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INDIA’S AGRICULTURE SECTOR: PRODUCTIVITY CHALLENGES

A1 169.6 million hectares,
India's cultivated land mass

8 argest in the warld
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The Government of India's top
res ch institute reports
that nearly 60% of
agricultural land
is at risk because of fertiizer
MiSuSe, POOr Cropping practices
and soil nutrient deficiencies
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India uses 13% of the
world’s extracted
water and 87% is
used for irrigation.

Expanding irrigation has been a key
stratagy for increasing productivity:
the proportion of arable land
w the prospect of declining
' rainfall during the

under imgation increased from
20% to 35% from 1981 to 2013,
MONSooN, India’s prime growing
season for rainfed agnculture

The country is faced with
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55% of the popu Iatlon s

Unemployment
workers

among agricultural
rose from 9.5% in 1993-1994
c 0 15,3% in 2004-2005 =
Governmant Subsidies to farmers for

c% fertilizer, elgctricity and irrigation increased

~ more than eightfold between 1990-1991 and
2006-2007 Areas receiving st subsidies
regularly underperform those w ower subsidies ®

farm size
___‘JII 11.16 hectares | 2.87 acres)
W is half what it was
e 40 years ago.”

<

Irrigation water use
efficiency is very low
35-40% efficiency in surface
irrigation such as flooding or
canals, and B5-75% efficiency
when pumping grouncwater,

These unsustainable

practices are depleting

the country’s aquifers.*

o

Government subsidies for buying and
distributing food grains 1o low-income and
disacvantaged households grew from 2.2%
of cg'CJ"L[d GDP during the 1990s te 5% in

ng out investments in agricuftural
arch, technology and extension

India's Ministry of Agriculture reports that fram
2005 10 2007 30% of harvest and post-harvest
economic losses came from the fruit
and vegetable sectors, although that sector
comprised only 13.6% of total production®
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