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Subtropics

Vibrio vulnificus
thrive in the tropics or
subtropics, where sea or
brackish water temperatures
reach 20°C and higher, and
prefer waters with low salinity.
In India, the sea surface
temperatures average 28°C,

making the waters conducive
to the growth and proliferation
of Vibrio vulnificus

(1997-2015)

(2010-2011)

» As climate change increases frequency
and intensity of cyclones and rainfall,
leading to storm surges and flooding,
coastal communities could face a
higher risk of exposure to Vibrio
vulnificus. High rainfall also reduces
salt levels in the sea, which suits
the bacteria

Note: Data unavailable or zero cases reported in Mexico, Canada and Afiica; Source: Research papers

» Wound infections due fo V vulnificus
have increased eightfold in eastern US
between 1988 and 2018. The species
is also moving northwards. In 1980s,
infections were rare above Georgia, but
by 2018, they were regularly reported
further north in Philadelphia. By 2041-
60, the bacteria may reach New York

» Northern European countries have
seen a spike in the number of human
infections, which were associated with
swimming or bathing in coastal waters.
The Baltic Sea in northern Europe
has been identified as a high-risk
environment since it has low salinity
and high warming rates
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