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Protecting Haryana's ecology

IN CONTENTION THE LATEST RULING
At the heart of the issue is the classification of land under Section 4
of the colonial era Punjab Land Preservation Act (PLPA), which

» The 5C upheld that Section 4
demarcations were valid and

remains in force since Haryana was part of undivided Punjab. The had “trappings of forest lands”
Section was used to demarcate certain areas that need to be

protected from any sort of erosion

@ The court also made a
distinction - even If all
demarcations were considered
PAST 'DIIIJE to be falling within parameters
® The ssue dates back to past Supreme Court orders, in particular one in | EETETRTEYe TR LY TR T
2018 which held that aneas notified under Section 4 of the PLPA should be did not make them fall within
deemed as forest land under the Forest Conservation Act the Forest Act provisions

® The 2018 ruling deemed any construction on those classified lands as » It also rejected the state's

illegal, and should therefore be demalished contention that all 11 districts
will need to be considered as

HARYANA'S RESPONSE REwk STres L

» The state said the 2018 order would mean 100% area of 11 of the state’s Gurugram

22 districts, including Gurugram and Faridabad, would need to be razed PLPA's Section 4

» The state in February 2019 passed an amendment to the PLPA and will apply only
excluded certain land meant for construction from the PLPA dassification. R ESIET
This amendment was stayed by a Supreme Court bench a month later land
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