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BT COTTON: MIRED IN CONTROVERSY

£ £

Monsanto withdrew its
application seeking approval for
a new herbicide-tolerant (HT) Bt
cotton seed. But according to a
report, 35 lakh packets of HT
seeds, worth 470 crore, have
been sold illegally in 2017-18.
State governments are looking

4
In March 2016 the government
decided to cap the price of Bollgard-
|l seeds at 2800 per 450 gm pack (it
had been selling at ¥830-1,000 in
different states) and also the royalty
paid to Mahyco Monsanto Biotech
(India) at ¥49 per packet, compared
to 2184 earlier, after which
Monsanto threatened to exit the
country. Months later, Bayer AG
announced it would acquire
Monsanto

Ever since its introduction in
India, Bt cotton has faced
severe opposition on the basis
of its environmental and health
implications, though there is no
conclusive evidence for the
same, and the dominance of
Mansanto, which created
the Bt cotton seeds

inta the issue
-

Over the last three years,
reports have emerged of the
pink bollworm becoming
immune to Bollgard Il. The

India’s cotton yields are
expected to be 9% less
in2017-18 than in the
previous year because

of pink bollworm Maharashtra government
infestation, though estimates 80% of the cotton
production could be 11% more areais affected by pink bollworms

due to increased acreage though the extent of damage is still being studied
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