHIGH

Polymer | HIGH-DENSITY POLYVINYL LOW-DENSITY
Name TEREI L POLYETHYLENE CHLORIDE POLYETHYLENE
- Resin A A A A
Identification
w ) & O &
Abbreviation PET or PETE HDPE PVC LDPE
Commonly Commonly Sometimes Sometimes
Recidabice Recycled Recycled Recycled Recycled
| [ w
Percentage
Recycled 36% 30-35% <1% 6%
Annually
How Long to ' - 5
Decompose 5-10 ‘ 100 ‘ 500~
Under Perfect Years Years k i lv’ga?so ‘
Conditions - - -
maxmum  QUIIIIIECTC00E0 CRRNNNANNRRNNES CRRRRRRRRERRRED QHRRNnAmRenaep
Temperature  7geC (158°F) 120°C (248°F) 70°C (158°F) 80°C (176°F)
AL D Iy GUEmnmnmm ammmmmm
Eperdic -40°C (-40°F)  -100°C (-148°F) -30°C(-22°F)  -100°C (-148 °F)
ey @ A 2 A
Level 54 54
Most Antimony Oxide, Chromium Oxide, Benzoyl Benzene, Carbon Benzene, Chromium
Commonly Bromine, Diaszomethane, Peroxide, Hexane, and Tetrachloride, Oxide, Cumene
Leached Lead Oxide, Nickel Cyclohexane 1,2-Dichle 4 Hydroperoxide, And
Toxin(s] Ethylene Oxide, and Phthalates, Ethylene Oxide, ~ Tert-butyl Hydroperoxide
Benzene Lead Chromate, M
Acrylate, Methanol, Phthalic
Anhydride, Tetrahydrofuran,
and Tribasic Lead Sulfate,
Mercury, Cadmium,
Bisphenol A (BPA)

POLYPROPYLENE

POLYSTYRENE

& &

Occasionally Commonly Recycled
Recycled (but difficult to do)
|
3% 34%
i il
120-30 1 50
Years Years |
- A
Ay aumnnee
135°C (275°F) 90°C (194°F)

0°C (32°F) -20°C (-4°F)
A 4
Methanol, Styrene, Ethylbenzene,

2,6-di-tert-Butyl-4-Methyl
Phenol, and Nickel
Dibutyl Dithiocarbamate

Benzene, Ethylene,
Carbon Tetrachloride,
Polyvinyl Alcohol,
Antimony Oxide, and
Tert-butyl Hydroperoxide,
Bensoquinone

All other plastics, including
acryli, fiberglass, nylon,

polycarbonate, and
polylactic acid (a
bioplastic)

A

OTHER

Difficult
to Recycle

|
Low

Majority of these plastics:
never

Polylactic acid:
6 months
Polycarbonate:
135°C (275°F)
Polyactic acid:
150°C (302°F)
Polycarbonate:
-135°C (211°F)
Polylactic acid:
60°C (140°F)

®

P

BPA, BPS, as well as all
other toxins mentioned
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