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UN SECURITY COUNCIL STRUCTURE LOCKS INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM

UN Security Council’s five permanent members’ use of their veto power for their
national interests leads to questioning of the legitimacy of the UNSC

UNSC STRUCTURE

China and Russia have vetoed ®
four draft resolutions on Syria
since 2011

The U.S. has used its veto @
‘ right 42 times for Israel
since 1972

.3 Palestine has not become a UN ®

member, as full membership
.’ requires UNSC approval

® Use of force at UN is
decided by UNSC

© Five permanent members
have the right to veto a draft
resolution

® To adopt a draft resolution,
none of the permanent
members should veto it and
9 countries should vote in

favor
\). China blocks Taiwan’s UN @
membership, not recognizing
Taiwan as a sovereign country
CRITICISM OF UN STRUCTURE PERMANENT MEMBERS REFORM PROPOSALS
® Permanent membership system Z Ly = Increasing the number of =
® Five permanent members’ veto I I ZS mm — non-permanent members
e CHINA ~ FRANCE THEUK  RUSSIA us ‘o 7
right and weak equal Restricting veto right =

representation due to a small
// number of members
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