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MAPPED
THE 25 OLDEST DEMOCRACIES IN THE WORLD

YOUNGER

OLDER

Mote: This Infographic uses data from Bobx, Miller and
Rosato’s “Comparative Political Studies™ which goes back
to the year 1800 and uses 219 countries.

They define a country as democratic
if they meet the following conditions:
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The executive is directly or The legislature (or the A majority of adult men has
indirectly elected in popular executive if elected the right to vote,
elections and is responsible directly) is chosen in free

either directly to voters or and fair elections. Universal suffrage come

Iater. in the U5, for exa

1o a legislature.

olf women could not vote
until 1920,

SWITZERLAND

YEARS)

The U.5.A. has the longest-
standing democracy in the world.
Its constitution came into effect in

After a 27-day civil war,
Switzerland's constitution was
signed in 1848, To this day, the

1789, and famously begins with Swi o
- - " 55 use a form of “direct’

W the Pesple.. .afnmjmg.t{nt democracy via its 26 cantons,
govermnment must serve its citizens,

ICELAND of administrative regions.

19 01 YEARS)

Ly
LR
DENMARK

(118 YEA

FINLAND
1917 (102 YEARS)

—
—
— AUSTRIA
r— 1846 (73 YEARS)

LUXEMBOURG
1890
(129 YEARS)

SWEDEN
1911 (108 YEARS)

SAN MARINO
1945 (74 YEARS)

ITALY
1946 (73 YEARS)

1

France, Austria, Italy all
reverted back to democracy

at end of WWIL 3
-—

JAPAN

1 (67 YEARS)

Imperial Japan was occupied
by Allied powers after defeat
in WWII, with the empire

COSTA RICA _— being dissolved in 1347, Full
COLOMBIA sovere was given back
_— 1949 (7¢ RS} \] 1958 (61 YEARS) lotnenir\'-dn;demgwallc
Chile and Uruguay were both country in 1952
overtaken by military dictatorships AUSTRALIA
in 1973, giving Costa Rica the tithe 1SR 1901 (118 YEARS)
of the longest standing Latin 19 AR LTI VEARS)
American democracy. 3
II_N_DIA MEW ZEALAND
= 14 - Tha first self-governing
- eolony to allow women
the right te vote in
parliamentary elections
was New Zealand in 1893,

TIMELINE VIEW
In the grand scheme of human history, democracy is still a
relatively new concept. In fact, the vast majority of the world's
current democratic regimes are less than 50 years old.

PRE-1800
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THE JAMES WEBB SPACE TELESCOPE Optical Telescope Element (OTE)
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