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SOLAR CYCLE

( CONCEPT

WHY IS IT
What is a solar cycle? ’MPORTANT?

The Sun's magnetic field goes Phestidyiobsolaricpclssand
through a cycle, called the solar . R ) .
epele climate is vitally important in
The s.olar eyicle igtheryole that order to prevent major climatic
e changes that the sun produces on
field every 11 vears or so the earth. It is suspected that in a

L i billion years, the sun will shine so

brightly that Earth's atmosphere
—r will be like that of Venus, unfit for
WHAT HAPPENS TO THE SUN WHEN life.
IT COMPLETES ITS LIFE CYCLE?

HOW MANY SOLAR (YCLES HAVE BEEN
The life of our Sun is in the middle. In about

5 million years, it will run out of hydrogen RE{OQNIZED?
and grow like a red giant. Subsequently, it During the last 265 years, only 24 solar
will convert what little hydrogen it has left cycles have been recorded.

and transform it into carbon, to stay as a

yellow giant for 2 billion years.
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