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SHORELINE CLEANERS &
BIODEGRADATION AGENTS

Chemical cleaners that act like soaps may be used to
remove oil, but require special permission. Nutrients
may be added to help microbes break down oil.

© BURNING

Also referred to as “in situ burning,” freshly spilled
oil can be set on fire, usually while it's floating on

& BOOMS the water surface and sometimes on ciled marsh

vegetation, in order to effectively remove it.

5

© SHORELINE FLUSHING/WASHING

Water hoses can rinse oil from the shoreline into the water,
where it can be more easily collected.

Long, floating, interconnected barriers are used to minimize the

spread of spilled oil. @ MANUAL REMOVAL
Cleanup crews using shovels or other hand tools can
e VACUUMS pick up oil from the shoreline. This method is used
Industrial-sized vacuum trucks can suction oil from the shoreline especially when heavy machinery cannot reach an
or on the water surface. oiled shore.
O SORBENTS © MECHANICAL REMOVAL
Specialized absorbent materials act like a sponge to pick up oil When there is access, heavy machinery, such as
but not water. backhoes or front-end loaders, may be used.
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