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World's most polluted countries
Most polluted country ranking based on annual average PM2.5 concentration (ug/m?)

Rank Country 2023 2022 2021 2020 2019

1 Bangladesh 79.9 658 769 T77.1 833

2 Pakistan 73.7 70.9 66.8 59 65.8

3 India 544 53.3 58.1 519 581

4 Tajikistan 49 46 5.4 30.9

5 Burkina Faso 46.6 63 -- --

6 Iraq 43.8 80.1 497 - 39.6

7 United Arab Emirates 43 459 36 29.2 389

8 Nepal 42.4 40.1 46 39.2 445

9 Egypt 424 465 291 -- 18

10 Democratic Republic of the Congo  40.8 155 -- - 32.1
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Recommended 2021 AQG levels compared to 2005 air quality guidelines

Pollutant Averaging Time 2005 AQGs 2021 AQGs
PMys, ug/m3 Annual 10 5
24-hour? 25 15
PMig, pg/m?3 Annual 20 15
24-hour?® 50 45
O3, pug/md Peak season® - 60
8-hour?® 100 100
NO;, ug/m3 Annual 40 10
24-hour? - 25
SO;, ug/m?3 24-hour? 20 40
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Particulate Size Matters: Comparing sizes

Small particles pose the greatest risk to human health. While the nose can filter most coarse
particles, fine and ultrafine particles are inhaled deeper into the lungs where they can be
deposited or even pass into the bloodstream.

Measurement indicate microns in di ter (um).
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World's most polluted cities
Most polluted city ranking based on annual average PM2.5 concentration (ug/m?)
Begusarai, India
Guwahati, India
Delhi, India
Mullanpur, India

Lahore, Pakistan

New Delhi, India 92.7

Siwan, India

Saharsa, India

Goshaingaon, India

Katihar, India 88.8
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