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Wha:t are Glaclal Lake
Outburst Floods (G LOFs)"

A Glacial Lake Outburst Flood, or GLOF,
is sudden release of water from a lake
fed by glacier melt that has formed at

the side, in front, within, beneath,

or on the surface of a glacier.
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Main Features of GLOFs

B Involve sudden (and sometimes cyclic)
releases of water.

B Tend to be rapid events, lasting hours
to days.

B Result in large downstream river
discharges (which often increase
by an order of magnitude).
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Figure: lllustrative graphic showing various reasons for GLOF occurrence
(A) Cloudburst (B) Snow avalanche (C) Landslide (D) Melting of ice in moraine
(E) Earthquake (F) Overflow
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