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Divergent views

A look at what was emphasised by the two verdicts on the hijab ban

DELIVERED BY DELIVERED BY

JUSTICE HEMANT GUPTA JUSTICE SUDHANSHU DHULIA
“Secularism is applicable to all citizens, § “Wearing hijab should be simply a matter
therefore, permitting one ... community § of choice. It may or may not be a matter of
to wear their religious symbols would essential religious practice, but it still is, a
be antithesis to secularism.” matter of conscience, belief, expression.”
SCHOOL AND RELIGION: Religionhas § CLASSROOM IS DIFFERENT: Though
no meaning in a secular school run by discipline is required in educational
the state. “Students are free to profess institutions, they can't be put on par
their religion and carry out religious with a jail or a military camp, as was
activities other than when they're cited by HC while describing schools
attending a classroom.” as “qualified public spaces”
UNIFORM, EQUALITY: - TICKET TO EDUCATION: "If it
"... Uniform fosters a sense is worn as a matter of her choice,

of ‘equality’ amongst

students- instills a sense
of oneness, diminishes A
individual differences...” ——

s it may be the only way her
conservative family will permit
her to go to school... her hijab is

—14 her ticket to education”
el n-é
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