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Radiometric Dating

Radiometric dating uses radioactive decay of minerals in rocks and
fossils to determme a rock or fossil’s absolute age.

Isotope: Element with the same number of protonsand electrons but
different number of neutrons.

Primary radioactive isotopes used in geology are:
Carbon 14 decays to Nitrogen 14

Uranium 238 decays to Lead 206

Uranium 235 decays to Lead 207

Thorium 232 decays to Lead 208

Rubidium 87 decays to Strontium 87

Potassium 40 decays to Argon 40
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