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MRNA vax: A pioneering research 5

A problem with injected mRNA was that it caused inflammatory reactions. To prevent this, the two
scientists modified the mRNA's chemistry; this technology is used in Moderna and Pfizer's Covid vaccines

Unmodified mRNA Base-modified mRNA ABOUT THE SCIENTISTS

@ Hungarian scientist Katalin Kariko, a
former senior vice-president and
head of RNA protein replacement at
German biotech firm BioNTech, is a
professor at the University of Szeged
in Hungary and adjunct professor at
the University of Pennsylvania

® Co-winner US scientist Drew
Weissman is a professor in vaccine
research also at Pennsylvania

® The two scientists will share the
11 mn-krona ($1 million) award
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