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Protecting Haryana's ecology

IN CONTENTION

At the heart of the issue is the classification of land under Section 4
of the colonial era Punjab Land Preservation Act (PLPA), which

remains in force since Haryana was part of undivided Punjab. The
Section was used to demarcate certain areas that need to be
protected from any sort of erosion

PAST ORDERS

@ The tssue dates back to past Supreme Court orders, in particular one in
2018 which held that areas notified under Section 4 of the PLPA should be
deemed as forest land under the Forest Conservation Act

® The 208 ruling deemed any construction on those classified lands as
illegal, and should therefore be demolished

HARYANA'S RESPONSE

# The state said the 2008 order would mean 100% area of 11 of the state’s
22 districts, including Gurugram and Faridabad, would need to be razed

# The state in February 2013 passed an amendment to the PLPA and

excluded certain land meant for construction from the PLPA dassification.
This amendment was stayed by a Supreme Court bench a month later
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THE LATEST RULING

@ The 5C upheld that Section 4
demarcations were valid and
had "trappings of forest lands”

# The court also made a
distinction - even if all
demarcations were considered
to be falling within parameters
of protection of the PLPA, this
did not make them fall within
the Forest Act provisions

& It also rejected the state’s
contention that all 11 districts
will need to be considered as
forests, saying that |
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Public Bill Private Bill

It 1s introduced in the Parliament by a [t1s introduced by any

| IS 1. member of Parliament other

minister. i
than a minister.
. It reflects the stand of

It reflects of the policies of the L :

2. o 2. opposition party on public
& & party): matter.

3 It has greater chance to be approved 3 It has lesser chance to be

" by the Parliament. " approved by the Parliament.

Its rejection by the House amounts to Its rejection by the House
the exp-ression of want of has no implication on the

4. parliamentary confidence in the 4. parliamentary confidence in
government and may lead to its the government or its
resignation. resignation.

5 Its introduction in the House requires 5 Its introduction in the House

" seven days’ notice. " requires one month’s notice.

[t 1s drafted by the concerned [ts drafting is the

6. department in consultation with the law 6. responsibility of the member
department. concerned.
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