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Geologic Time Scale
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Quaternary mammals and birds
(Q) Pleistocene (PE) n Modern humans
e ]
g . 26| E
v : o
o NEGQE“E Pliocene {PLJ =
. = Spread of grassy ecosystems
S8 E M  [Miocenem)y >3 %5 s S
o = e 230 w
v g Oligocene (OL) g‘
E Paleogene .Eocene{E]l 33'2
(PG) Paleocene (EP) Early primates
66.0 Mass extinction
Cretaceous (K) Placental mammals
g 1450 & Early flowering plants
o §- Dinosaurs diverse and
E Jurassic (J) = abundant
o o
= w
2 i 201.3 E‘ Mass extinction
g First dinosaurs; first mammals
= Triassic (TR} Flying reptiles
£ ol
251.9 Mass extinction
Permian (P) i
298.9 & ;
. <] Coal-forming swamps
Pennsylvanian (PN) Ea-E_ Sharks abundant
- 323.2 < £ First reptiles
N Mississippian (M) =< =+
v 358 9 Mass extinction
= : i First amphibians
§ R () 2 First forests (evergreens)
= 419.2 | =
= Silurian (5) First land plants
443.8 Mass extinction
o & Primitive fish
Ordovician () i Trilobite maximum
4834\ g Rise of corals
Cambrian (C) 2 % Early shelled organisms
541,0 m—
w Complex multicelled organisms
2
e
a1
E Simple multicelled organisms
2500
Precambrian (PC, W, X, Y, Z)
Early bacteria and algae
4000 (stromataolites)
Origin of life

4600 —IFcrmati:on of the Earth}
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