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MAPPED
THE 25 OLDEST DEMOCRACIES IN THE WORLD

OLDER YOUNGER
Mote: This Infegraphic uses data from Bolx, Miller and
Rosato’s “Comparative Political Studies™ which goes back

16 the year 1800 and uses 219 countries

They define a country as democratic

if they meat the following conditions:

MO 000
The executive is directly or The legislature {or the A majority of adult men has
indirectly elected in popular executive if elected the right to vote,
and is directly) is chosen in free
either directly to voters or and fair elections. Universal suffroge came
to a legislature. fater. in the U.S., for example,
all women could not vote
until 1920,
B=V.5.A
n PRE-1800 (219+ YEARS) i\?:TEE?}:QNF
848 (171 YEARS
The US.A hes the longest- After a 27-day civil war,
standing democracy inthe world. Swikzerland's constituion was
;';gﬁ;?::lzzﬁmm'“ signed i 1843. To this day, the O RWAY
: p ” Swiss use a form of “direct” 1900 (119 YEARS)

“We the People..”, affirming that democracy via its 26 cantons,

government must serve its citizens.

ICELAND or administrative regions.

1918 (101 YEARS)

o

IRELAND
1922 (97 YEARS)

FINLAND
1917 (102 YEARS)

AUSTRIA
1946 (73 YEARS)

—
—
LUXEMBOURG
1890

1129 YEARS)

SWEDEN
1911 {108 YEARS)

SAN MARINO
o ¥ 1945 (74 YEARS)

o[ f

ITALY
1046 (73 YEARS)

FRANCE
1946 (73 YEARS)

France, Austria, taly all

reverted back te democracy

at and of WWIL [
JAPAN

1952 (57 YEARS)
Imperial Japan was occupied
by Allied powers after defeat
in WW I, with the empire
being dissolved in 1347, Full

ICOSTA R_!CA COLOMBIA sovareignty was given back
949 (70 YEARS) 1958 (61 YEARS) ﬂ to the newly democratic
Chile and Uruguay were both country in 1952.

AUSTRALIA
1901 (118 YEARS)

avertaken by military dictaterships
in 1873, giving Costa Rica the title
of the longest standing Latin
American democracy.

ISRAEL
1948 (T4 YEARS)

—_ = |

NEW ZEALAND
1867 (162 YEARS)

- Tha first self-governing
colony to allow women
the right to vote in
parliamentary elections
was New Zealand in 1893,

INDIA
1950 (69 YEARS)

i g

TIMELINE VIEW

In the grand scheme of human history, democracy ks still a
relatively new concept. In fact, the vast majority of the world's
current democratic regimes are less than 50 years old.
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