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VERSUS

NUCLEAR
TRANSMUTATION
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RADIOACTIVE DECAY

Radioactive decay is the
process by which an unstable
atomic nucleus releases
energy in the form of
radiation to reach a more
stable state

Occurs without the need
for external energy input

Releases a relatively small

amount of energy
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NUCLEAR
TRANSMUTATION

Nuclear transmutation is
the process of changing one
element into another by
altering the nucleus of the
atom

Requires an external trigger

e o

Has the potential to be
controllable

e

Requires significant
energy input

Can release a much larger
amount of energy
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